CAPT HENRY WILSON.



: AN
A CCOUNT
PELEW ISLANDS,
SITUATED N THS
'WESTERN PART OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

LOMPOSED FROM

THE JOURNALS AND COMMUNICATIONS

oF i\"“‘i ’*’{}*
CAPTAIN HENRY WILSON,
AND SOME or HI1s OJ;ICERS,
WHO, IN AUGUST 1783, WERE THERE s_x_nr*wnﬁ::-:sn,
N
THE ANTELGOZPE
A PACKEY nwacmé TO THE HOR. EAST JNDIA CQMFANV,.

Y

GEORGE KEATE, Efg. F.R. S ond 5. 4.

DUBLIN:
L UKE

W HITE

M,UCC,LI XEVHL.

203 £, 2/}\






Te
THE CHAIRMAN,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN,
%D
DIRECTORS

(-3

THE HONGURABLE
EAST INDIA COMPANY,
THIS ACCOUNT OF
TEE PELEW ISLANDS,
i3,
BY YHEIR PERMISSION,
AND AT THE PARTICULAR DESIRE OF
L APTAIN WILSON,
RESPECTEVLLY INSCRIBED,
BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT,

MUMBLE SERVANT,

GEORGE KEATE

LORDON,

Joxs, 12th, 1788,



ety









INTRODUCTION.

N OTHING hath more diftinguithed the reign
of his prefent Majefty, than the liherality with which
he hath encouraged the ardour of nautical difcovery.
: --:-'Akhough the voyages of other Eurcpean nations
have greatly increafed our knowledge of the glohe, yet
. asthefe were generally undertaken (fome late voyages
of the French excépted) from views either of am-
hition or avarice, the improvement of fcience, and
of geoagraphy, was hut a fecondary confideration;
~+it is not, therefote, to be wondered that the fuh.
. jet Rtill remained imperfedt, overclouded hy douht
and uncertainty.~To diffipate thefe clouds, to re
move exifting errors, and to render what was duhi«
otis demonftrahly clear, hecame highly interefting
to almoft every nation; and Eurore, with eyes of
admiration, heheld this important obje&t not only
undertaken, but to a furprizing degree executed, hy
the ﬁnn;ﬂnd ahilities of GREAT BRITAIN,
'i'he— exploring untraverfed oceans, in fpite of
every danger that could menace, or difinay~~the difs
: covering
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covering multitudes of iflands, and of people, whofe
exiftence was not known beforeéand the fame of
fixing the geography of the Southern World, were
the noble fruits of this bold and hazardous enter-
prize ; which will remain to fucceeding ages a2 mo-
nument of the zeal and patronage of Georcr THE
THIrRD.

Under fuch aufpices, and under fuch navigators
as this bufinefs was confided to, with each {peradded
afliftance in the various fciences, what was there not
to be h ped ?—And it certainly; in no fmall degree,
added to the fpirit of the undertaking, that fuch an
unexampled charalter as Mr. (now Six Joseru)
Banks voluntarily accompanied Captain Coox.—-
As long as the hiftory of that time fhall exift, it will
ftamnp the higheft honour on his name, to have, in
the prime of youth, facrificed the blandifhments of
a fioble fortune, to his ardour for information and
feience, without fhrinking at the perils he might en-

counter from untried feas, and coalts that had never’

been explored.—And it equally reflefts the higheft
credit on his difcerning country ; who, emulous to
acknowledge the debt fhe owed his merit, feized the
earliett opportunity, after his return, to make him
Presipent of the Rovat Soctery; a fituation the
moflt honourable and diftinguithed fhe could offer a
perfon of his genius and purfuits; where ftill, with
the fame ardour, he promotes her Fame, the zealous

and liberal Patron of Iearning and of fcience.
The
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The relations of thefe feveral voyages having ex»
cited a great fpirit of enquiry, and awakened an
eager curiofity to every tbing that can elucidate tbe
hiftory of mankind, I flatter myfelf, that no apology
is neceffary for my bringing forward the following
Work, whofe Novelty and Autbenticity will, 1 truft,
infure it a favourable reception.

The iflands which Iam about to deferibe were
not difcovered in confequence of any premeditated
defign ; the Inpia packet, which Captain WiLson
commanded, being in 2 tempeflt wrecked on their
coalt ; and it is folely to the benevolent charatter of
their inhabitants, we owe the fafe return of our
countrymen, that compofed the crew of the ANTE-
1.0PE j—by the means of whom I am enabled to lay
before the Public an account of this fingular people.

Nothing can be more interelling to Man than
the hiftory of Man. The navigators of the differ-
ent ages have pictured to us our own fpeciesina
variety of lights.—The manners of civilized nations
bear a ftrong refemblance to each other; it is the
vices or virtues of individuals, that create any ge-
neral diftin&ion ; — whereas in countries, which
fcience, or the gentler arts, have never reached, we
obferve a wonderful difparity ; fome are found un-
der that darknefs and abfolute barbarifm, from the
fight of which humanity gladly turns afide j~whillt
others, unaided, unaflilted, but by mere natural good
fenfe, have not only emerged from this gloomy

thade,
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fhade, but nearly attained that order, propriety, and
good condué, which conftitute the eflence of real
civilization.—1It is by very flow degrees, and through
long periods of intervening ages, that nations, now
the moft polifhed-, have arrived at their prefent ftate,
—The mind of inquifitive man, tod eager after
knowledge which his limited faculties can never
reach, often idly afksw—Wherefore all thefe waried
gradations in human exiffence ¥ But his q_ue&ibh will
remain for ever unanfwered, and he muftl content
himfelf with being fatisfied that the ways of Provi.
BENCE are conduéted with unerring wifdom, to an~

* fwer purpofes beyond mortal comprehenfionn—He

will be far more wifely employed in feeling, with be-
coming gratitade, that he was not deftined himfelf
to be an inhabitant of Terra DL Fukco, or to
add one to the number of the forlorn favages of
the NorTrERN Poyg, '

There is one queftion, indeed, and a very impor-
tant one, which poflibly may, at feme future period,
be fuccefsfully inveftigated ;—how all the numerous
Hlands, lately difcovered, as well as the multitude of
ethers, that are {cattered through various parts of the
vaft ocean, were originally peopled #—This fubject,
which opens a wide field for conjeGure to range
over, hath already exercifed the abilities of the in-
genious—and, if ever fatisfaCtorily afeertained, can-
not fail to throw many interefting lights on the hif-
tory of mankind.

The
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The prefent account of the Perzw Ilands, I have
already oblerved, was offered to the Public under
the double claim of Novelty and Autbenticity. It is
tberefore incumbent on me to mention on what
ground thefe claims are fupported.

‘The iflands in queftion were probably firft noticed
by fome of the Spaniards of the Pririprines, and
by them named the Paros Istawps; the tall paim.
trees, which grow there in great abundance, having
at a diftance the appearance of malls of fhips *.—
That this was the origin of their name is rendered
ftill more probable, as the Spaniards gave the fame
appellation to all the numerous iflands of this Archi.
pelago, the far greater part of which are now known
by the name of the New Carorines.

In the Lettres Edifiantes et Curieufes, written by the
Jefuit Miffionaries, may be found feveral letters,
which, from their titles, feem to have a reference to,
and which might be thought to relate to the clufter
of iflands which are the fubjelt of the prefent Work ;
but whoever perufes them, witb attention, will in-
ftantly fee that they relate lolely to the New Cano-
Lines, which were difcovered about the year 1696,
as may be {een by the letter of Father Pavi Crarx,
dated from Manilla, soth of Yune 1697 t+~But even
the accounts given by Aim of the New Carovrings,

* Palor, in the Spanifk language, nautically applied, denoting
a2 mail,

t Letires Edifiantes et Curienfes, vol. i page 132,
were
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were not in confequence of any Spaniards having
been there, but merely fuch as he had received from
fome of their inhabitants, who, venturing too far to
fca, bad been driven by a florm to one of the Pi-
r.1ppiNes, In confeguence of this knowledge of the
New CaroriNcs, a fhip, called the Horv Trinery,
was, in 1710%, fitted out at Manifla, by order of
Piirie V. to carry two Miffionaries, les Péres Du.
reroN and Curtin, thither; who arriving off
SoNsoRroL, one of the CarorinNgs, the two Miffio.
naries would go on fhore in the chaloupe, to fix the
Crofs, againft the opinion of Don PaniLya, the
Captain, who, as he could find no anchorage, diffuad-
ed them frongly from the attempt.—As the veflel
then, after cruizing about for feveral days, to
wait their return, could Hot, on account of the
windsand currents, remain any longer on the ftation,
the reverend Fathers were never heard of more.
Another veffel was fent from the fame place, fome
time after, to further the miflion, which it was fup-
pofed the two former Jefuits had begun; but it
foundered at fea, and all on board perifhed 4, except
one Indian, who at [aft got back to MaxiLra with
the melancholy news.

In 1421, another boat, belonging to one of the
CAROLINES, with twenty-four people in it, was driven
by force of winds' to Guanaxn, one of the Mari-

* Lettres Edifiantes et Curicufery vol. xi. page 73,
+ Doy val. xvi, page 368,
ANNES,
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ANNES |, as appears by the letter of Psre Jeaw
AnTone CaNTova, dated Acanpa, in March
1722.~Thefe ftrangers being detained a confider-
able time, Le Prre CaNTova tells us, that he en-
deavoured to acquire fome knowledge of their lan-
guage, that he might the better inform himfelf of
their country.

In this letter, which contains fuller information
than any of the others, he tells us, he underftood from
the natives that this Archipelago was divided into
fve provinces ; and that the Perew IsLaNps confli-
tuted the £fth province, or divifion ; but thefe {tran.
gers, who gave him this intelligence, faid, they had
no commaunication with the people of this province,
adding, that they were inbuman and favage ; that both
men and women were entirely naked, and fod upon hu-
man flefh; that the inbabitants of the CAROLINES
looked an them with borrary as the enemier of mankind,
and with whom they held it dange‘ram to have any in-
tercourfe.

This is the only mention I find of the PeLEw peo-
ple, and a dreadful pifture it is of barbarous life;
but the natives of the Carorixgs evidently knew
nothing of them, but that they exifted at a confider.
able diftance from themfelves; and probably the no-
tion which they entertained, of their being cannibals,

1 Do, vol. xviii. page 188.

prevented

E’
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prevented their ever baving any communication with
them *.

To Four-rretrs of thefe iflands, which aceident
had now brought tbe Spaniards acquainted with, they
foon gave the name of the New Carorines; but
as the Miflionaries, who had unqueftionably been
well informed of the poverty and nakednefs of tbem,
apprehended that they were never likely to become
an ohje& worthy of the attention of the Spani/h mo-
narch, they were therefore, nearly from tbis period,
negle®ted ; and even to this day little more is known
of them, than-that they occupy a certain fpace on
the furface of the globe.~+But the Fiern divifion of
them, far diftant from the reft, ahd inhabited by
people who were branded with the imputation of
being inbuman, favage, and enemies of mankind, were,
in confequence, never fince enquired after; and,
though laid down in fome late charts, under their
original Spanifb appellation of tbe Pavos iflands,
have continued till now in total obfeurity.—~They

Jhave, it is true, been feen, at different times, by thips

* Le Pire Canrova fays, that this aceount is conformable to
the refation of Father Braxanp Messia (probably another Mif-
fionary) ¢ but where thisrelation is to be fovnd, I know not, hav.
ing in vain fcarched for it. ¥ thercfore fuppofe it has not been
publithed, though pofiibly may be preferved among the manufeript
records of the Proracanns at Rone,~—Wherever it be, it could
only be colleéted from fuch vague evidence a3 Canvova’s; who
was himfelf, a {hort time after, #iled by the people of the Caro-

making



INTRODUCTION.

making the Egffern paflage to and from Curnva
againft the monfoons ; yet no one appears to have ever
Ianded there, or to have had any intercourfe with tbe
inhabitants; nor have they lain in tbe track of any
of the circumnavigators; Captain CARTERET, In
his courfe, approacbed them the neareft, -

From the above obfervations, and the great afto.
nithment which the natives of Prrrw dilcovered on
feeing whits pesple, it feems beyond a doubt that the
crew of the Anrerore were the firft Europeans who
had ever landed on thefe iflands ; and it feems equal.
ly certain, that their neareft neizhbours in the adjoin.
ing Archipelago knew nothing of them.—I therefore
feel fome fatisfa&tion in being the inftrument of in-
troducing o the world & ne<w people;—and a far greas
ter one, in having the means in my povwer, of vindi-
cating their injured charaGers from the imputation
of thofe favage manners wbich ignorance alone had
afcribed to them; for I am confident that every
Reader, when he has gone througb the prefent ac.
count of them with attentinn, will be convinced that
thefe unknown natives of Perew, fo far from dife
gracing, live an ornament to human natue.

‘The part ] have taken in tbis Work originated from
my knowledge of Captain WiLsoN’s veracity, and
from my being highly interefted witb the account be
gave of the inhabitants of thefe iflands, which was fo
bappily illuftrated by the good fenfe and amiahle
manners of the young Prince Lez Boo, whom, at the

King
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King his father’s requeft, he had bmngbr with him
to ENcrLAND.

I frequently mentioned to ray valuahle friend, Mr.
Brooxe Warson, (through whoin [ had firft been
acquainted with Captain Wirson) that I thought the
whole chain of events, following ‘the lofs of the Ax-
TELOPE, well merited the puhblic eye, withing him to
fuhmit the matter to his friend’s confideration ;—
but, after three quarters of a year, I perceived that
the Captain’s own affairs, his natural difidence, and
probahly his inexperience in preparing properly fuch
a work, rendered him listle difpofed to the undertak-
mg-»and, as he was then preparing to go out again
to INDIA, the account was in danger of being totally
loft, '

- Struck as I was with the relation of the virtues and
charalter of the natives of thefe iflands—{fenfihle how
foon oral teftimony is beyond recovery, and the re.
cords of memory effaced hy the events or gafualties
of life—I felt anxious to refeie thefe difcoveries from
fliding into oblivion, and to preferve them to the
cyriofity and information of the Public; I therefore
engaged a volunteer in the hufinefs, propofing 1o
Mr. Warson, that, if bis friend Captain Wirson
would give me his journals and papers, and procure
me all the living teftimonies then in Encranp,
I would myfelf undertake the work j—on this con.
dition, that the labour fhould be mine, the advan-
tage Captain WiLson’s.

- After
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After I had, with great attention, gone over all the
journals and papers, and tranicribed them, the bet-
ter to fix them in my memory, and to diret my
future enquiries, I had the benefit of a’ reference,
both to Captain Wrrson and bis fon, during their
ftay in Excr.anp, for what further or fuller infor-
mation I required; and, after the Captain’s depar-
ture, I had alfo, in the beginning of 1786, whillt
the facts were recent, the affittance and information
of fuch of his officers as remained in this country;
who, for many wecks, were fo good as to devote
themfelves, as it individually fuited them, to this
bufinefs. The tranfattions of every day, as record.
ed inthe journals, were minutely gone threugh ; and
it was a great pleafure to me, in taking their fepa-
rate rclations, to find no material differcnce in their
accounts of falls or occurrences, but, on the con-
trary, the moft perfe@ agreement. Thus, enlarged
by the additions of the Gentlemen (who were them-
felves in fome fcenes the {ole altors) the Work, for
ayear and a half, lay dormant, waiting Captain Wir-
soN’s return from Bexcar, who drrived the latter
end of laft fommer: fince that time every part of
it hath been revifed, and gone over, with the moft
ferupulous exaétnefs and attention ; and I am myfelf
firmly perfuaded, no work of this narure was ever
prefented to the Public, in every refpedt better
authenticated.

1 fhould
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1 fhould not have thought it neceflary to have men.
tioned the manner in which [ have condufled this
publication, had I not been aware of there being
fcenes and fituations in it which might ftartle many
of my readers; hut, as the truth of them can he
fully eftablifhed, they will ferve to prove that good
fenfe, and moral reflitude, may exift in many unci-
vilized regions, where the prejudices and arrogance
of polithed life are not always dilpofed to admit
them. .

‘Thofe who are acquainted with the voyages to the
Soutn Sgas, muft have remarked a great fimili.
tude in the manners of the iflands fcattered over that
immenfe océan; at the fame time it cannot have
efcaped their notice, that there are cuftoms and cha-
ralters peculiar to almoft every particular group.em
‘The fame obfervation js applicahle to the inhahitants
of the Prizw IsLanns; who, though in many re-
fpells refembling their Southern neighbours, muft be
allowed to have many charaleriftical features of
their own—which an intelligent reader will eafily
dilcover.

As there was a draughtfman on board the
AnTELOPE, hefides two or three young men ac-
quainted with drawing, a faithful portrait of the
King of PELEW, and one ofhis wives, together with
fome piCturefque views of the country, were hy
their means obtained.—Captain WiLson was pre-
fented, hefore he left the iflands, with many of their

' weapons
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weapons and utenfils, from which the plates contain-
ed in this Work have been accurately engraved.—
And T am bappy to have it in my power to add to
thefe tbe portrait of Prince Lez Boo, drawn by my
Daughter, and which, though done from memory,
fifieen months after his death, is acknowledzed to be
a very flriking likenefs by every one who knaw him.

To the late difcoveries, which have fo greatly in-
creafed our knowledge of the globe, and of the
human race, if the little cluiter of iflands I am now
unveiling to the world (which may truly be regard-
ed as a rich jewel, fparkling on the bofom of the
ocean) fhall be deemed by the Public an interefting
acquifition, Captain Wirson will not have been
fhipwrecked in vain ; and I {hall ever think that the
time [ have beltowed on this Work hath been ufi-
fully employed. '

B CONTLNTS.

xvii
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PELEW ISLANDS.

CHAPTER L

Departure of the Antelope from Macoa~Lif of the
Ship’s Company~Route and Tranfaltions prior to
the Lofs of the Veffel.

THE Antelope, a packet of near 3co tons bur-
then, in the fervice of the Honourable Englifh Eapt
India Company, under the Command of Captain
Henry Wilfon, having arrived at Mucoa in the month
of June 1783, the Captain received orders from the

1783,
June,

Company’s fupracargoes to refit his fhip with all

peflible fpeed ; which being compleated, on Sunday
the 20th of July, ahout eleven o’clock in the fore.
noon, he received his difpatches, and the fhip heing
ready for fea, he took leave of the Council; and
about half paft three o’clock went on board, accom-
panied hy Meflrs. Brown, Lane, Bruce, and Peach,

a8

July.
Sunda
20,
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1783 as alfo Mr. Morgan, furgeon; and after the Captain

had paid the fixieen Chingfe men (with which they
had been allowed to augment their fhip’s company }
the advance-money ufual on thefe occafions, they
weighed anchor, and their friends went on fhore,
whom they faluted at going away with nine guns.
The weather becoming unfettled and hazy, at nine
o'clock in the evening they anchored in 7 fathem
water.  And as in the courfe of this narrative we
thall find the fhip’s company at times collellively
and feparately enzaged, it will not be imnproper in
the outfet to mention the names of the Euwropeans
who were in the Antclgpe, with their particular dif-
tinction and fituation on board.

Names, Stations,

Hengy WiLson . - - « - Commander

PriLte BoNcer* « o« = Clief Mate.
Piter Barker - - -« Second Mate.
Jouxw Cummeny « - = =« Third Mate,
Joux Siuarp « - - « - Surgeon.
Arravr Witrtisx Devis - Paflonger,
Joun Branes = = = « o« Guaner,
Wirrtam Harvey « « - Boatfwain,
Joun Porxincuorn - - - Carpentor,

Joun Mears - - « -« Ceoper and Steward.
Ricuiarb JENRINS -

Carpenter’s Mate.

Jamcs Swirr - - - = ook
Ficuanp SiaRrp « » » Midhipman,
Tienzy Wirson, Junior = < Do fontothe Captain,

* e names thus mavked, ave the orly men at this time

Laowh with certainty to be dead,
Joux
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Names. ' Stations.

Two youths from Chrift’s 5783,
Hofpital, apprentices, July
RoserT WHITE =~ - and alting as midfhip~
: men.
AiserT Pierson -~ .~ - Quarter Mafler.
Goprry Mings® -~ - = Ditto.

Joux WEDGEBROUGH -

Tuomas DurToN - . -~ Caprain’s Steward,
Joux CoorER - - - -~ Seaman.
WiLriam RoeperTs - - Ditto.

James Dunecsaxn - - - - Ditto

“Ditto, brother to the
MatHiss WiksoNy - - { Captain.

Nicuoras Tyacke - - - Ditto.
James Bruitr - - - ~ Ditto.
THoMas WiLsox* - - = Diteo.
Ditta.
Ditto.
TuoMss WegiTrreLp - - Ditto,
Wirrriam CossLEpick - Ditto.
ZACHARIAH ALLEN - - - Ditto,
TaoMas Casties - - - Ditto.
DeprRick WiRpLER -~ - Ditto,

WILLIAM STEWART

]
]

Mapan BLANCHARD

1
1

Linguift, a native of BE .
TaoMas Rose® - - - GAd, calling himfelf
1 Portuguefe.

At five o’clock in the morning they again weigh- Monday
ed anchor, and fet fail, having a fine breeze from the ="
E. N. E. and between {ix and {even o’clock their
pilot left them. About nine o’clock, being got to
fome diftance from the land, they met with a very

C high
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Ligh fea, which obliged them to lay to, in order to
fecure their cattle, and other live {tock, 2s alfo
their anchors, cables, and harbour-rigging. About
eleven o’clock they made fail again, and by a very
good obfervation, at noon, were in latitade 21° 28/
north; at the fame time could juft fee the land bear-
ing north, at the diftance of abowt eleven leagues,
as near as they could judge, the weather being ra-
ther hazy.,  In the afternoon the lathings of the
booms broke, and they fell to leeward, which oblig-
ed them to keep the fhip before the wind until they
were replaced and fecared, which having done, they
refinned their courfe. In the evening, tbey obferv-
ing it to lighten very ftrongly from the fouthward,
they clofe reefed their top-fails, expeéling it to blow
from that quarter.

Next day the weather continwed moderate but
cloudy ; and they had a great fea from the eaftward,
which made the fhip labour, fo as to oblige them to
pump every two hours. The boatfwain and carpen.
ter were both taken ill in the night with a cold and
a flight fever. In the afternoon a fail was feen to
the S, E. which they took te be a Portuguefe veffel
bound to Macee. The wind veered round to tbe
fouthwasd this day; no obfervation of latitude.

The wind foutherly, with cloudy weather and
fome light fqualls and rain. They noticed this fore.
noon feveral ripplings in the water, as if in a tide or

. current; the fex was fomewhat fallen, and the fhip

made
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made lefs water. No obfervation of latitude this 1783
day, the fun heing in their zenith. Juty.

The weather was very {qually, with rain and a Thorfday
great fwell. The hoatfwain and carpenter were
much recovered, fo as to be able to go ahout their
duty, in fecuring the ports and preparing the fhip
for had weather. By an indifferent ohfervation at
noon, they found themfelves in fatitude 29° 2¢ north.

The weather continued very dark and cloudy, Friday
with thunder, lightning, and hard rain, fo that the ?%
fhip was in a manner deluged, and every one wet
and uncomfortahle.  Ahout three o’clock in the
afternoon they faw the appearance of land from the
deck, being the Bafbee Iflands, hearing from 8. E.
to E. N. E. At fix o’clock the northermoft Ifland
bore N, E. hy E. At night the weather being hut
indifferent and hazy, fo that they could not keep
fight of the land, they fhortened fail and lay to till
the moming.

When at day-hreak they again faw the land to sgmd,}.
leeward of them, being the fame they had feen the
nigbt hefore ; from this circumftance they concluded
there was no current ; and as foon as the light open-
ed a little more upon them, they made fail and bore
away before the wind, to go round the nortbermoft
ifland, which they did at about four or five miles
diftance. The weather being hazy when they firft
faw the land, they had hut a very imperfet view of
the iflands, The firit appeared to be fong and tole-

L . rably
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rably even. The fecond was likewife long, of a
pretty equal height, except in two or three places,
where it feemed to rife into hills: near the middle
of it was one very remarkable, from its being in
thape like a China or Tartar woman’s hat. The
third iffand fhewed like two rugged-topped moun-
tains, joined together by low land. The fourth was
a high, large, double-peaked rock, appearing to
have lirtle foil or wood uponit. Tbe fifth was very
high and uneven, devoid of wood, except a few
green buthes towards its fummit. There were no
figns of inhabitants upon any of thefe iflands, and
the weather being fqually, our people foon loft fight
of them; at noon they were in latitude 21° 14" north,
by oblzrvation, when, having run about fifteen leagues
to the eaftward of the iflands, they heuled up more
to the fouthward, in hopes to get-into fmoother
water, and better weather thany they had hitherto
met with fince leaving Macsa. Soon after nodn,
the man at the maft-head difcovered the foretop-maft
to be fprung ; they hnmediately took in the fails, and
got down the topgatlant-maft, and prepared to get
down the top-maft, but were obliged to defift on ac-
count of the weather, until the morning, when it
proving fair, with tolerable fmooth water, all hands
went bufily to work to get up a new fore-top-maft,
and to dry and air the thip, as alfo to fecure what
eattle and ftock remained, much baving perithed in

3"“‘;““‘5 the rains and bad weather. The next morniag alfo
F 3

being
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heing fine and fair; this opportunity was embraced 1783
to open the ports, and wath and cleanfe the fhip Jaly:
helow, as well as to overbaul and clean their fmall

~ arms, and give the officers inftructions for the
voyage. In the evening there was very hard rain,

with variable winds.

But the fucceeding day, the wind being favour. Tuefday
ahle, gave them an opportunity of examining and '
drying fome of their provifion, particularly fome
Cbinefe hams and dry fith, which cenftituted part .of
their vi€tualling, and bad got damp in the excelive
raing, ‘They faw a great quantity of fith fwimming
about the fbdp, byt could not catch any, as they
would not take the baits. No rains during the laft
swenty-four hours, but the next morning the wea- v . -
ther became overcaft and they were again vifited dey 3o.
with rain in the evening, which continued very hard Thurfday
all night and the fwcceeding day, with variahle 3%
winds, fo that they made very little progrefs on
their voyage. The next morning was more mode.
rate, and towards noon the weather cleared up and
they got an obfervation, by which they found their
latitude was 16° 25" north. In the afternoon it fell
calm, which gave them the means of trying the cur-
rent, which they found to fet to the E. N. E. at the
rate of half a mile an hour. In the evening Captain
Wilfon exercifed fome of the Chinefe men with row-
ing in the jolly-boat for an hour or two, to teach
them to ufe an oar when needful, The following

day

Augaft,
Friday 1.

Saturday
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1783. day heing fair, and the wind moderate, all were
Acgult again employed in clearing and cleaning the fhip and
fetting up the rigging. In the afternoon they had

an obfervation for tbe longitude, by tbe diftance of

the fun and moon, by whicb they found themielves

in 126 degrees and a half caft of Greenwich. The

Bunday 3. following morning being alfo fair, divine fervice was
performed upon deck; a ceremony never omitted

on Sundays when the weather would allow of it. In

the afterncon they got another obfervation for the
longitude, which confirmed that taken the preced-

Mondey ing day. At night they met with frefh gales of
4 wind, fqually weather, and much rain, which con-
‘Yuefday tinued moft part of the next day; towards the even-
5 ing of whicb they faw numbers of birds and fifh,
likewife fome drifts of pieces of wood or bamboo,

they therefore altered their courfe more to the foutb-

ward, and went under an eafy fail, keeping'a good

Wednef. 100k out, until morning, when it being very tempel-
276. tuous tbey brought to, and handed their topfails,
wbich before had been clofe reeft. The weather
continuing to blow a ftorm, they could thow but very

little fail, being obliged to lay to under the florm
ftay-fails, which continued till near noon on the
Therfdsy 7th; the ftorm then abating, and the weather clear-
7 ing up, they got an ohfervation for the latitude, by
which they found themfelves in 10° 16’ north. The
afternoon the wind was foutherly, with freth gales,

Fridsy 8. but dry, fo that they were able the following morn-

ing
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ing to clean between decks, and alfo to fumigate the 1783,

fhip with gunpowder. The cattle had all perithed
in the laft ﬁortﬁ, except one bullock ; the fhe-goat
alfo, having kidded in this bad weather, died toge-
ther with her young. In the afterncon the weather
became more moderate, fo that they were able to
make fail and to proceed on their voyage; and the

Anguit.

next day the weather was To fine they were enabled garurday

to open their ports to air and dry the thip below, as
alfo again to exumine their provifions and flores,
and get every thing into order. They were now
proceeding cheerfully on their voyage, fondly ffas-
tering themfelves the adverle weather, and the anxie-
ties it had awakened, were all at an end, when they
were fuddenly overwhelmed with thofe misfortunes
swhich are related in the following parrative,

CHAPTER

9
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CHAPTER‘II.

Lafs of the Antelope, and the immediate Diftreffes
arifing from the Accident.

THE wind having frefhened after midnight, the
iky became overcaft, with much lightning, thunder,
and rain. The chief mate having the watch upon
deck, had lowered the top-fails, and was going to reef
them with the people upon duty, not thinking it
neceffary to call the hands out or acquaint the Cap-
tain, who had only quitted the deck at twelve o’clock;;

Mr. Benger judging from the thunder that the wes-

ther would hreak and clear up, and only provea
flight fquall. The people being upon the yards recf-
ing the fails, the man who was on the look-out called
Breakers! yet fo thort was the notice, that the call of

" Breakers bad fcarce reached the officer upon deck he-

fore the fhip firuck. The horror and difiay this
unbappy event threw every body into was dreadful ;
the Captain, and all thofe who were helow in their
beds, fprang upon the deck in an inftant, anxious to
know the caufe of this fudden fhock to the fhip, and
the confufion above; a moment convinced them of
their diftrefled fituation; the breakers along-fide,
through which the rocks made their appearance, pre-

) fented
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fented the moft dreadful fcene, and left no room for 1783,

doubt. Tbe thip taking a beel, in lefs than an hour
filled with water as high as the lower deck hatch-
ways ; during this tremendous interval, the people
thronged round the Captain, and earneftly requefted
to be direCted what to do, beleeching him to give or-
ders and they wou)d immediately execute them.——
Orders were in confequence inftautly given to fecure
the gunpowder, ammunition, and {mall arms, and
that tbe br.ad, and fuch other provifion as would
fpoil by wet, thould be brought upon deck and fe-
cured by fome covering from the rain; while others
were dire@ed to cut away the mizen-maft, the main
and foretop-mafl, and lower yards, to eafe the fhip
and prevent her overfetting, of which they thought
there was fome hazard, and that every thing. thould
be done to preferve her as long as poflible (the fails
having all been clewed up as foon as the fhip firuck).
The boats were hoifted out, and filled with provifion
and water, together with a compafs in each, fome
fmall arms, and ammunition; and two men were
placed in each boat, witb directions to keep them un-
der the lee of the fhip, and be careful they werenot
ftaved, and to be ready to receive their fhip-mates in
cafe the vellel fhould break to pieces by the dathing of
the waves and the violence of the wind, it then hlow-
ing a florm. .- Every thing that could be thought ex-
pedient in fo diftrefsful and trying an occafion was
executed with a readinefs and obediencc hardly ever

- exceeded

Augult,
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exceeded. The people all now affembled, aft, the
quarter-deck lying higheft out of the water, the
quarter-boards afforded fome little fhelter from the
fea and rain; here, after contemplating a few mo-
ments their wretched fituation, the Captain endea-
voured to revive their drooping {pirits, which began
to fink through anxiety and fatigue, by reminding
them that fhipwreck was 2 misfortune to which thofe
who navigated the ocean were always liable ; that
theirs indeed was more diflicult, from happening in
an unknown and unfrequented fea, but that this con-
{ideration thould roufe their moft a&tive attention, as
much muft depend on themfelves to be extricated
from their diftrefs ; that when thele misfortunes hap-
pened, they were often rendered more dreadful than
they otherwife would be by the defpair and difagree-
ment of the crew ; to avoid which, it was ftrongly
recommmended to every individual not to drink any
fpirituous liquor. A ready confent was given to this
advice; and, they being all wet and fatigued with
exceflive lahour, it was thought advifeable to take

fome refrefhment, which to cach perfon was a glafs

of wine and fome bifcuit; after eating, a fecond glafs
of wine was given them, and they now waited with
the utmoft anxiety the return of day, in hope of
feeing land, for as yet they had not difcovered any;
the third mate and one of the quarter-mafters only,
in the mamentary interval of a dreadful flafh of
lightning, imagined they had feen the appearance of

land
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land ahead of the fhip. During tbefe anxitus mo- Al?83-

ments, they endeavoured to confole and cheer one
another, and each was advifed to clothe and prepare
himfelf to quit the thip when necefity fhould make
that ftep inevitable; and herein the utmoft good or.
der and regularity was obferved, not a man offering
to take any tbing but what truly belonged to himfelf,
nor did any one of them either afk for, or attempt to
take a dram, or complain of negligence or mifcon-
duct againft the watch or any particular perfon.
The dawn of day difcovered to their view a fmall
ifland to the foutbward, about three or four leégucs
- diftant, and foon after fome other iflands were feen

to the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on ac-

count of the inhabitants, of whofe difpofitions they
were flrangers ; however, after manning the hoats,
and loading tbem in the heft manner they could for
the general good, tbey departed from the fhip under
the care of Mr. Benger, who, tqgether with the peo-
ple in them, were earneftly requefted to endeavour
to obtain a friendly intercourfe with tbe inhabitants

if they found any, and carefully to avoid any difa- .

greement unlefs reduced to the laft neceflity, as the
fate of all might depend upon the firft interview.
As foon as the boats were gone, thofe who remained
went immediately to work to get the booms over-
board, in order to make a raft to fecure chemfelves,
as the Antelope was hourly expeted to go to pieces,
and the utmofl difquietude was entertained for the

fafety

L]
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g 7'553{-L fafety of the boats, not only on account of the natives,

gzu.

but alfo of the weather, it continuing to blow very
hard—But in the afternoon they perceived with
inexpreflible joy the boats coming off; a fight the
more welcome, as they were fearful from their long
ftay, they might have met with fome difafter, either
from the inhahitants, or the ftorm ; they were how.
ever happily relieved from this anxiety by their get-
ting fafe to the thip about four o’clock, having left
the ftores and five men onthore. They brought the
welcome news that there was no appearance of inha.
bitants on the ifland where they had landed ; that
they had found a fecure harbour well fheltered from
the weather, and alfo fome frefh water. Everyone
now purfued their labour with renovated Ipirits to
complete the raft, which was in great forwardnefs
when the boats returned; this being completed, they
took a fecond refrefhment of hread and wine, each
individual having ftriftly conformed to the promife
made to Captain#Ti/jon, not to drink any ftrong liquor.
We muft not omit here mentioning a melancholy
accident which happened among the events of this
difattrous morning ; foon after day-break the mizen-
maft being found near the fhip’s ftern, and fome of
the rigging entangled in the mizen-chains, Gedfry
Minks went to cut it adrift, in doing which he un.
fortunately flipped and fell overboard, and although
the boats, which were not then gone, went inftantly

* 1o his affiftance, Le was unfortunately drowned, ow-

ing,
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ing, as was fuppofed, to having encumbered himfelf 783

with too many clothes, when he prepared himfclf,

as before related, to be ready to quit the fhip.
The raft being now corﬁplcted, was loaded with
as much provifion and ftores as it could carry, con-
fiftently with the fafety of the people who were to
goon it. 'The pinnace and jolly-boat were likewife
filled with provifion, ammunition, and fmall arms,
in which was placed their greateft fecurity,. The
people being ftill anxioufly employed in faving what-
ever they could, and the fhip beginning to have a
little motion from the rifing of the tide, there was
great apprehenfion that the main-maft would fall
over the fide, in which cafe 1t muft have dropt on the
raft, and deftroyed it, and have rendered all their la.
bours fruitlefs. The raft and pinnace being ready
to depart, and the evening advancing, the boatfwain
was defired to go into the thip, and to wind his call,
in order to alarm thofe who were bufily employed
below (and whom Captain #¥i/fon had repeatedly en-
treated to defift) to go into the boats and ra.ft, that
they might endeavour to get on (hore before night,
and fecure what they had already got out of the fhip.
And here it may be worth noticing, the great care
and attention of the carpenter, who was fo intent on
faving what tools and ftorcs he could, that he re-
mained below after the pinnace and raft were de-
parted, and Captain Wilfon was obliged to compel
him to go into the jolly-boat, fo anxious was he to
provide

5

uguit,
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’733* provide and take with him whatever he thought

" might contrihute to their future relief.

Thus with aching hearts, and deep melancholy,
they quitted the Anzeloge, totally ignorant of their
future deftiny. The pinnace, with fome of the
ftoutelt of the fhip’s crew, took the raft in tow; the
joily-boat alfo affifted, hy towing the pinnace till they
had cleared the reef; after which, héing too heavily
Taden to be of much further aid, thofe in the pinnace
cal loofe their rope, and the jolly-boat praceeded
alone to the fhore, where they arrived about eight
o’clock at night, and found their companions wha
had heen left in the morning. Thefe few men had
not hecn idle, or unmindful of their fellow-fufferers;
having employed themfelves in clearing away a fpot

* of ground, and had erefted a fmall tent with a fail,

in readinefs for their reception.  The fitoation hoth

of thole on the raft, as well as thofe in the pinnace,

was truly dreadful till they had cleared the reef
(which was more than half an hour); by the great
furf and fpray of the fea, the pinnace and raft were
often out of fight of each other; thofe on the latter
were obliged to tie themfelves, and cling to it with
all their ftrength, to prevent being walhed off; and
the thrieks of the Chinefe, lels inured to the perils of
an element they were then confliGting with, did not

* a little aggravate the horror of the feene.

Having cleared the reef, and got into the channel
whick flows hetween that and the iflands, they found
' themfelves
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themfelves in deep water, and a lefs difturbed feay Af783é‘

tbey hoifted the fails of the pinnace, and got on;
but as they approached the land, perceiving a {trong
current, which fet them mucb to leeward of theifland
where they had left the ftores and people in the morn.
ing, they dropped their fails and rowed. They found
the current ftill much fironger as they got nearer
tbe fhore, and though every man exerted his utmoft
ftrength they flill continued to drop to leeward.
Feeling now their inability to refift the current, and
the ftrength of the rowers being almoft exhaufted,
1t was judged for the fafety of all, that the pinnace
fhould take the people from off the raft, and bring
the raft to a grapnel during the night, Thefe addi-
tional men from the raft double banked the oars of
the pinnace, and relieved the rowers, but at the
fame time they fo crowded ber, that fhe could barely
keep berfelf above water, being then clofe under a
rocky coaft, in about fixteen fathom water (as they
afterwards better knew). They were only able to
advance flowly ; but as they drew nearer to the ifland
whither the others were gone before, the jolly-boat
having unladen her cargo, Captain Wi/fon, with four
people, was returning in her, to lighten the raft and
pinnace, and give them full afliftance, and it being
dark, hailed the pinnace at a diftance. Whether it
was from the great fatigue the people had fuftained
while on the raft, or from their voice and fpirits be-
ing exhaufted, or from the fudden joy of perceiving

' they

ugu
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they were fo nearagain to their comrades, but the bal.

Avgufl 104 was anfwered in fo thrill and unaccuftomed a man-

ner, that thofe who were in the jolly-boat, who bad
previoufly heard the paddling of oars, {uppofed they
were natives ; as the people who had remained on
fhore in the morning with the flores, had difcovered,

after the boats had left them, traces of {fome peopic
having been lately upon the ifland, by feeing places
where there had been fires, with fome fith bones and
pieces of cocoa-nut fhells feattered about, that had
not the appearance of having lain long there; thefe
circum(tances inducing the jolly-boat’s crew to con-
clode, that the return of the halloo came from a party
of the natives, they precipitately returned back into
the cove. The pinnace arriving foon after, all thefe
alanins were diflipated, and an univerfal joy fpread
itfelf over every countenance on feeing one anotber
again on dry land. They thook hands together with
the utmolt cordiality, every one feeling thofe emoti-
ons that could ill be expreffed by the moft forcible
Ianguage. 'They got part of a cheefe, fome bifcuit,
and a little water, for their fupper ; and by means of
difcharging 2 piftol, loaded with powder, into fome
match which they picked loofe to ferve as tinder,
they kindled 2 fire iny the cove, where they dried

_ their clothes, whicb were thoroughly wet, and flept

on the ground alternately, under the covering of the
tent which had been raifed. The nigbt proved very

" uncomfo: table on many accounts; the rain and wind

were
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were heavy, and the diftrefs of fituation not a little ﬁr;rila.
increafed by the fear of tbe fhip going to pieces, = ©
from the tempeftuous weather, before they fhould be

able to fave from her fuch neceffaries as might be
ufeful to them. They hauled their boats on fhore,

and fet a watch, left they might happen to be fur.
prized hyany of the natives.

‘The conftant perfpiration the people bad been Monday
in, added to their heing perpetually wet with the falt e
water, had produced an irritation om their fkins,
which, with the added frittion of tbeir clothes from
fevere labour, had excoriated them in 2 manner to
make them moft miferahly fore. At dawn of day
both the pinnace and jolly boat were fent to tbe raft,
to try and bring it up; hut the wind hlowing very
hard, they were afraid to attempt moving it; they
were, however, fortunate enough to get the remain-
der of the provifion and fails from it, and returned
about noon.

The weather proving more moderate in the after.
noon were the hoats fent to the wreck to bring away
fome rice, and other provifion, as alfo to procure
what neceffaries they could for the people, wbo, from
what has been hefore faid, ftood in great need of them.

‘Thofe who remained on thore were employed in
drying their powder, and cleaning and fitting their
* arms for ufe, in cafe of need; and as the boats did
not return till ten o’clock in the evening, it fpread

' D amongft
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amongft their companionsmuch alarmfor their fafety,
as the night came on with very heavy weather; nor
indeed were their fpirits rendered tranquil hy their
arrival, for the chief mate and crew, who returned
with the pinnace, brought the melancholy intelhi-

© gence, that they did not conceive, from the badnefs

of the weather, that the fhip could hold together till
morning, as fhe was beginning to part, the bends or
waies being farted out of their places. The ideas
which had been fondly nurfed, that when 2 calm
fucceeded there was a poflibility the might he floated
and repairzd, fo as to return to Macos, or fome
part of CHiwa, were by this account totally extin-
guifhed. The profpe& now darkened round them,
fear pittured firongly every danger, and hope could
hardly find an inlet through which one ray of confo-
lation might fhoot. They knew nothing of the in-
habitants of that country where fate had thrown
them; ignorant of their manners and difpofitions,
as well as of the hoftile fcenes they might have to
encounter for their fafety ; they found themfelves, hy
this fudden accident, cut off at once from the reft of
the world, with little probahility of their ever again
getting away.  Each individual threw hack his re-
membrance to fome dear ohject that affedtion had
rivetted to his heart, who might he in vain looking
out anxioufly for the return of the father, the huf.
hand, or the friend, whom there was fcarcely the

moft
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moft diftant chance of their ever feeing any more. 1783.
Thefe refleftions did not contribute to make the 278
night comfortable; the weatber was far more tem-
peftuous than in the preceding one; but tbe clothes

which the people had procured from the wreck proved

a great comfort to themall, who were thereby enabled

to have a change.

D2 CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IL

Firft Appearance of the NativeswThe curious and

- friendly Interviceo between them and the Englifh.o—
Captain Wilfon’s Brother fent to the King of Pelew,
the King's Brother remaining with our People,

AT day-break every one went to work, to dry
the ftores.and provifions between the fhowers, as it
blew exceedingly hard, fo that the boats could not
venture to fea; and many were bufied to form bet-
ter tents with fuch materials as they had faved
About eight o’clock in the morning Captain Wilfon
and Tem Fof¢ being on the beach collefing water
which dropped from the rocks, the people who were
employed in clearing away the ground, in tbe wood
behind them, gave notice that fome of the natives
were approaching, as they perceived a canoe coming
round the point into the bay; this gave fo much
alarm that the people all flew to the arms ; however,
2 there were only two canoes, and thofe baving but
few men in them, the peaple were defired to remain
fill, and out of fight, ontil they fhould perceive
what reception the Captain and Tom Rofe met with,
whom they were convinced the natives had difco-
vered, as they converfed together, and kept fted-
foftly looking towards that part of the fhore where

they
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theywere ;: our people weredefired to be prepared for At';ss-

the worft, but by no means to appear for the prefent,

or fhew any figns of diftruft when they did, unlefs
the behaviour of the natives to them thould render

it abfolutely neceflary. In this thort iaterval of time

the canoes had advanced cautioufly towards the

thore, wherc they ftood, when Captain [77/on defired
Tom Rofe to fpeak to them in the Malay language,

which they did not feem to underftand, hut ftopped

their canodes ; yet foon after one of them fpoke in
‘the Malay tongue, and afked who they were? and
whether they were friends or enemies? To thefe

queﬁiéns Tom Rofe was direQed to reply, % That

“ they were unfortunate Engli/bmen, who had loft

- ¢ their {hip upon the reef, and had faved their lives,
“ and were their friends.” Upon this they fpoke

a few words together (which was fince fuppofed to
have been the Malay man explaining to them what

had been faid); and prefently they flepped. out of
the cances into the water, and came towards the

fhore, on which Captain Wilforn waded into the water

to meet them, and embracing them in a friendly man.-

ner, conduted them to the fhore, and introduced
them to his officers and unfortunate companions;

they were eight in number, two of whom it
was afterwards known were brothers to the King.

They left one man in each canoe; and, as they

were coming into the cove, feemed to look round

with great watchfulnefs, as if fearful of being be.

trayed ; nor would they feat themfelves near the

1ents

lgu “'
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1783. tents, but kept clofe to tbe beach, that in cafe of
. P
B danger they might immediately regain their canoes,

Our peorle now going to breakfaft, they were pre-
fented with fome tea, and fome fweet bifcuits, made
at China, of which two or three jars had been faved.
Only Captain H7/en, and one or two more, with
Ts + Rofe the interpreter, Lreaklalted with them;
for, as they would probably have entertained doubts
of our people, had the Engii/b furrounded them to
gratify curiofity, they might, from their apprehen-
fions, have haftily departed. In the little converfa-
tion which during the breakfaft could be obtained,
a wifh was exprelled to the Malsy they brought
with them, of knowing by what event he chanced
to be there. This feliow, befide his own and the
Pelew language, fpoke a little Duteh, and fome
words of Englifb: he gave the following account of
himfelf, ® viz.~—That he commanded a trading veflel
belonging to a China man at Ternate, had been on
a trading voyage to Amboyaa and Bantom, and had
been caft away, about ten months before, upon an
ifland to the fouthward, which was within fight of
where he then was; that he efcaped from thence to
Pelew, and had been kindly 1eceived by the king,
who, he told them, was a very good man, and that
his peoﬁle alfo were courteous.

* 'The future condoét and behaviour of this Malay gave reafon
to fufpek there was little truth in the account he gave of himfelf.

He
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He further acquainted them, that a canoe having
been out fithing, had feen the thip’s maft lying
down; and that the king being informed of it,
fent off thefe two canocs, at four o’clock that
morning, to enquire what was become of the peo-
ple; that they knowing well this harbour, had
come to it firft, being a place where the canoes,
when fifhing, often fhelter themlelves in hard wea-

ther.~—They fat about an hour with Captain Wilfon, -

tafted the tea, but feemed to Tike better the bif
cuits, and appeared now to feel themlelves reliev-
ed from every apprehenfion. They withed that
one of our people might be fent in their canocs
to the Rupack, or King, that he might fee what
fort of people they were; which was agreed to by
Captain Wilfon, who, after breakfaft was ended,
introduced to them feveral of his officers; thefe,
as they came up, fhook hands with the natives,
who being informed by the Malay that this was

the mode of falutation amongft the Englifh, they

went to every man prefent, and took him by the
hand, nor ever after omitted this token of regard,

as often as they met our countrymen,
1t often pleafes Providence, in the moft trying
hours of dificulty and diftrefs, to throw open
fome unlooked for fource of confolation to the
fpirits of the unfortunate l—Jt was a fingulsr acci-
dent, that Captain Rees of the Nortbumberiend
thould, at Macoa, have recommended to Captain
Wilfon,

25
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Wilfon, Tom Ro% as a fervant, who fpoke the Malay
language perfeitly well. ;
It was a ftill more fingular circuﬁxﬁance, that a
tempeft thould have thrown a Malay on this fpot,
who had as a firanger been noticed ‘and favoured
by the king, and having been near a year on the
ifland previous to the lofs of the Antelope, was be-

~ come acquainted with the language of the country ;

by this extraordinary event both the Englifb and the
inhabitants of Pelew bad each an interpreter' who
could converle freely together in the Mulay tongue,
and Tom Rofe fpeaking Englifb, an eafy intercourfe was
immediately opened on both fides, and all thofe im-
pediments removed at once, which would have
arifen among people who had no means of con-
veying their thoughts to one another by language,
but muft have trufted to igns and geftures, which,
to thofe born in climates fo remotely feparated,
might have given rife to a thoufand mifconcepti-
ons.~~The natives perceiving the boats preparing to
be launched, imagined it was for departure; but
being told our men were only going off to the
wreck to fetch more ftores and neceffaries on
thore, they faid they would fend one of their peo-
ple with them, to prevent any canoes from moleft-
ing them.

The natives were of a deep copper colour, perfetly
naked, having no kind of covering whatfoever;
their tkins very foft and glofly, owing, as was known

after.
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afterwards, to the external ufe of cocoa.nut oil.
Each Chief bad in his hand a hatket of beetle-nut,
and 2 bamboo finely polithed and inlaid at each
end, in which they carry tbeir Chinam; this is
coral burnt to a lime, which thiey fhake out through
one end of the bamboo where they carry it, on the
leaf of the beetle-nut, before tbey chew it, to ren-
der it more ufeful, or palatable. It was obferved
that all their teeth were black, and that the Beetle-
nut and Chinam, of which they had always a quid
in their mouths, rendered tbe faliva red, which,
together with their black teeth, gave thejr mouths
a very difgufting appearance.—~They were of a
middling ftature, very ftraight, and mulcular, their
limbs weil formed, and had a particular majeftic
manner in walkings but their legs, from a little
above their ancles to the middle of their thighs,
were tatooed fo very thick, as to appear dyed of a
far deeper colour than tbeir fkin: their hair was of
a fine black, long, and rolled up behind in a fimple
manner clofe to the back of their heads, and ap-
peared both neat and hecoming.—None of them,
except tbe younger of tbe King’s two brothers, had
a heard; and it was afterwards obferved, in the
courfe of a longer acquaintance with them, that
they in general plucked out their beards by the
oot ; a very few only, who had ftrong thick beards,
cherithed them and let them grow.~-As they now
feemed to feel no longer any reftraint, they were con-

dulled
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ducted round the cove; the ground was as yet but
flightly and partially cleared, much broken fhells
and rock, togeiher with thorny plants and fhrubs
remaining over it, nor could our people help being
furprized at fecing them, barefooted as they were,
wali over all this rough way as perfeltly at cafe as
if it hal been the finootheit ground. But if the
uncommon appearance of the ngtives of Pelew ex.
cited furprize in the FEngli/b, their appearance, in
return, awakened in their vifitors a far greater de-
gree of aftonithment.—~Our countrymen, during all
the time they remained in thefe iflands, were per-
feltly convinced, that the inhabitants had never be-
fore {een a white man, it was therefore little to be
wondered that they viewed them as a new and a
very extraordinary race ol beings : all they obferv.
ed, and all they touched, made them exclaim wezl!
weel! and fometimes weel a frecoy ! which the
Malay informed them was a declaration of being
well pleafed.-~They began with ftroaking the bodies
and arms of the Engli/h, or rather their waiftcoats
and coat fleeves, as if they doubted whether the gar-
ment and the man were not of the fame fubftance ;
but were told by the Alalsy, that the Englifb in their
own climate being expofed to far greater cold, were
accultomed always to be covered, and had caver-
ings of different kinds to put on as occalion requir-
ed, fo that they could be always dry and warm.
Qur people plainly pereeived, by the geftures of

: the
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the Mualay and the natives, that this was what they 1783.

were converfing about; nor could they avoid ob-

ferving, by the countenances of the latter, the quick-~.

nefs with which they feemed to comprehend what-
ever information the Malay gave them. The next
thing they noticed was our people’s hands, and the
blue veins of their wrifts ; and they probably con-
fidered the white fkin of the hands and face as arti-
ficial, and the veins as tbe Engli/b manner of tatoo-
ing, for they immediately requefted, that the jacket-

fleeves of the men might be drawn up, to fee if their -

armas were of the fame colour as their hands and
faces : fatisfied in this particular, they exprefled a
further with to fee their bodies; upon which fome
of the men opened their bofoms, and gave them to
undertand that all the reft of their body was the
fame.—Tbey {.emed much aftonifhed at finding hair
on their breafts, it being confidered with them as a
great mark of indelicacy, infornuch that they eradi.
cate it from e-very part of the bedy in both fexes.
Tbey afterwards walked about, teftifying great
curiofity, but at the fame time exprefling a fear that
they intruded toomuch. As they bad come on thore
unarmed, this confideration induced Captain Wilfon,
before be thewed them the tents, to order that all the
fire-arms fhould be put out of fight, by covering them
with a fail, that the mutual confidence, which had
fo bappily fprung up on both fides, might not be
chilled- or overfhadowed by the flightclt miftruft ;

but
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ﬁsst but this well.conceived intention was fruftrated

byan aceident.~~As our people were condudting them
to the tents, clofeby the entrance, one of the natives
picked up a bullet, which had been cafually dropped
on the ground, and immediately exprefled his fur.
prize, that a fubftance fo fnall to the eye thould be
fo very ponderous to the touch ; he thewed it diretly
to the Malay, who defcribed to him the ufe of it, and
feemed to be expatiating on the nature of fire-arms,
for when he had done he withed that one of our muf-
kets might be thewn them, that they might better
comprehend their power and ufe.

Cur people had in the tents two dogs, who were
confined clofe to the place where their arms were de-
pofited ; one of themwas a large Newfoundlander, who
had been brought up at fea from a puppy, the other
a fpaniel; the Newfurndland dog had becn the fa-
vourite of every one on board, being a moft excel-
lent guard, and had been taught during the voyage
an infinite number of tricks, by which he afforded fo
much amufement to the whole crew, that there was
not a failor belonging to the Antelope who would not
have rifked his life for the dog. On entering the
tent with their new friends, one of our people went
before to the dogs, to fee they were tied up, and to
prevent any furprize to their vifitors ; no fooner had
they entered the tent, than thetwse dogs fet up a moft
violent barking, and the natives a noife but little lefs
loud; our people fearcely at ﬁr{t knew whether it

arofe
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arofe from fear, or was expreflive of aftonifhment ; 1781

they ran in and out of the tent, and appeared to with
they might be made to bark again ¢ but the Malay
foon explained this to be the effedls of joy and fur~
prize, thefe animals being the firft of the kind they had
ever feen, they having no quadrupeds of any fpecies
on thefe iflands, except a very f{ew grey rats in the
woods.—It was agreed on by Captain Wilfen and his
people, that the with which the natives had exprefled
refpeting the fending one of them to Pelew, that the
King might fee what kind of Beings white men were,
fhould be complied with, and fome difficulty arifing
who thonld be the perfon, the Captain requefted his
brother, Mr. Matthias Wilfon, to go, which requeft

he readily complied with, and agreed to depart with,

them in their canoes.

The jolly-boat went out of the cove this forencon,
but the badnels of the weather obliged her to put
back, as did alfo the canoe that was returning to the
King, in which was Mr. M. Wilfen, but about noon
the canoe fet out again and proceeded on her voyage.
Captain Wilfon was much affetted athis brother’s de-
parture, but hoped the embaffy might prove the
means of alleviating their forlorn fituation, He in-
ftru€ed his brother to inform the King who they
were, to acquaint him with their misfortunes, and to
folicit his friendihip, as alio his permiffion to build
a veflel to carry them back to their own country.
He fent by Mr. M. Wilfan 2 prefent to the King of a

fmall
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‘{ nggft. {mall remnant of blue broad cloth, a canifter of tea,
a canifter of fugar-candy, and a jar of rutk. The
laft article was a¥ded at the particular requeft of the
King’s two brothers, the younger of whom returned
with Mr. M. Wiifon. “

The weather heing rough, our péopie employed
themfelves in drying their clothes, and making their
tents more commodious. The natives conduéted our
people to a well of freth water; the path leading to
this well lying acrofs fteep and rugged rocks, render.
ed the track hazardous and dificult. Richard Sharp,

‘a midfhipman, a lad about fifteen, being on his duty,
the natives took him in their arms when the path was
rugged, and they were very careful in thefe places
to aflift the men, who returned with two jars filled.

One cance and three men remained with our peo-
ple, as did one of the King’s brothers, called Ras
Kook, commander in chief of the King's forces, and
the Malay interpreter ; they eat of fome fowl {tew-
ed with hread, which was prepared for dinner, but
would not eat fome flices of ham which Captain Wi
Jfon had drefled for them, difiiking the tafte of falt,
of which they had no knowledge. "It continuing to
rain and blow exceflively hard all the afternoon, they
could not go away, but paffed the night with our
people, and appeared to he perfeltly ealy and con-
tented with their reception.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER 1V, nggi

The Pinnace goes to the Ship, and finds it had been

vifited by fome of the Natives—The Bibaviour of

Raa Kook, the King’s Brother, on being informed

of it.—The friendly Conduct of this Chicf whilft be

remained alone with the Englithomed Council held,

and all the Cafks of Liquor remaining in the Antes

lope ordered to be flaved.

THE wind and rain this night proved far heavier wednef.
than any fince the wreck ; but at day-break it be. %13
came more moderate, and the boatfwain called all
hands out to work by winding his pipe, the found of
which much pleafed and furprized the natives. Raa
Kook informed Captain Hilfen, that bis brother would
not be able to return, on account of the weather.~—
About ten o'clock the pinnace was fent off to
the thip; the people who remained on fhore em-
ployed themfelves in clearipg the ground and dry-
ing their provifion. The pinunace did not get back
till after dark; their Jong flay awakened unea-
finefs : they brought word that fome canoes had
been at the {hip, and had carried off fome iron and
other things, and it was fufpeéted that among thefer
was the canoe and the three men that were left to
attend the King's brother, as they had put off foon

' after
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1784. after the pinnace, and, as our people thought, were

" only gone out to fith, They alfo reported, that it

being low-water, the pinnace could not reach the
fhip, hut the men were compelled to wade over part
of the reef to get to her, and were now able to
fee her fituation, having difcoveted that a large part
of the rock had made its way through her hottomn,
and in two or three places appeared dry infide her
hold, fo that the remained fixed on the reef. They
difcovered that the natives had found their way to the
cockpit, had rummaged the medicine cheft, tafted
feveral of the medicines, which heing probably not
very palatahle, they had thrown out the contents,
and had carried off the bottles, fo that nothing re-
mained in the cheft that could he of any further ufe,
However, it fortunately happened, that Mr. Sharp,
the furgeon, at the time he quitted the fhip, conceiv-
ing he never fhould get hack to her any more, had
providentially brought away fome of the moft ufeful
medicines.

‘When thofe who rcturned with the pinnace hrought
this intelligence, and had informed ‘our people that
thefe canoes were gone up to Pelew, Captain Wilfon
made this tranfattion known to Rea Kok, not fo
much 3s a matter of complaint, as to exprefs to him
his uneafinefs for the confequences which might arife
to the natives from their tafting or drinking fech a
variety of medicines. Raz Kook hegged Captain
Wilfin would entertain no uncafinefs whatever on

their
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their account ; that if they fuffered, it would be ow- 1783,

ing entirely to their own mifcondud, for which he
faid he felt himfelf truly concerned. This converfa-
tion paffing at fupper, where the General and linguift
were eating with our people, feemed greatly to dif-
turb Raa Kook ; his countenance fully defcribed the
indignation he felt at the treacherous bebaviour of
his own men, and afked, why our people did not
thoot them? begging, that if they, or any others,
fhould dare again to attempt plundering the veffel,
they would, and he fhould take upon himfelf to juf-
tify their condué to the King.~He this night flept
in the fame tent with our people, who all redoubled
their attention to him, perfecly perfuaded from the
generofity of his behaviour, that the difpleafure he
had teftified at this injuftice done to the Engli/h, did
not arife from any apprehenfion he felt in being at
that moment abfolutely in their power, but that his
mind poffeffed fo nice a fenfe of honour as to make
him feel unhappy at what appeared to him to be a
breach of hofpitality in his countrymen ; which he
declared fhould be fully ftated to the King, who would
prevent its happening in future. This dmiable Chief
(for amiahle he feemed from firlt fight) fhewed a
perfedt fatisfation with what our people could do for
him ; he endeavoured to accommodate himfelf to
their manners, would fit at table as they did, inftead
of fqnatting on his hams ; and this pleafing difpofi-
tion of his induced every one to refpet himasa man

E of

uguft,
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1783. of an upright charaer, and fuch they in truth found

vguit.

him to be in every tranfaltion they afterwards had
with him. .

At their firlt coming, the Malay, who was quite
naked, had requefted a pair of wrowfers and a jacket,
which were giverrbim ; and a pair of trowfers, toge.
ther with an uniform coat, were at the fame time
prefented to Raa Kook, who direétly pnt them on,
not a little pleafed in appearing hike lisnew friends,
often looking at himfelf, and faying, ¢ Raa Kook
Englees * hut it was fuppofed he found the heat and
confinement of drefs very inconvenient, for after this
vifit he never wose them ; arxd when Captain Wilon
was at his boufe at Pelew, be perceived he had put
them up carefully among what be deemed his va.
fuahles. He poffefled naturally fo nnbounded 2
¢uriofity, that not the finalleft circumftance which
occurred elcaped his notice; he withed te have an
explanation of every thing be faw, to imitate what-
ever our people did, aud to inquire into the princi-
ple and caufes of all he obferved hrought ahout by
them, lending his perfonal afliftance in every thing
that was doing, and even defired to aid the cook in
hlowing the fire.

Our people finding themfelves now on a perfe&
good underftanding with this friendly Chief, did not
hefitate to afk with freedom, by sheir interpreter,
whatever their own curiofity fuggefted. Ohferving
that he wore round his wrifta polthed bone of fome

greature,
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creature; in the form of a bracelet, and having no- Ar783

ticed that hig brother, who was returned to Pelew
with Mr. M. Wilfon, had a fimilar ornament, they
withed to know on what account it was worn, The

Malay explained this to the General, who, through

him, informed our people that it was a mark of
great diftin@ion, eonferred by the King on his own
family, dnd on officers of ftate, and commanders,
and that he himlelf wore it, both as brother to the
King, and as Commander in chief of his army,
both by fea and land. This new intelligence which
_our people had ebtained, excited them fill more to
cultivate the friendfhip of a Chief, who though fo
higb both in rank and office, had with fo much
condefcenfion and attentive pelitenefs {hewed him.
feif attached to them.

The preceding evening, at fupper, a propofition
had been made by Captain Wilfen to his officers,
which, as it did not take place till this day, will more
properly be introduced here; a propofition found:
ed in the higheft prudence and wifdom, and execut-
ed with fuch refolution and firmnefs of mind, that
it refle€ts the greatelt eredit on the Commander, a9
well as.the officers and men who ferved under him,
and hath a juft claim to be faithfully recorded. The
day after the Amielope was wrecked, when the pin-
nace had been fent aboard her, to fecufe whatever

fiores could be faved, the men having for many -

bours cndured the feverelt toxl the chief officer
Ea thought
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1783. thought proper to ferve them out fome ftrong li-
K _

" quor; but as they were unable to find 4ny thing to

eat, their emptinefs and hard fatigue had made the
liquor operate on their heads, fo that on their re.
turn back they were very noify and elated ; Captain
Wilfon therefore now fubmitted to his officers, whe-
ther it would not be advifeable to ftave all the liquor
that remalned aboard the veflel, left our people, be-
coming inadvertently intoxicated, might be difpofed
to quarrel among themfelves, or engage in difputes
with the natives; or from another mofive, equally
important to the common fafety, left the natives
themfelves, having aiready found their way to the
fhip, might difcover the ﬁronﬂ*Ir liquors, 'wlnch they
would be tempted to drink of too frecly, and, from
never having before tafted of fpirits, might grow
infuriated, and induced to commit fome vutrage
with our people, and thereby draw on a general

"conteft and difunion. The officers univé;'fall'); ap- .

proved the propofition, and defired Captain Wilfon
would the next morning make their withes on this
matter known to all the fhip’s company ; which was
done very early, at the time the boatfwain called all
hands to work. The Captain told them he had
fomething to lay before them, in wbich their future
welfare, nay perhaps their future prefervation, was

. moft materially involved; he then fubmitted to

their judgment the meafure upon which he and his
officers had deliberated the preceding evening;
urged
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urged the propriety of it to them in very forcihle 1783

terms, as a flep that would heft authorize the hope
of getting away from their prefent fituation, and
feeing once more their own country, and thofe who
were dear to them; and endeavoured to convince
them, that however relu@antly they might yield to
the propofition, yet he was fatisfied that the under-
ftanding of every individual among them muft, on
refleftion, perceive it was a mealure ahfolutely ne-
ceflary to he adopted. Upon which all the failors,
with the utmoft unanimity, and with one voice, de-
clared, -that however they might fuffer from the de-
privation of the accuftomed recruit of firong liquor,
yet, being fenfible that having accefs to it, they
might not at all times ufe it with difcretion, they,
to their lafting honour as men, gave their full affent
to the Captain’s propofal, and faid, they were ready
to go immediately to the fhip, and ftave every veffel
of liquor on board; which, on this day, they con-

{cientioufly performed ; every catk was ftaved, and

fo fcrupuloufly did they execute their truft, that
there was not a fingle man amongft them who would
take or tafle a farewell glafs of any liquor.—Cir-
cumnftanced as thefe poor fellows were, nothing hut
a long and well-trained difcipline, and the real af-
fetion they bore their Commander, could have
produced the fortitude and fleady firmnefs which
they teftified on this occafion ; and certainly nothing
sould more exhilarate the fpirits of their officers, or

nore

Auguit.



40

AN ACCOUNT OF

1783. motre endear the men to them, than this conqueft

Auguft

" they fhewed over themfelves—What indeed was

there not to be hoped from fuch a band of brave
fellows, whom unanimity, affeCtion, and murtual
confidence, had united in one unremitting plan of
exertion, for the prefervation of the whole 'w-The
intelligence of this bufinefs being fo faithfully per.
formed, was brought this evening by the officer who
attended the nien, and who came back with the
pinnace after dark, as before mentioned, and was
confirmed by all the others who aflifted ; and if any
thing could add to the fatisfaCtory manner in which
it had been executed, it was to perceive, that, when
they all fat down to fupper, the event did not pros
duce & fingle difcontented copntenance,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

Arra Kooker, the King’s Brother, returns frem Pelew,
and is foon afier followed by Mr. Matthias Wilfon,
who gives & very favourable Account of the Manner
in which he bad been received~—Regulations made
by the Englith for eftablifhing a Nightly Guard.—
The General and Arra Kooker informed of it.—They
approve the Scheme, which is immedistely put in Ex-
ecution~—Some Chara@er of Arra Kooker,

4

1781,
Avguft,

I HE next morning two canoes arrived with Thurfday

yams, ready boiled, and fome cocoz-nuts, which were
prefented to Captain Wilfin. 1In one of thefe veflels
Arra Kooker, the King’s brother, returned back, who
brought with him ene of the king’s fons; Raa Kook
went immediately to receive his nephew, and much
converfation feemed to pafs between them. Arra

Kooker informed his brother, that three men had died

of the things they had taken and drank out of the
medicine-cheft; the General replied, that the Englifh
had teld him this might be the confequence, and he
was glad they had fuffered for their bad condudt.
The meffage which the King’s fon had brought from
his father was delivered to the General, and from him
interpreted to our people, through the Malay ;—the
purport of it was, to bid the Eng/ifh welcome into

his

14
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his country, and to inform them that they had his
full leave and permiffion to build a veffel on the
ifland on which they then were, or that they might
remove to, and build it on the ifland where he lived
himfelf, and be under his own more immédiate pro-
tetion. This being communicated, he introduced
the young Prince to ali our people, and then walked
about with him, and fhowed and explained to him
every thing which he had made himfelf acquainted
with relative to our manners. His nephew, whoap-
peared to be about twenty-one, was as full of afto-
nifhment at what he faw, as the uncle himfelf had
been before; and Raa Kook difcovered no fmall de”

-gree of pleafure in perceiving the eager delight with -

which his young relation noticed every thing which,
his attention was direted to. _

Whilft this engaged the General and the Prince,
our people were queftioning Arra Kooker, with anxi.
ous concern, about Mr. M. Wilfen, whom he bad
conveyed to Pelew, and whom they did not fee re.
turn with him 5 Arra Keoker affured them they would

- {ee him very foon; that he bad only been detained

by the wind, and was allually on his way. He then .
delcribed by figns and geftures (for he had a very par-
ticular turn for mimickry and humour) the apprehen-
fions Mr, M. Wilfon had been under, when he was at
Pelew, wh:cb he endeavoured to convince them hehad
\fery_unfxéceffarily entertained. It was not leng before
our people were made happy by his fafe return ; who
) bad,
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kiad, a5 he told them, undergone no fmall degree of ;{.323&.

alarm, though it turned out to be more founded in
imaginary fear,’than in any real danger. He made
a very favourable report, of the people of Pelew,
that they feemed to be friendly in their difpofition,
and had treated him with much civility and kind-
nels :—The account of his expedition, asrelated to
me by himfelf, was as follows :
. % When the canoe in which I went away came
“ near the ifland where the King lived, a vaft con-
* courfe of the natives ran out of their houfes to
“ fee me come on thore; the King’s btother, who
 accompanied me, took me by the hand, and con-
“ dufted me from the landing-place up to the town,
“ wbere thére was a mat . fpread upon a fquare pave-
“ ment, on which he by figns direled me to fit
% down. I obeyed, and in a little timg the King
“ appeared, which being notified to-me by bis bro-
“ ther, I arofe, and made my obeifance after the
“ manner of eaftern nations, lifting yp my hands to
“ my head, and inclining my body forward; to
“ which hedid not feem to pay any attention. After
“ this ceremony, Ioffered the King the prefents my
“ brother had fentby me, which be received in a very
“ gracious manner.~—FHis brother, Arra Kocker, now
“ talked a good deal with him, which I conceived
“ was to acquaint him with our difafter, and our
“ numbers ; after whicb the King eat fome of the
“ fugar-candy, feemed to relith it, and diftributed a
¢ little
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little of it to feveral of his Chiefs, and then di.
refted all the things to be taken away and carried
to his‘own houfe; which being done, he ordered
refrethments to be hrought, which confifted of 2
cocogaut filled with warm water, and {weetened
with rholoffes ; after tafting it, he commanded 3
little boy who was near him to ciimb a cocoa-tree
and gather frefh nuts, he cleared one from the
butks, and tafting the milk thereof, bade the Iit-
tle boy prefent it to me, making figns to me to
fend it hack when I had drank; he afterwards
broke the nut in two, eat a little, and returned it
to me to eat of if,

“ I now found myfelf furrounded hy a vaft con.
courfe of both fexes; much converfation took
place -between the King, his brother, and the
Chiefs who were with him. As their eyes were
repeatedly direéted to me, I concluded I was the
fubje& of it. Taking off my hat by accident, all
who were prefent feemed ftruck with aftonithment,
which I perceiving, unbuttoned iy waiftcoat, and
took my fhoes from my feet, in order that they
might fee thay were no part of my bady; being
of opinion, that at firlt fight of me, they enter-
tained a notion that my clothes conftituted a part
of my perfon; for, when undeceived in this, they
came nearer to me, ftroked me, and put their

hands into my bofom to feel my fkin,
& It
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“ It being now grown rather dark, the King, bis A!’z:&

* brother, feveral others, and myfelf, retired into a
*“ boufe, where there, was a fupper brought in of
“ yams boiled whole, on a ftand or ftool with a rim
* or edge round it of three or four inches high; in
“adifh or wooden bowl wasa kind of pudding
* made alfo of yams boiled and beat together, juft
* as we mafh potatoes, of which they put tbree or
* four in a bowl or dith. They had likewife fome
“ fhell-fith, but of what kind I could not make out.
“ The condutted me after fupper to another houfe at
* fome diftance from the firft, where I found at leaft
“ forty or fifty men and women ; I was led thither
* by a female, who, when I had entered the houfe,
“ made figns to me to fit, or lie down on a mat
“ that was-fpread, as I underftood, on the flpor for
“ me to'fleecp on.  After the reft of the company
% had all fatisfied their curiofity by vlewing me very
“ accurately, they all went to fleep, and I laid myfelf
% down on the mat, drawing another mat over me,
* which I fuppofed was placed there for that purpofe,
¥ refting my head on a block of wood, which ferves
“ the people here as a pillow. Unable to flumber,
“ 1 lay perfeQly ftill; and fome confiderable time
“ after, wben all feemed quict, about eight men

“ arofe, and began to make two great fires at each .
“ end of the honfe (which was not divided by par- -

% titions, but formed one large habitation). This
¥ operation nf theirs, I confefs, alarmed me very
* much



46

1783,
Aagult.

£13

£ 11

117

£ 11

£6

1 14

113

111

119

121

111

“"

“es

£

111

[ 14

“

(11

111

‘¢

117

129

114

“

AN ACCOUNT OF

much indeed ; 1thought of nothing lefs than that
the natives were going to roaft me, and that they
had only laid themfelves down that Imight alfo
drop afleep, ang intended to feize me in that fitu-
ation -~ owever, beingfurrounded hy a danger,
which there was no poffibility of efcaping, I col-
lected all my fortitude, and, recommending my-
felf 1o the Supreme Difpofer of all events, I ex-
pelled every moment to meet my fate; when, to
my great furprize, after fitting a little while and
warming themfclves, T perceived they all retired
again to their mats, nor got up-any more till day-
hreak, when I arofe and walked ahout, encircled
hy great numbers of men, women, and children.
It was not long before the King's, hrother joined

‘ me, and went with me to leveral houfes, where 1

was entertained with yams, cocoa-nuts, and fweet.
meats.—DBeing after this conduéted to the King,
I fignitied to him by geftures that Imuch wifhed
to go hack to my brother; he perfeltly under-
ftood me, and explained to me hy figns that the
canoes could not gp out, there heing too much
wind and fea. To deferibe the firft he pointed up
to the trees, and blew firongly with his mouth;
and, to mark the too great force of fea on theca
noes, he joined his two hands together with the
palms upwards, then lifted them up, and turned
them the reverfe way, to exprefs to me that the

¢ canoes would overfet.~~The remainder of the day

¢ T fpent




THE PELEW ISLANDS.

“ I fpent in walkmg about the iland and oblerving 1783

* jts produce. I found it confiftled chiefly of yams
“ and cocoa-nuts; the former they cultivate with
“ great care in large plantations, in fwampy watery
« ground, like the rice in Jndia. The cocoa-nut
“ trees grow very near to their houfes, as docs alfo
“ the beetle-nut, which they chew as tobacco.” The
favourable account brought by Mr. M. Wi/fon, and the
meffage which the King had fo gracioufly fent to
Captain Wilfen by his fon, could not fail of gwmg
fpirits to all our people.

Captain Wilfon drefled the King’s fonin afilk coat
and a pair of blue trowfers; he was a young man
extremely well made, but had loft his nofe. Ihis
might accidentally have been torn off by a fpear in
battle, or it might have been the effeét of a ferophu-
lous habity which Mr. Sharp the furgeon found after.
wards prevailed much among the natives,

Before noon the two boats were fent off to the
wreck, but the bad weather compelled Mr. Barker to
come back with the jolly-hoat. The pinnace return-
ed before evening, with fome iron, one bag of rice,
and fundry other ftores ; our people brought intelli.
gence that they found upwards of twenty canoes bu-
fiedd about the veflel, and that fomc of the natives had
been very angry at having fome iron and a cudafs,
which they had got out of her, taken from them.
Raa Kook immediately fent his brother and nephew
off in a canoe, who returned at night with the iufor.

mation

4r -
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mation that they bad been totally driven away; o
affured were our people now of Rea Kook’s friend-
fhip' and proteétion, though but three days acquaint.
ed with him, that even when feparated from the reft,
and on the reef at the wreck, they ventured to difpute
with the natives; and obliged them to g:ve up what
they had taken.

. Finding the nambers of natives who vifited them
at their ifland increafe, and having dried their paw-
dcr and repaired their ﬁre-arms, our people thought
their fa'ety required that they fhould appoint a re-
guiar guard every night, to be relieved every two
hours. “fhe fhip’s company was divided into five
guards, each guard having an officer to give the
watch-word, which was called and anfwered from
the dii‘erent pofts every five minutes, there being
rine men always upon guard~—This arrangement
being to take place for the firft time on the evening
of this day, Captain Ji/fon judged it advifeable that
his guclts thould be apprized of his intention, left
the turning out fuddenly with arms might awaken
ferious apprehenfions in them.

The hour of eight having been appointed for fer.
ting the guard, the Captain previoufty communicated
1o them the refolution they had formed, explaining
at the fame time that it was cuftomary for the Eng-
lifb to have a night-watch whenever they were from
home ; and that bere it might be particularly ufeful,
as it would prc\"eﬁt the inhabitants of the other iflands

from
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from coming by night to artack them. This being !783«

explained, Captain Wilfon invited them, before fup-
per, to fee the guard turn out ; they feemed highly
delighted to obferve our men go through their cxer.
cife before they parted for their refpetlive pofts, each
man having a mufquet and cartonch-box, &c. ; and
indeed all the men on board the Antelgpe, from the
time that the vefiel quitted England, were fo conftant-
Iy kept in the exercife of fmall arms, that they were
fufficiently expert to bave made a refpeable appear-
ance; and on the people before whom they now
fhewed themfelves, their fkill and readinefs muft have
made a formidable impreffion. The novelty of the
fight had foreibly worked on the imaginations of
their new friends.—Arra Kooker having lent a moft
fieady attention to the explanation tbat had been
given of the ufe of thefe military weapons (about
which he had probably been talking with his brother
the General) feemed as if fome fudden thought had
at the moment {tarted in his mind, calling out eager-
Iy to Raa Kook, in thefe words, Englees mora (or go)
Artingall, Pelie, Lew, pointing to the northward
and fouthward ; then cried Poo, imitating the found
which our guns had been reprefented to bim to make
when fired. They returned to the tents where they
- were to fleep, and appeared to be quite at eafe and
contented.—They kept converfing together a great
part of the night ; and the bufinefs of this evening
proved a very favourable circumflance, as from that

. time

Avguft,
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1783. time they feemed to confider the Englifb us pofleffing

An

fuch power and abilities as they could have no con-
ception of before. '

Sentiments nearly fimilar have impreffed the minds
of all people who live-fecluded from an acquaintance
with mankind, whenever accident or curiofity has
carried the inhabitants of remote  parts of the globe
1o vifit their unfrequented regions. But the natives
of Pelews, who, as far as one-is authorized to judge,
not conceiving the gh::be as extending beyond the
horizon that bounded: them, had none but the ideas
of nature to guide'ther ; they had feen no other peo-
ple to difturb their fimplicity, whatever they were
fhewn they confidered and examined as ufeful; they
locked up with admiration 1o the people who could
with {o little trouble produce effefts, which they had

“never difcovered ; and to their admiration they ad-

ded a reverential eftcem, as pofleffing talents they
never could attain themfelves; of which we fhall, in
the courfe of this narrative, give fomc cxtraordinary
proofs. '

Arra Kooker could by no means relith the wearing
of trowfers, but he liad conceived a paffion to havea
white fhirt, and one was immediately given him,
which he had no fooner put on than he began to
dance and jump about with fo much joy, thatall
were diverted by his ridiculous geftures, and the con-
traft which the linen formed with his fkin. This
Prince appeared to be verging towards forty ; he was

in
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in ftature fhort, but fo plump and fat that he was Af?sse

almoft as broad as_he was long ; he poffefled” an
abundant fhare of good-humour, and a wonderful
turn for mimickry; and had befides a countenance
fo lively and fo expreffive, tbat tbough our -people
were ftrangers at this time to almoft all he faid, yet
his face and gefltures made them pretty accurawcly
comprebend whatever be was deferibing. In order
to amufe them, be would frequently try to take off
every one of our people in any particularity he had
noticed, and this with fucb great good-humour, that
every one who faw him was pleafed with his pleafan.
try. Sometimes he would take up a bat, putiton
his head, and imitate the manner of our people walk-
ing in their military exercife; would recolleft every
occurrence that happened, and nothing that he ob-
ferved done by the Engli/h efcaped him ; In fhost, on
every occafion his manner was lively and engaging to
a degree, From the firft time of his having feen the
great Newfoundland dog, as before mentioned, he felt
delight in going to bim frequently, and in carrying
him vittuals ; and by noticing him {o thuch, the dog
naturally expreffed great joy whenever he went to
him. Whenhe was brought on board the Aniclpe,
in England, the dog was named Sailor, and now, fa.
miliarized to Arra Kooker, would, whenever he ap-
peared, bark, jump, leap, and play his tricks ; and
his new acquaintance, when he wifhed to be amufing,
would imitate wonderfully well the barking, howl-

¥ ing,
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:783& ing, jumping, and all the various demonflrations of

joy of this poor animal.

The Englifh, as far asthey colletted from Mr. M.
Wilfon’s accouat, and from the urbanity and atten-
tion fhewn them by the two dignified Chiefs, who
had now been their guells for fome days, in happier
moments, with the certainty before them of getting
away whenever they pleafed, would have enjoyed the
foctety of their new friends ; but the doubt of what
they might further get from the fhip to 3id the huild-
ing of another, and the uncertainty whether they
might ever fee again their country and families, con-
ftantly prefled on their minds fuch a weight of anxiec-
ty, that the refletions of fenfihility were often wring-
ing their hearts, when the fortitude their prudence
affumed, and the attention due to their hofpitable
protefors, compelled them to fubdue their natural
feelings, and mafk their countenances with acquief-
cent fmiles.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VL 1783
Aungult,

The King of Pelew pays bis firft ifit to the Englith—
His Arrival deferibed, andthe Ceremony with which
e is received ; after which be is conducled by his
two Brothers and Captain Willon round the Spat
whereon they had erecled their temporary Habitation,
and fhewon whatever might engage bis Curiofity.mm
After feveral Hours Stay be departs, pleafed with bis
Reception, and takes bis Retinue with bim to the back
Part of the Wand.

AT day.break the King’s fon, accompanied by Friday 15,
one of bis uncles, launched their canoe and went off
to the thip; Mr. Barker alio got off with the jolly-
boat ; the pinnace wanting fome little repairs, could
not be fent till about an hour after; they both re-
turned about noon, bringing with them fome rice
and other flores, and were going to make a fecond
trip, but put back on feeing a number of .canoes ap-
proaching the barbour, and our people were inform-
ed that the King was coming.~Soon after feveral ca-
noes appeared round the point at the entrance of the
harbour, and then lay to; the King’s canoe having
ftopped whilft he was giving orders to another fquad-
ron of canoes (that were armed, and formed his rear)
to detach themfelves to the hack of theifland.—The
F2 King’s



54

1783.
Angutt.

AN ACCOUNT OF

King's canoe then came forward between four
others, two on each fide of it, the rowers of which
iplafhed the water about with their paddles,and flou-
rifhed them over their heads in a very dexterous
manner; and as the King paffed, the firft canoes that
had lain to clofed his train, and followed him into the
cove, founding their conch fhells.  When they had
come inas far ag the tide would permit, it was {ignie
fied to Captain Fijin that he fhould go out and meet
the King ; on which two of his own men took him
up in their arms snd carried him through the thal.
low water to the canoe, where the King was fitting
on a ftage built in the middle of it.  lle defired Cap-
tain ITé//on to come into the canoe, which he did, and
embraced him, informing him, through the interpre.
ters, that he and his friends were Englifbmen, who
had unfortunately loft their fhip, but having faved

- their lives by landing on his territory, fupplicated his

permiflion to build a veffel to convey them back to
their own country. ‘
After a little paufe, and fpeaking with a Chief in
a canoe next to him (who we after learnt was the
Chief Minifter ) he replied, in the moft courteous
manner, that he was welcome to build, either at the
place where he then was, or at his own ifland ; told
Captain ilfen, that the ifland he was then on was
thought to be unhealthy; that he feared his people
might be fickly if they ftayed on it before another
wind fet in, which he faid would be in two nfoons;
. : and
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and that he might poflibly be molefted by the inha. 1783

bitants of fome of the neighbouring iflands, who were
at that time at war with him.

Captain H/fen exprefled his acknowledgments for
the condefcenfion, the care, and goodnefs which the
King bad teftified toward him and his people; ine
forming him at the fame time, that as the ifland he
was then on was far nearer to the wreck, from whence
he had already got fome ftores on fhore, and hoped
ftill to get more, it would take much more time
fiould be remove them farther ; therefore he would,
with his permiffion, prefer remaining where he was,
as his people could fear no enemies whilft they enjoy-
ed his proteftion and friendfhip :~—that he had a per-
fon with him very fkilful in curing ficknefs, which
made him very eafy on that account ; but in cafe any
of his people, during their ftay there, thould happen
to fallill, he would then avail himfclf of his goodnefs,
and convey them for recovery to the better air of his
own ifland. With this anfwer the King feemed to
be pleafed and fatisfied. Captain #7//on then made
him 2 prefent of a fcarlet coat ; and, after fome dif-
courfe, he made figns to go on fhore; the men again
took the Captain up, as before, whilft the Xing ftep-

. ped into the water,.and waded to land.

"The King was perfedtlv naked, nor had he aay
bone on his wrift, or any ornament of diftiné&tion.
He bore a hatchet on his fhoulder, the head of which
was made of iron, a circumftance which much fur.

- prized

Augut,
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3783. prized our people, as all the othér hatchets they had

feen were of fhell; the handle being formed in a fiarp
angle, ftuck clofe to the fhoulder, lying hefore and
hehind, and wanted no tying to keep-it fteady in
walking. The King, on landing, looked ahout with
the fame kind of caution as his hrothers, and thofe
who came with them, had hefore done, on their firft
vifit. Raa Kook met him on ‘the fhore, and, as he
declined going into the tents, the Englifb fpread 2
fail for him to fit on, which he did, and clearly took
and underflood it as a mark of refped; the Chief
Minifter placing himfelf oppofite to him, at the ex-
tremity of the canvafs, whillt his two hrothers, Raa
Kook and Arra Kooker, fat on each fide, at the extent
alfo of the fail, forming, when thus arranged, a
fquare. The principal chiefs and officers of ftate

“who accompanied him, feated themfelves near ; and

behind thefe chiefs the large retinue of his own peo-
ple, which filled his train, being about three hundred,
formed a circle, not flanding hut fquattiné,'in a pofi-
tion ready to rife up in an inftant.—Some tea was
made, and offered him ; he drank one cup, hut did
not feem to relith it.  After fitting a little while, he
was prefented with & remnant of fearlet cloth, and
half a piece of -long.cloth; and alfo had fome rih-
bands of different colours given to him, to diftribute
among his attendants ; which he did immediately,
and they, on receiving them, rolled them up very
handily, for they had all heen unrolled before to dry.

During
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During the time that they were rolling up the rib-
bands, our people obferved, by the geftures and
" looks of the natives, that each Chief fixed his at.
tention upon fome particular perfon; this at the
time alarmed them, apprehending that the indivi-
dual each Chief had particularly noticed, was fin.
gled out as his devoted prifoner; but they foon
afterwards found the meaning to be quite contrary,

57
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and that the individual fo fele@ted was to be that -

Chief’s particular friend or gueft.——Captain Wilfon
then introduced-his Chief Mate to the King, as the
firlt officer under him, whom Abba Thulle ftiled the
* Kickaray Rupack, conceiving at that time that
Captain Wilfin was himfelf a prince of fome coun-
try ; but being afterwards informed by the Malsy,
that he ferved under a far greater power at home,
and was no fovereign, but a Captain, he feized the
diftintion inftantly, and ever after addrefied him by
the appellation of Captain, and his Chief Mate, by
that of Kickarsy Captain, as fecond in command.
The reft of the officers were next introduced, and

Mr. Sharp, the furgeon, was pointed out as the gen- -

tleman of whom he had {poken when in the King’s
canoe, who cured the difeafes which any of his people
were afflited with, at which the King feemed won-

derfully furprized, and kept his eyes fixed on him.
Laftly, all the private men were introduced in their

turns, alfo. After prefenting the officers, &c. the

* Kickaray means fith.~—See the anmexsd Vocabulary.
King
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A:nguii King enquired for the mark of Captain Wilfin’s rank

or dignity as Chief, who was at 2 lofs how to anfwer;
but recolleting that a ring was an ornamental mark.
of diftinétion, told him fo, and Mr. Benger, the Firlk
Mate, having faved his, gave'it to Captain Wilfon,
who put it on; they appeared pleafed with the idea
that it was a kind of ornament whicb had a fimilarity
of meaning to their own.

During the time that this hufinefs was tranfacting,
Raa Kook was converling with the King upon every
thing he had feen and ohferved during his flay with
our people ; this his countenance and geftures fully
demonflrated, and they plainly noticed his deferip-
tion of their fire-arms, and exercife, which the
King feemed eagerly to attend to, and then exprefled
2 with to fee them himfelf; which Captain Wilfon
faid thould be done immediately.

He ordered every man to be under arms, and

‘drawn up on thebeach (the tide then being low)
before the King, who was placed with all his retinue
juft above the flow of the water, and that they fhould
be exercifed by the Chicf Mate, that he might not
abfent himfelf from the King; they, without lofs
of time, prepared themfelves, marched on the thore
in the King's prefence, and fired three vollies in dif-
ferent pofitions.—The furprize of tbe natives, their
hooting, hallooing, jumping, and chattering, pro-
duced 2 noife almoft equal to the report of the mufe
quets. Though this exhibition was made at fome

expence
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expence of their powder, yet our people having for- 1782,

tunately faved all they had on board, it was judged
prudent on this occafion to let the natives witnefs
fome difplay of the effet of their arms, that they
might be impreffed at the firft fight of them with an
enlarged idea of the power and ftrength of the Eng-
lifh; and the more fo as they had perceived, the
preceding night, how much higher they had rifen in
the eftimation of the King’s brathers, by the mere
exhibition of their mufquetry, and giving an expla-
nation of their ufe, _

After this, one of the fowls that had been faved
among the little live ftock from the Antelspe, was
purpofely driven acrofs the cove, where Mr. Benger
was prepared with a fowling-piece, loaded with fhot,
which he fired at the bird, to let the King fce the ef-
fet of their mufquets; the bird inftantly dropped,
baving its wing and leg broken ; fome of the natives
ranto it, took it up, and carried it to the King, who
¢xamined it with great attention, unable to compre-
hend how it could be wounded, not having feen any

thing pafs out of the gun. This created a vaflt mur..

-

mar and furprize amongft them.

Raa Kook exprefled much impatience to fhew the
King whatever had imprefled his own mind, and
taking his brother by the band, led him to a grind-
flone, which was placed behind one of the tents,
and fixed on a block. He put it in motion, which
(having been fhewn the method), he had frequently

done

Auvguit,
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A 783. done before; the King remained fixed in aftonith-

ment at the rapidity of its motion, and at the ex-
planation of the General, that it would immediately
tharpen and polifh iron. Captain Wilfon ordered 2
hatchet to be brought, and ground, that they might
more readily perceive its operation. " Raa Kook eagerly
laid hold of the handle of the flone, and began
turning it, appearing highly delighted himfelf to let
his brother fee how well he underftood it ; he having
the preceding day amufed himllf for fome hours
with this novelty, and had fharpened feveral pieces
of iron, which he had picked up about the tents.
Thecircumitances which moft in this fight bewildered

2l their ideas, were, how the fparks of fire could

come, and how a flone, fo well wetted, became fo
foon dry.
The King then vifited the diffcrent tents, and en-
quired about every thing he faw; all was novelty,
and of courfe interefted his attention. 'When he got
to the tent where the Chinefe men were, Raa Kook,
whofe retentive mind neverloft a fingle trace of any
thing he had been informed of during his ftay among
.thcm, acquainted the King, that thefe were a people
quite different from the Englifh, and that they were
China-men, aword he had readily caugltt.—He begg-
ed one of them would allow the King to examine his
head, noticing the long fingle-braided lock of hair
banging almoft down to the calves of their legs.
The
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The Kin t attention to all that the Ge- 1783
£ ggave grea attenion to a & L [+ 1;.1?13131&.

neral faid, and feemed to be making many enquirfes
of him; by Raa Kookt geftures it was evident that
he was conveying to his hrother an idea that there
were many different nations in different parts of the
world, fome of which were called French, with whom
the Englifp themfelves were then at war (this our
peoﬁlc, in their many hours of converfation, had
told the General of). He alfo informed him that the
China-men were a different kind of ‘men to the Eng-
kb, an idea which he had himfelf conceived, from,
obferving that the night hefore, when the Engli/b turn-
edout their night-watch for the firlt time, the Chinefe
had no mufquets, but only boarding-pikes, and
having enquired the caufe, was told that they were
not uled to fight with guns as the Englifh were, which
induced him to hold them cheap.

When the King heard his brother difcourfingahout
avarety of fiations difperfed through the world, who
all fpoke differently, and had hefore him an example
in the Chinefe, who did not fpeak in the fame tongue
as the Englifb, he appeared inftantly thoughtful and
{erious, as if ftruck with conceptions that had never
croffed his mind hefore. He remained awhile pen-
five and hewildered ; and this circumftance imprefled
on every one, at the time, an idea, which will pof-
fibly now as forcibly imprefs the reader, that there
was every~caufe to fuppofe there had never been a
communication between thefe people and any other

nation;

(¥
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1783 nation; that they and their anceftry, through a line

Asuguft

" of ages too remote for human conjeture to fix a

date, might have lived as fovercigns of the world,
unconicious that it extended beyond the horizon that
bounded them; unconfcious alfo that there were
any more inhabitants in it than themfclves; and n
this cafe, what might not be the fentiments that
might burft on a mind thus fuddenly awakened to a
new and a more enlarged notion of nature and man-
kind ! *

‘As the King was going toward our tents, of which
there were three, with a centry flationed at each, the
day being fine, and the fun in full power, he noticed
the bright glitter of the bayonet; it of courfe afto.
nifhed him, who had never feen any polithed body,
or the adtion of light on it. He flepped haftily to
the centinel and wifhed to feel it, offering to take it
out of the man’s hand, who thereupon drew back;,
Captain Wilfon then explained to him, that no Eng-
lifb centinel would, or dared fuffer any one to touch
his armé.—-Upon this the King feemed fatisfied, and
went on to view other things in and abour the cove.
Raa Kook would now thow his brother the kitchen
which was in the hollow of a rock, a little above the

* 1t 3not irl‘:probablc but that, from feeing the ﬁfa‘la_y, fome
notivn of this kiad might have been awakened beforcy but now,
haring before him a'pcopl.e of & different colour, and hearing of a va-
viety of nations who were of the fom: complexion, the impreffion

. would naturally operate en his mind with redoubled ftrenzth

Cove.
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cove. It was the time when the cook was preparing A:r';asﬁ
ugu

dinner; the implements which furnifhed the kitchen
were fcanty indeed, and could in no other place but
this have attrafted any one’s attention ; but here an
iron pot, a tea-kettle, a tin favcepan, with a poker,a
pair of tohgs, and frying-pan, became, from their pe-
culiar fituation of fuficient confoquence to excite
admiration ; nor were the bellows now forgotten by
the General (of which fome mention has hefore been
made), who taking them up, as he explained their
ufe to the King, fcemed ambitious to let his bro-
ther fee what an adept he was, and began to blow
the fire. 'F'he bald cook, who was always clofe thuved,
and never wore any thing on his head, and was be-
fidz 2 litrle meagre fellow, was alfo pointed out by
him for the King’s notice; for the General’s vein
of humour, as well as his with of information, made
him atten:ive even to the moft trivial circumftances,
e was alfo taken to fee the two dogs, which he
was ftruck and delighted with in full as great a de.
gree as his brother Arra Keoker had been before,
But thefe animals, whofe novelty equally imprefled
all the natives, excited them to take fo mucb pleafure
in making them bark, that our people were after
fome time compelled to confine them out of fight.
Near to the kitchen was another hollow rock,
where were fufpended the hams which had been
faved from the fhip, ynder which fires had been
made,
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r783. made, in order to fmoke-dry them for future fea.
Avgil. fore. Raz Kook was now fo familiarized to our
people’s methods, that he informed the King this
was fome of thuir provifion; he wifhed that one of

them fhould be otiered his brother, which was im-

mediately prefented, and accepted, as was alfo a live
goofe; four or five {the remains of the live ftock)
juft at that moment waddling in fight.

The King being now returned to his former fedkt,
informed Captain Wi/fon that he intended to go and
{leep at the back of the land; and prefently aloud
fhriek was given by one of the King’s officers, who
wore a thin narrow bone on his wrift, which was
afterwards known to be an Order much inferior to
what we have fpoken of before. This, at the mo
ment it was heard, tbrew our people into fome
alarm, but the canfe of it was immediately evident,
for all the King’s attendants, who it was conceived

. amounted at leaft to three hundred, though all dif-
ferently _difperi‘ed; and engaged in looking about at
every thing that attraled them, as if inftantaneoufly

~ mgqved by the fhriek, might be faid to have rather
darted than to have ran to their cances. It wasa
fignal obeyed more fuddenly than could have been
conceived, and no word of command was ever exe
cated with more promptitude. The King departed,
in appearance well plcafed with his vifit, and fail
fied with what he had {cen.
It
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It hath been faid, in the beginning of this chap
ter, that the canoes which preceded the King, were
ftopped a little before entering the cove, hy his
giving orders to the fquadron of thofe which were
armed to detach themfelves, and go to the back of
the ifland ; part of this manceuvre was vifible from
the fhore, and the reft was obtained hy intelligence
from fome of our people who had heen fent over
land to the watering-place, which lay at the hack of
the ifland, and who happened to be on the fpot when
the armed canoes arrived, which fo alarmed them,
that they came with all poflible fpeed to give infor-
mation of it. But the King being then with the
Englifb, they were perfeltly eafy, knowing that thefe
canoes muft be part of his retinue. The King heing
then at war, would not choofe, in vifiting our peo-
ple, to expofe himfelf to any infult from his enemies,
the paflage from Pelew to this iftand being about
feven leagues; and coming with all the fentiments
of friendihip, he judged it indelicate to alarm thofe

who had fought his protection, by the formidahle .

appearance of fuch numbers as accompanied him.
The King’s fon and Raa Kook ftayed with the
Englifb, baving canoes and about twenty people re-
maining with them ; they fept in two tents by them-
felves, our people lying in the tent where their 3rms
and ftores were, two tents having been ereted, for
the accommodation of the King and his retinue. One

wag
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was prepared for the King before be :ame, and the
other raifed cloft to it, for his attendants, after his
arrival, when tbey faw the number of them, In
the tent intended for the King, was Raa Kook, the
King’s fon, and feveral Chicfs; Captain Wilfon re-
mained with them after the guard was fet, and cen-
tinels placed, to thew them refpedt, as well as to teftify
the confidence he placed in them. Soonafter which
the following circumftance bappened, which occa-
fioned much alarm.- -

After the guard was fet, and the centinels placed,
our people were going to reft, when, on a fudden
the natives began a fong, the fhrilinefs and manner
of which made them think it was their war. hoop, or
the fignal for the King and his party from the back
of the ifland to come upen them; the Emglih in-
flantly took to their arms, and Meflrs. Barker and
Sbarp ran to the tent where Captain IVilfen was, to
fee if he was fafe; judging, that if any harm was
intended, the natives would fecure him, who was
alone with them.—Seeing him fzfe and quiet, they
informed him of the apprehenfions of our people,
who were all under arms ; he requelted Mr. Barker
to return immediately to them, and defire them to
make no thew of being alarmed, but to keep upon
their guard until they fhould find what the meaning
of this might be, adding, that he would come to
them as foon 25 he could do it without being no-

ticeds
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ticed ; he requefted Mr. Sharp to fit down hy the 1783

King's fon, and enter into fome converfation with
bim, hy figns, whilft he went himfelf to their tent,
where he found the people under arms; after a little
deliberation on what this noife might mean, it was
thought beft to difcover no appearance of uneafinefs,
baut to remain quiet in the tent, with arms ready by
them, and that he woyld return to the natives, and
wait the event ; when he was foon delivered from
every anxiety, hy finding that they were only tuning
their voices, in order to hegin a fong ; which as foon
as they had in their manner properly pitched, Ras
Kook gave out a line, or flave, which was taken up
hy another Rupack, feated at a little diftance, wha
fang a verfe, accompanied by the reft of the natives
prefent, except himfelf and the Prince. The laft
line they fung twice over, which was taken up hy
the natives in the next tent, in chorus; Ras Kook
then gave out another line, which was fung in the
fame manner ; and this continued for ten or twelve
verfes. They talked at times hetween the verfes, as
if fetting fome of the fingers right who had not been
properly in tune. Their fong ended, they requefi-
ed to hear fome Engli/b fongs, which was readily
romplied with *, and feveral fongs were fung hy one

* Our fongs were fea fongs, and of battles ; and the King
was fo pleafed at the account he afterwards heard of them, that
whenever he met the young lad Cobbledick, who fang them, he
would ftop him, and make him fing one or two fongs,

G of

Auguft,
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4&383& of our people, with which they were exceedingly:
B pleafed. 'This put an agreeable end to every appre-
henfion, as the Englifb were now convinced their
fole intent was to amule them., The natives went
quietly to fleep, foon after this, but there were few
of the Engli/b able to compofe themfelves this nighe ;
the alarm had awakened too many fufpicious ideas,

to allow their mindsto be fpeedily compofe;d.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIL

A Coolnefs arifes on the Part of the Natives, which
much alarms the Englith—This cleared up, and
Friendfbip reflored—The King requefts five of
Captain -Willon’s Men o atiend bim to a War be
twas goiny to make againft a neighbouring Yfland.—
This is affinted to, and be departs with the Men.—
The Englith plan their intended Veffel, form a Dock
Yard, unanimoufly chogfe Captain Willon to be their
Commander, and each engages in the Department he
it nominated to, in order to offift the Confirultion of
their future Veffel—The firt Sunday after the
Shipwreck duly commemarared.

~
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AS all our countrymen’s future hopes depended Saturﬁay
0.

on their being able to build a fhip with the few tools
that had been faved from the Antelgpe, fo, being in
expedtation of the King’s arrival, and well aware
how much thefe implements might be coveted by
the natives, and the difficultics they might be re.
duced to, either to deprive themfelves of the ufe of
them, or rifk the difpleafure of their new friends,
by refufing their folicitations, it was thought expe-
dient to fecrete them from the public view; a con.
venient place was found in a rock, and the tools
concealed ; and it was happily effeCted before the

G2 King
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1733& King arrived, by which our ;:eop!e were relieved
Acgl. com thofe difficulties they would otherwife have

been under,

The morning being fine and calm, our people
launched their boats, in order to go off to the fhip,
but mifled the jolly-boat’s rudder, which had been
flolen for the fake of the iron. Thofe on thore
were employed in getting ready the blocks and
ways, in order to lay down the intended veflel. They

had already got a piece of wood for a ftem, and

another for a ftern-poft, About ten o'clock the
Chief Minifier came over land, from the back of
the ifland, which did not exceed the diftance of half
a mile from the cove, and after locking for fome
time at the operations then beginning, he took
Captain Wilfon by the hand, and led him to the
tent where the arms were kept; after viewing with-
fully a cutlafs, he aiked him for it. In the particu.
lar fituation in which our people ftood, Captain
Wiifon thought a refufal might be imprudent, parti-
cularly to a Chief of his rank, and therefore judged
it wifer to make a virtue of neceffity. Bui, on
goming out of the tent, Raa Km@ faw it in his
hand, feemed difpleafed, and made him return it.
The M alay fome time after coming on thore from
a canoe, furd there was bad news; that he had
heard “ that a cutlafs had been given to one who
¢ was almoit a ftranger, whilft the King’s brothers,
¢ who had been with the Englifp all the time on
i the
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% the ifland, had never had any thing of fuch con- 1{78!3;&

 fequence given them, and that they muft make
* tbem fome prefents.” On thls hilnt Captain
Wilfon offeted each of the King’s brothers & temnant
of cloth, which tbey both received very cooly; he
prefented them afterwards with white long cloth and

fome ribhands; hut &ill not a finile appeated on their

faces ; by which the Captain perceived that this was
not what they wanted.—The event diftrefled our
people miuchi ; they had doubts whethet this appa.
rent coolnefs might arife ffom their having given
the cutlafs to tbe Chigf Minifter, or whether they
bad heen put out of humout at the indelicacy of
this perfon, in having imprudently laid the Eng/ifb
under the neceflity of gratifying him in a requeft,
wbich, fituated as they were, they muft have been
wnder difficulties to refufe.

In the afterncon the Malay informied Captain
Wilfon, that the King was come round into the bay,
being on his retutn to Pelewo, and if he wanted to
take leave of him he muft go off to his canoe.
The Capt#in accordiigly went in the jolly-boat,
having with him Tom Rgf his linguift, and four
other men. The meeting was, to his great fur.
prize, very cool on the King’s part, of courfe re-
ferved on that of his own, far unlike, indeed, that
wndifguifed opennefs which marked the interview
of the preceding day.—And I doubt not but by
this time the reader will have fhared a portion of

that
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that concern, for bis unfortunate countrymen, which
was awakened in their bofoms by this unexpeéted
alteration in the behayiout of. the natives. What
will be think of the bearts of thefe yet unknown in-
habitants of Pelew?—He will bave already loaded
them with reproach, and jydged, too hardly judged
them to be an inconfiftent, faithlefs people, on whom
no reliance could be placed; whom no profeffion
couid bind.—His imagination may bave flarted a
muititude of conjeCtures, yet at laft will probably
fappofe any thing fooner than the real caufe which
{pread this vifible dejection over their true cbarac.
ter.—Never perhaps was exhibited a nobler ftruggle
of native delicacy; their hearts burnt within them
to afk a favour, which the generofity of their feel-
ii}gs‘“would not allow them to mention.~~The Eng-
Lifb had been and ftill were in their power; they bad
fought their protellicn as unfortunate firangers.—
The natives had already thewn them, and fill meant
to thew them, every mark of hofpitlity which
their naked, unprodudtive country could afford.—
They conceived that what they withed to afk, as it
might prove a temporary inconvenience, would look
ungenerous; and that which moft checked their
fpeaking was, that, circumitanced as the Englih
were with refped to them, a requeft would have the
appearance of a command; an idea this, which
fhocked their fenfibility.—The matter they laboured
with was, in their opinions, of the highelt imagina.

' ble
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ble confequence to them. The King had probably ”sjfh
ugu

had deliberated on it in the evening at the back of

talked it over with his brothers the preceding day,

the ifland, and came to the cove thie day determin.
ed to propofe it, but wben there, wanted refolution
to make it known ; yet the objet being fo impor-
tant, he felt unwilling to leave it in filence, and
perhaps conceived that he could better difclofe it
from his canoe, than when furrounded by fo many
Exglifb.—After much apparent ftruggle in the King’s
mind, tbe requeft with great difficulty was at laft
made, and proved to be tbis :*~that the King being
in a few days going to battle againft an ifland that
had dane him an injury, be withed Captain Hilan
would permit four or five of his men to accompany
him to war with their mufquets. Captain Wijon
inftantly replied, that the Eng/f/b were as his own
people, and that the enemies of the King were their
enemiies.—~—The interpreter certainly very well tranf-
lated this declaration, for in an inftant every coun-
tenance, which was before overlhadowed, became
brightened and gay. The King faid he thould want
the men in five days, by whicb time his own people
would be prepared for battle, and that he would
take them down to Pelew with him tbe next day.
Thus was harmony reftored between our people and
the natives ; interrupted only for a few hours, from
no other caufe than that extreme delicacy of fenti-

mcht
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#784. ment which no one would have expefled to have
Avgolte found in regions fo disjoined from the reft of the

world.

The converfation being at an end, Captain Wilfor
taking leave returned to acquaint the officers and
people on fhore with what had paffed at this confe-
rence, which he hoped would meet with their aps.
probation.  All united in {aying that he had alted
with great propriety, and feemed happy to find that
they were again on the fame good footing with the
natives; therefore, that the King mighe fee th'éjr
were ready, and wanted no preparation, the Captain
went off once more to inform him, that the men
would be at his orders whenever he pleafed. This
promptitude pleafed bim much, and he in a very
diftin& pointed manner told Captain Wilfen that be
was his brother Rupack, and that he fhould regard
the Englifb officers and people as his own people;
and that the Captain muft fend his brother, Mr. M.
Wilfon, again to Pelew, to {ee what things were there
for Englifbmen to eaty that they might be fent them';
adding, that he would erder {fome of his carpenters
to come and affift them in building their veffel ; but
this offer the Captain declined : and having finifhed
what he had to fay, be then departed with his ‘at-
tendants to the back of the ifland, notifying that he
fhould return for the men the next moraing. Cap-
tain Wilfen, as before, informed his officers and men

' of
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of all that had paffed with the king.-In the after- 178y,
noon the ways were faid; the keel, ftem, and ftern- Avguil.
poft fquared, as alfo fome of the floor-timbets.

The King came in the forenoon of the following Sunday,
day for the men he had been promifed; Capwin 7
Wilfen, on offering to make one of the number, was
refufed by his own people, who declared that he
muft not expofe himfelf, as all their fafeties depend.
edon him. Evety one of the Engli/b exprefied a
readinefs to go, but the five following being young
men, and requefting their comrades with particu-
lar. earneftnefs to be the firft upon the lift, were
thofe who were appointed, viz, Mr. Cumming, the
third mate, Nicholas Tyacke, Fames Bluett, Madan
Blanchard, and Thomas Duitor ; they alfo took with
them Tums Refe as their interpreter; the King and
the Chiefs taking each one of them in their canoes;
our men being drefled in blue jackets, cocked hats,
with light blue cockades, and properly prepared
with arms and ammunition. The King made but a
thort ftay ; he faid he thould leave four of his own
men with our people, that they were fuch as might
ke trufted, that the expedition would be over in four
days, and that all imaginable care fhould be taken
of the men whom he carried away. He went away
in great friendfhip, thaking all the Englib by the
hand. Our people accompanied their companions,
when they departed, to the water cdge, and as they

moved
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1783. mioved from the fhore in the cove, gave them three

cheers, the firlt of which was only returned by the
Englifl; but tbe linguilt giving Abba Thulle to un.
deritand that this acclamation was uled by the
Englifh as a farewel, and with of fuccefs, tbe King
made all his men ftand up in their canoes and retutn
the fecond and third.

As foon as the natives were gone, the boats were

fent to the wreck, but our people did not think it fafe

to go on board, as they perceived two canoes there
of a larger conitrultion, and fevetal fmaller ones in
fight, which they fuppofed to ¢ome from the ifland
whicb was then at war with the King; our boats
were therefore obliged, very teluftantly, to retum
empty. Duting this day our people felled feveral
trees for a ftem, the one they before had proving
rotten in the middle ; and their prefent leifure, ad-
ded to the little profpect of being interrupted by the
natives for fome days, induced them to embrace this
opportunity to form the plan of their intended veffel.
Mr. Barker, the fecond officer, who had, in the ear.
lier part of life, been converfant in the bufinefs of 2
dock-yard, affifted Captain W:;yon and the carpenters

" in defigning tbe veflel, whicb was now determined

fhould be a Schooner, as eafier worked. The plan
was fhewn to every body, and approved by all. The
petty officers and common men confidering, that to
purfue this interelting bufinefs, every individual muft

do
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. . . . 2.
do his part, and all concur in becoming chedient to ;j gg“

the command of one fiperior, who fhould condué:
and regulate the whole operation, the affetion each
had bora to their Captain, and ftill bore him, though
misfortune had fevered the tie between them, made
them unanimoully requeft Captain Wilfen to be that
one fuperior, and that he would take the command
upont him, faithfully promifing that they would, in
all things, implicitly obey his orders, equally as when
the Antelope was on float*; that the now being a
wreck, they would form themfelves as a people of a
dock-yard, and would confider Captain Wilfen (whofe
former conduét they faid they fhould ever remember
with the warmeft affeCtion) as the maiter, or mana.
ger of the yard, and fubmit to fuch laws and regu-
lations as ufually govern places of that kind. No-
thing could more affet the fenfibility of fuch a cha-
ralter as Captain Wilfon’s, than to fee all thofe who
had ferved under him, voluntarily again feek him as
their Commander, to fhare ftill far feverer toils,
With a degree of joy, only exceeded by his gratitude,
he accepted the flattering diftinction their generofity
offered him, exprefling at the fame time an earneft
with, that in cafe any cenfure or punithment fhould

* As every reader mav not be acquainted with maritime pro.
ceedings, to {fuch it will not be improper to semark, that when %
merchant-fhip is wrecked, afl authority immediately ceafes, and
every Individual ia at full Liberty to fhilt for himiclf,

hereafter

-
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1*33 heredfter be found neceffary to be paffed on any i

Aol

dividual, that this unpleafant office might not reft
with him, but be decided by the majority of voices.
This alfo was aflented to, and all joined iti acknow-
ledgments to Mr. Barker, whofe afliftance had been
fo effential in forming the plan of the veflel, wbich
their own carpenters, however dffiduous and ready,
would not have been equal to. The circumftance
of the Antelope being -fized, and ftuck to the coral
reef, by the rock having pierced through her batiom,
gave all our people the mroft flattering bope, that
many ufeful and valuable materidls for the purpofe
of the new veffel might yet be faved from her, be-
fore any returning bhard gales fhould diive her to
pieces. The fpirits of all our people were renovat.
ed, nothing prefenited itlelf to them but the future
veflel whicb was to convey them home ; defpondency
was chaced from every mind, and each of the Englifh
being appointed to his diftiné ftation by their new
mafter, having deg up the tools which had been ba.
ried previoufly to the King’s vifit, as before mention-
ed, they all went to work with the utnioft alacrity;
each determined (unfkilled however he might be)to
exert bis abilities and perfonal firengtb to promote
and aid the general plan.—7Thofe who were appoint-
ed of the carpenter’s crew were defired by Captain
Wilfon to regard Mr. Barker as their direGor, and
to receive from bim fecb appointments and direc-
tions
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convenient, after he had experienced their feparate
abilities, Mr. Sharp, the furgeon, and Mr. M. Wik
Jon, were appointed to faw down trees, in which
empleyment the Captain often worked himfelf, The
boatfwain, who had formerly ferved part of anr ap-
prenticefhip to a blackfmith, now refumed bis old
avocation, affifted by a mate. The gunnet was to
fee all the arms kept in good order, and occafionally
toaffift the carpenter’s crew, 'The Chinefe wereem-
ployed as labourers, to bring the trees, when felled,
out of the wood ; to provide water for prefent ufe,
and fea ftore ; and two of them appointed to wafh
the linen, which though only rinfed in falt water,
was a great refrefhment to our people at the clofe of
a fultry day, and after fuch feverity of hodily toil
a3 few of them hefore had ever experienced,
Notwithftanding the above diftribution, they occa-
" fionally changed their employments as circumitances
arofe. The getting things ont of the fhip at the
time fhe ftruck, as well as the inattention every one
had to himfelf in that calamitous moment, as alfo the
frequent vifiting and getting materials from her
after, had expofed many of our people to great
bruifes and wounds, on which account Mr. Sharp

was occafionally taken off from his new employment -

of fawing trees, to his more natural one of admi-
niftering relief to thofe who ftood in need of it.
| All
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All arrangements being now fettled, each went to
" his new department, and worked till dark, at which
time all were fummoned to the great tent, where
Captain Wilfon read prayers; it being the requeft of
every one to join in paying unitedly their thanki.
givings to that Supreme Being who had not only fo
providentially preferved them, hut whofe goodnefs
now relieved their drooping fpirits, hy fpreading
hefore them a hope of their being once more reftor-
ed to their country and families. Fach bringing
with him a mind imprefled hy thefe refleCtions,
never were prayers more devoutly or ardently offer-
ed up.. And after they were over, it was ordered,
that puhlic prayers fhould on no Synday evening be
omitted,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VI

Our pegple continue almoft ewery Day to fend 1o the Wreck,
and recover g great Variety of Stores~~They form
& Barricade round the Tentspm—compleat ity—and
continue their Work with the utmy# Affeduity in the
Dock Yard, and in advancing the Veffel.

8

‘1783,
Auguit,

AGR.EEABLE to the regulations made the pre. Monday

ceding day, the boatfwain called all bands to their
feparate labours, except fuch as were employed in
the boats,~It was judged expedient now to form a
barricade in front of the tents towards the fea; this
was done by driving a douhle row of ftrong pofls,
interlaced with branches of trees, to form a thick
fence, the fpace hetween the two rows of ftakes
being filled with logs of wood, ftones, and fand, to
render it as folid as poffible. On the infide was
raifed a foot-bank, on which they could ftand and
fire, in cafe of heing attacked, with an opening left
for one of the fix-pounders, which it was intended
fhould be got from the fhip the firft opportunity, and
placed there, They allo mounted two fwivels
(which were large ones) on the ftumps of two trees
that had been fawed down, in a manner fo that they
might he pointed in every neceflary direétion.

The

18,
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"The boats again vifited tbe wreck very early, and
returned at three o’clock in tbe afterncon, bring.
ing two bawfers and fome boards. Some of our
people employed in procuring water, which was
found to be rather a fcarce article.—~—Tbe harricade
was alfo continued.—There was this day little wind,
tbe weather being overcaft, with fome loud claps of
thunder.—One of the natives having ftolen a fmall
hatcbet, tbat was carried in the boat to the wreck,
was getting off with it in his canoe; but a mulquet
being fired, charged only with powder, in order to
frighten him, one of the people, whom the King
left, went in tbe jolly-boat, and made hiin reftoreit.

Though the morning was fhowery, the boas
returned agéin to the wreck. Thofe on land em-
ployed themfelves in carrying on the barricade on
tbe fide of the land, where they were ftill affailable.
The carpenters fitted the fcarfe of the ftem and
flern.polt. About one o'clock the jolly-boat re.
turned with the lower fhroud hawfer, fome plank,
copper, and other ftores. By her our people were
informed, that the King’s fon had been on board
the wreck, and had fixed a green branch at each
maft-head. The  Englifb were impatient for the re-
turn of the pinnace, and about thfee o'clock it ar-
rived, Qur people in tbe jolly-baat had conceived,
by the fignals put on the maft-heads, that the King’s
expedition againft bis enemies was qver ; but thofein
the pinnace rather fuppofed them to he placed there

eithe
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either to deter any of the canoes of the neighbouring 1733
iflands from coming abroad, or probably as a fignal Avguly
“which might be underftood by the canoes, that ought

to have attended the King to battle, that he was de-
parted, and that they fhould follow him (and this

was afterwards found to be the cafe) ; but their in.
terpreter being at that time gone with the expedition, .

they had nothing but their-own conjeCtures to truft

to. The afternoon was employed in laying the blocks.

for the koel ; Muving fixed upon the ground where

the veffel fhould be built, which was juft without the
barricade, in front of the Cove. They had much

rain and thunder this ¢vening.

The boats made one trip this day, and brought a Thurfday

good quantity of plank, and fome junk for sakum.

They alfp difcovered a catk-of Arrack belonging to

Mr. Barker, it was half a leaguer, and having been
covered by.the flores, had not been perceived when

the reft of the liquors were ftaved. This was brought

on fhore, and given to Captain Wilen, to ufe at his
difcertion; the people were apprehenfive it would be
ordered to be ftaved, which the Captain perceiving

by their whifpermg amonglt themfelves, propofed

it thould be kept, and each perfon have a pint of

grog every evening after work was over, until it
fhould be expended.  This diftribution was approved

by all, and the cafk immediately fecured in the tent,

All hands (the morning being fine) were hard at Friday
work in the dock-yard ; and at ten o'clock they got  **
H the
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tbe keel laid on the blocks, and the ftem and fterns
" poft bolted. ¥n the afiernoon the boats, which had
departed exsly, retutned ffom the wreck; bringing
with them & good deal more plank, two cafks of
beef in cafk, and more than that quantity loofe, be-
fides forne empty water-cafks, which our people were
obliged to be attentive to, in order to fecure enough
for theit future voyage, the natives having deftroyed
feveral of them for the fake of the iron hoops.—-Some

" little murmuring having arofe among thefe who were

Saturday
23

ftationed to the carpenter’s ‘work, the heat of the
weather and their new employment having terribly
bliftered their hands, and their bodily fatigue added
to this, had given birth to the difcontent; in the
evening, after fupper, Captain Wilfin toek occafion
to notice the uneafinefs he bad difcovered, and how
blameable it was in thofe, who were beft able to
labour, to exprefs fuch diffatisfaltion, when even
the weakeft partook of their fhare in the general
toil; and thus, by a proper and well-timed reafon.
ing, every difquiet was fubdued, and perfet har-
mony and good-humour reftored.—It was propofed,
that all thould drink to the fuccefs of the Reliefy
which was the name intended to be given the veffel
now begun; and on this pleafant eccafion the Cap-
tain allotted every man a double allowance of grog.
Squally weather ; yet the boats brought one of
the fix-pounders on fhore, Qur people were bufied
all day about the veflcl. By fome canoes feen to-
day,
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day, it was underftood, that the King was returned N 783{}:

to Pelew from the expedition: g
Our boats, in their feveral trips, having got as gunaey

much plank and ftores as was judged would he fuf- 4

ficient for their prefent wants, all hands were em- ‘

ployed ahout the veflel, and in felling timber. The

gunner, with other affiftants, got the fix-pounder

mounted on a carriage, and fpunged and fealed, fit

for fervice, which was then fixed in the opening of

the barricade prepared for it, fo as to command the

eutrance of the cove, - This day a fmall {prmg of

water was difcovered in the harbour.

H sz CHAPTER
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A! 782. them all come hack in bealth and fpirits. They re.
ARy

ported they had heen very kindly treated ever fince
their departure, the natives behaving to them in the
moft friendly unreferved manner. The King’s hro.
ther, Raa Kook, came back with them, The canoes
hrought great quantities of yams and cocoa-nuts, and
the King had given to each of the men who weat on
this expedition a bafket of fweetmeats, and alfo fent
fome hafkets to the Captain; this fweetmeat they
diftributed very liherally amongft their countrymen,
hut it was not much relithed, being found dry and
hard, infomuch that the failors gave it the name of
Choak Dog.—But of this1 fhall have occafion to fpeak
again, when I come ta defcrihe the cuftoms and
manners of the natives.

The following was the account qur-people gave of
their expedition, which was confirmed by Mr. Cum-
min’s journal, who went with them.

Having departed the 17th, they went to one of
the King’s lflands, about fix leagues to the eaftward
of the cove, where they were received with great
kindnefs, and treated with much bofpitality ; after
remaining there all night, they fet off the next morm-
ing for Pelew, the place of the King’s refidence,
which was inan iffand ahout three or four miles dif-

; here they remained till the 211t, the King not
hemg till then able to get together all his canoes;
however, hy day-light on the 21, they muftered
hefore the King’s houfe with their arms, which con-

fifted
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fifted of bamboo darts from five to eight feet long, ;783

pointed with the wood of thbe beetle-nut ‘tree and
beard:d; thefe they ufe for clofe quarters, but they
have thort ones for diftance, which they throw with
a fhort ftick of about two feet long, having 2 notch
cut in it to receive the point of the dart, and place
their hand at the otber extremity of the dart, which,
being made of bamboo, is elaftic and compreffed into
a curve, proportioned to the diftance they zim at,
and being then fuffered to fpring, in general it comes
down perpendicular on the objeét to which it is di-
refted,

The Englift embarked in five different canoes,
and went away to the eaftward about ten or twelve
leagues, calling as they went along at feveral of the
King’s villages to refrefh and reinforce; at half an
hour paft two in the afternoen, they got in fight of
the enemy. The King had with him now a fleet of

one hundred and fifty canoes, on board of which -

were confiderably above one thoufand men, : Of the
enemy’s forces our people could form no certainty.
Before the ation, Raa Kook went in his canoe clofe
to the town, and fpoke to the epemy for fome time,

having Thomas Dultonin the boat with him, who had ‘

direCtions not to fire till fuch time as the fignal agreed
on fhould be given him: What the General faid,
being received by the enemy with great indifference,
Rag Kook threw a fpear at them, which they almoft
immediately returned : this being the fignal for fir-

ing,

Auguft.
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ng, was inftantly obeyed; a man was feen to fall
direftly, and this threw the enemy into great con-
fufion. Such as were on fhore ran away, and the
greater part of thofe in the canoes jumped into the
water and made for land; a-few more mufkets were
fired, which difperfed the enemy intirely: and ocur
{riends feemed perfellly fatisfied with their putting
them to flight, and in this mark of viGtory, but made
no other ufe of it than to land, firip fome cocoa-nut
tréés of their fruit, and carry off fonie yams and other
provifion. After this fight, or more properly this
attack, the flect returned homeward, the King being
highly pleafed with his triumph. They flopped at
feveral places in their way, where the women brought
out fweet liquor for the people to drink; and it
being too far to get home that night, the fleet dif-
perfed up feveral fmall creeks, about eight o’clock
in the evening, where they flept. The next morn,
ing fcafts were prepared in all the neighbouring
-houfes, and at three in the afternoon the people re-
embarked, and fet off for Pelew, where they arrived
fafe about feven the fame evening.—XHere alfo they
found the women ready to receive them, with cocoa-
nut thells filled with fweet liquor. On landing, the
Erglifp fired 2 volley, and gave three cheers, with
which the King appeared greatly pleafed. Here our

' people flept, and were told that they muft ftay and

reft themiclves the next day, and fet off for their
ifland the day fucceeding. There was nothing but
rejoicing and feftivity in the town the next morning,

and
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and the reft of the day was pafled with hilarity, and 3783.

celehrated witb fongs and dances made on the occa-
fion.

Before our people emhbarked, the King took them to
his houfe, treated them with fome flewed turtle, exprefs
fed great fatisfaction in their behaviour, and promif-
ed to fend to their ifland fupplies of yams; alking
them if they thought Captain Wilfen would again
fpare him ten men to go againft the fame people, in-
timating alfo a defign he had againt another ifland ;
Mr. Cummin declined giving an anfwer to this quef-
tion, faying he could undertake nothing without the
Captain’s orders.—After breakfaft the King went
down to the waterdide with the Englifh, where he
parted with them in a very kind manner, fending two
large canoes laden with yams for the reff of their
countrymen. They then pafled over to the fmall
iftand where they bad firft landed, and walked acrofs
it with the General, who accompanied them, and
who ordered the canoes to go round to the other fide ;
they were now condudted to their firft night’s habi-
tation, where their old friends received them (¥ pof-
fible) more hofpitably than hefore; hoth fexes flock-
ing about them, and making figns to exprefs their
knowledge of the defeat of the King’s encmies, Here
they ftaid the night, and after a paffage this morning
of five hours, rejoined their fhipmates, to the mutual
fatisfa&tion of all, :

The Arrack having heen found during the timg
our countrymen had been abfent, at their return

‘they |

Avguil,
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1783, they twere ferved the liquor due to them, in the pro,
Angut. portion that it had heen ufed at the tents in their
ahfence, wbich they invited their comrades to par.
take of in the evening, and this, with the yams and
cocoa-nuts they brought, made a feaft.—~Thole whe
had been ahfent were exceedingly rejoiced to fee the
harhour and tents put in a flate of defence; hu,
above all, at the progrefs in the veflel, wherein all
the future bopes of every individual were already

in imagination emharked.
uefiay At daybreak the boatfwain, as ufual, piped all
2. out to their feparate departments; and thofe who
had heen at the war, having depofited with the gun.
ner thejr military weapons, moft willingly joined in
the convention which had been made in their ab-

" fence, and entered on their differeat tafks,

Raa Kook having informed Captain Wilfen the
preceding night, that his brother, Abba Tballe, had
given to him, for the Englifb, the ifland he was then
on, the name of which they had not heard hefore,
but now learnt it was called Oroslong ; after break-
faft,Captain Wi/fon, in teflimony of the King’s dons.
tion, hoifted the Brizifhb pendant, and fired thre
vollies of fmall arms, in token of their taking pol
feflion of it for the Englifb.—Our people faying,
they returned in the canoes from Pelew, that the

" patives were conftantly pointing to the ifland, calling
it Englifb, and Englifbmen’s land, the King had fent
_his hrother to make known to Captain Wilfen this

grant
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grant of tbe ifland, as alfo to give the Captain.an 1783,

invitation to Peiey : he excufed himfelf for the pre.
fent, having fo much to attend to at Orsolong ; but
fent Mr. Benger, who had been Firft Mate of the
Antelope, and his brother, Mr. M. Wiifen, with the
linguift, Tom Rofe, and one of the China-men, who
were accompanied by the General, Raa Kk, to
compliment the King upon his vi€tory, and to pre-
fent the refpefis of himfelf and all his countrymen
en the occafion. The reafon of Captain Wilfon's
fending one of the China-men was this, that he might
notice more. particularly the produce of the country,
and examine if there might not be vegetables good
to eat which the natives overlooked, or did not at-
tend to; he alfo gave him in charge to he very acqu-
rate in obferving if they had not plants at Pelew
fimilar to thofe in his own country. The Chingft
being 2ll tolerahle Botanifts, and living fo much on
vegetables, that turn a Ching man on any fpot, he
would contrive to pick a meal for himfelf from it
‘The truth of this remark Captain W75/en had expe-
-rienced from yepeated voyages he had made to China,
as well as from the general charaéter of thofe people,
This afternoon, after feeing onc of the frame tim.
bers up, the Captain went round his new ifland in
the jolly-boat, in order ta oblerve its fhores, and its
external appearance. He found the fouth fide of it
almoft a perpendicular rock, covered with wood,
among which he obferved abundance of the cabbage.
trec,

Avgult,
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tree, but growing in places inacceflible from the
water—The weft fide had a fair fandy beach, and
fome level ground between the fea and the hills.—
It was here where the well was, whence our people |
hrought their water; and many traces of antient
plantations were found, fufficient to demonfirate
that the ifland had formerly been inhabited.—The
northern part is a fteep rock covered with trees.
As the hoat rowed along its fide they had often
breezes from it, wafting a moft fweet and agreeable
fmell. On the eaft lide was the hay and harbour,
which lay eaft and weft; it was judged the whole
circumference of the ifland did not exceed three
miles; the coming in from the coral reef is to keep
right for a fmall opening which feparates the iffand
of Orolong from an uninhabited ifland to the eaft-
ward of it, until the bay opens, then baul up weft
into the harbour; the courfe before will have heen
about fouth,

The morning heing fine, the jolly-hoat was dif-
patched to the watering-place to fetch fome timbers
for. futtocks, and to haul the feine; but no Ath could
he canght, Bome hands were fent to try to procure
fome cabbages, in which they [ucceeded ; they were
drefled for fupper, and found to he very good.—
Some of our pcoplé, ‘who had been cutting timber
at the watering-place, inftead of coming hack i
the jolly-boat with their companions, chofe to return
home over land, and the evening heing' far advanced,

they
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they narrowly efcaped thh their lives,—The jolly. lﬁ

boat returning to the tents when it was dark,
brought an account, that thefe men (who intend:

ed to come over land) had fet out fome time be- .

fore the boat; and it being then late, and o tidings
of them, much uneafinels was entertained on their
account. People were immediately fent out with

lantherns to go in queft of them, who as they went.

on, every now and then hallooed.~~The voices be-
ing heard, and known, the benighted travellers very
prudently halted till the lights they had difcovered
at a diftance came up with them; and moft fortu-
nate it was that they did fo, for when their fhip-
mates arrived they found them on the edge of 2
dreadful precipice, where, had they advanced a few
fteps further, they muft inevitably have plunged to the
bottom. All were happy to fee them return after
fo great an elcape.~This evening Arra Kooker ar-

rived, and paffed the night with our people; he.

brought with him all his fpirits and gaiety, and en-
tertained them wonderfully with the pleafant de-
feription he gave of the late engagement, alling,
with his accuftomed humour and geftures, the panic
which feized the enemy the inftant they heard the
report of the Englifh guns.

The pinnace was fent off to the wreck to fearch Thuriday
28.

if no further neceflaries could be flill recovered...
Captain Wilfon went to the top of the hill above the
tents, and had a fpot of ground cleared, in order

to
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to ufe it as a look-out or obfefvatory, to fee if a pafe
fage could he difcovered in the reef. On examina-
tion, it was thought that there was apparently a
good one, right out from the weft point of the ifland.
—1It had hitherto been a great doubt among our
people, whether a veflel of the fize theirs mult be
(though intended to be no larger than was neceffary
to convey themfelves and provifions in fafety to
China ) would be-ahle to find a paffage through the
reef capahle of allowing her to. float over. Arra
Kosker left the iftand this day, and arnother frame
timber was got up.~The Chingfe were bulied in
wathing the few clothes that were faved.

The weather cloudy ; no canoes at the ifland.—
The boatfwain employed in making a main-fail for
the veflel out of the remains of the fails that had
been faved.—~—The jolly-boat made three trips for
timher to«lay, which heing cut down at the back
of the ifland and roughed off, they could eafily ma-
‘nage to bring round —It was found that the tides
rofe ahout nine feet upon the fpring, and it was
high-water about nine o’clock upon the full and
change of the moon. About four P. M. Mr. Ben.
gers Mr. Wilfon, and the China-man, returned ip 2
canoe, and foon after’ Raa Kook with the linguift
in another. DMr. Benger hrought an account, that
they were received and treated hy the King and his
people with the moft perfe@t friendthip and hofpite-
lity ; that they were conflantly praifing the power

and
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and exploits of the Englifh, to whom they afcribed Al733

the fuccefs in the late batile; repeating the word

Englees inceffantly in their fongs,'at their dances and

rejoicings, which he faid were not then over; and
that they were meditating another expedition, more
formidable than the laft, in which they meant to
rely on the affiftance of the Englifb.—Mr. Benger
faid their boufes were tolerably good, with planta-
tions of yams and cocoa-nuts about them j that the
foit appeared to be rich and fertile ; that they bave
neither corn,. or cattle of any kind, nor did he fee
much fruit or produce of any great ufe or value,—
The China-man alfo added, < that this bave very poor
“ place, and wery poor pegple ; no got cloaths, no got
“ rite, no got biog, no got nothing; enly yam, little fifh,
“ and cocoa-nut ; no gof nothing make trade, very little
® make eat.” This feHow’s defcription, which ¥
have given in his own words, fufficiently fiewed that'
he viewed mankind with the eye of a Dutc/man, only
cllculating what was to be got from them.—The
mind of a fpeculative readet is far otherwife engag-
ed; be, in the difperfed families of the world, traces
the band of Providence guiding all things witb uner-
ring wifdom.«—He marks it balancing with equal
feale its bleflings to the children of men; and con-
fiders human- nature, bowever tmadorned, when
dignified by virtuous fimplicity, as one of the nox
bleft objes of contemplation.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER X

A pafjage is difcevered through the Coral Reef, fufficic
ent to carry out the Veffel wwhen completed. —Captain
Wilfon, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Devis, and Henry
‘Wilfon, gp to Pelew to vifit the King.wAn Account,
of the Hojpitality with which they were received.
Some Defcription of the Manners of the Natives,
and their Mode of Living.—Mr. Sharp is requefied
10 go into the Country to fie a jfick Child of one of
the Rupacks, which he.dvesy apd returns to Pelew.

Satnrday THE morning proved fo wet that our people

30.

could not ftand out to work, but were employed in
the tents. Raa Kosk, fent away fome of the canoes
which came with him, detaining only fuch as were
to carry Captain Wifan down to Pelewi—The Malsy,
who had been the interpreter to the natives, and
whole name was Soogle, being on fhore, took 2
compafs, and pointing to the S. 8, W. faid, that
five days fail from O}'oo!mg, on that point of the com-
pals, was the place he came from, which he called
-Monado ; that there were about forty Dutch people
there, abundance of pepper, and plenty of hogs and
poultry. He faid Monads was three days fail from
Batavia ; that when heleft Bataviz they had three
vellels or proas, that two of them parted company,

and
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and that the one he was on board of, going from 1783

Mozade t& Ternase, was driven by a hard gale of Av

wind hither, where they were wrecked. Our peo-
ple fuppofed there was much falthood in this fellow’s
account, and, from converfations their own linguift
had with him, they fufpelted tbefe people had been
Malay piretes, which they afterwards bad confirmed,

by one of them who was brought to England.~In the -

sfiencon My, Cummin was fent in the jolly-boat,
to try for the paffage througb the reef which was
thought to have been difcovered the day before,
from the Jeok-out above the tents. Captain Wilfon
took up fome men, and cleared ftill more the fpot
intended for an obfervatory,——The jolly-boat
returned, after having been without the reef
through a narrow paflage, in which they found
at low-water three feet and a haif of water, and,
as it rofe eight or nine feet upon a fpring-tide, it was
judged there muft be at thole times twelve feet of
water, which would be almoft double the draught of
the 8chooner wben finithed.—This was an informa-
tion whicb revived every one’s hopes and made all
our people look forward with freth fpirits. Intelli-
gence was alfo brought, that they bad found feven
fathom water immediately without the reef, and
three fathom within in the fhoaleft part, which was
2 narrow bank of fand that formed a bar.~Thele
obfervations were taken at low-water, or when very
little flood was made.

i The
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The Captain having fixed this day for his going
to vifit the King at Pelew, as foon as all had break..
fafted, he read prayers in the tent; Raa Kook, with
fuch of the natives as were waiting to accompany
him, attended divine fervice, and were moft exceed.
ingly attentive, following exattly what they faw our
people did, in rifing ot kneeling, except that inftead |
of kneeling they would fguat down on their hams.
After prayers were ended, Captain Wilfon took leave
of his people, taking witb him Mr. Sharp, Mr. Devir,
and his fon Mr. Henry Wilfon ; they went in the jolly. |
boat; the General accompanying bim in his cance.
They left the tents ahont eight o’clock in the mora- |
ing. Ar noon as they approached the little ifland
which lies about three or four miles in the fea off |
Peley 5 they ohferved Raa Kook’s canoe, paddhing
away at a great rate to get a-head of them; he juft
ftept on fhore at a little town fituated hy the water
edge, and foon returned to meet them, direfling
their courfe to the leeward of the ifland, where they
were met by another canoe, laden with yams, cocoa-
nuts, and fweetmeats, to refreth them on their pal-
fage. This explained immediately the reafon of the
Eeneral’s quitting them o fuddenly, which they now
perceived was merely to indulge his hofpitahle difpo-
fition, and from his anxiety left our people fhould
be fatigued for want of refrefhment. Fvery ome
partook of this entertainment, and then proceeded;
and reached the ifland of Pelew about one oclock

in the afterdoon.
As










B D S0 T T _‘
) : M e . 4 WP
Ufirad €0 o0 m ey ok

R TS S T O O HE T ,
. :
""‘SI .ll\‘::_L [ATEIY 1".1L‘ ' thiw ": il i -
TRV ! \ ‘
ALY ' i .

PG Bt e he AT s and prove ?

! B .
Lo th .
e trpre 1. e L vy a1
T R, LRVCHE L ST ) T A

.i!.ﬁ Va1 I-.__I . . ) I |

i Y iy (%
dm&_t Irec i

urs, ar!
'4:;--:5- 1o the . :
re theé ‘ 1 '

E ,'ﬁ/’f




o —

N,

. ——
Lh e W B [ P
Lt L T e b e e
" . ‘
- ) -




THE PELEW ISLANDS,

As Pelew came in fight, the jolly-hoat hoilted .&783.

Englifb eolours, and fired three mulfquets; which
were anfwered, as they approached nearer the thore,
by a white flag ftuck on a pole; this was conceived
to have been fuggefted by the Malay, and proved to
be fome of the white cloth that had been given to
the King. Raa Kook having quitted his canoe,
ame into the jolly-hoat; ‘and our people, on land-
ing, fired three mufquets more, after having hoifted
their colours, and fixed them in the ground oppofite
a houfe clofe to the water-fide, at the end of the
saufeway where they came on fhore; to which houfe
our people were condudled hy Raa Kook, to wait the
King’s coming, he having difpatched a meffenger to
notify the Captain’s arrival,

Before the King appeared, fome of the natives
were fent down with refrefbments ; they firft hrought
2 large tureen, made of wood, in the thape of a bird,
and inlaid with fhell, this was full of fweet drink;
they alfo hrought a painted ftand, about two feet in
height, inlaid in the fame manner as the rureen,
upon which were fweetmeats garnithed with Sewille
oranges ; next came 2 hatket of boiled yams, follow.
ed by another of young cocoa-nuts; thefe were all
placed in a kind of order, preparatory to the King’s
coming*. On his arrival Captain Wilfon rofe, and

I2 emhraced

* 1t was vory remarkable, that, thronged as the houfe was,
sod every avenue to it, yet as foon as it was known that the King

was
»

1cI

uguft,



o W
kN

1c2

AN ACCOUNT OF

1783, embraced him, as he had done at their firfl interview,

agaft

" Abba Thulle fat down by him, and they were then

ferved with the before-mentioned provifions,; by a
man who feemed to a& asa butler, and gave to eacka
portion, by the King’s direftions. After this enter.

. tainment was over, Captain I¥ilon offered him the

prefent he had brought, whicbh confifted of fome
iron-hoops, fome necklaces made of gold' and filver
lace, tied with ribband at each end; to which be
meant to bave added a few files, but one of the
natives purloined them from the perfon who had
them in charge.

'The King came down without any ftate, and feem.
ed only attended by thofe whom curiofity to fee the
Englifh had brought together ; the houfe, and every

“part about it, was thronged with the natives, to fee

our Captain, who had dreffed himfelfin the Company’s
uniform. : '

After the repaft was ended, Mr. Devir, who was
a draughtfman, being ftruck with the appearancé of

"a womnan who was prefent, took out a piece of paper,

and was making a fketch of her figure; whicb, be-
fore he had completed, the lady notieing that be
had }epeaiedly looked her earneftly in the face, and
marked fomething down, was diftreffed at it, and
rofe up to go away, in appearance very much agi-
tated ; nor could fhe be perfuaded to-flay, although

was approaching the moft profound and reverential filence war
prefurved. '
fome
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fome of the Rupacks prefent laughed heartily at her 1783. .

alarm: which led our people to conceive that the was
the wife of one of them. A Rupack looking over
Mr. Devis’s thoulder, feemed pleafed at the repre»
fentation, or likenefs, and withed to hand it up to
the King ; who fo readily en ered into a true ideaof
the art, that he immediately fcnt a meffenger to
order two of his women to come down to the houfe
where he was: they arrived very foon, and placed
themfelves at the window fronting where Mr. Devis
was feated, at which thefe ladies could ftand without
being feen lower than the waift ;—perceiving, as
they looked into the houfe, 2 fmile on every coun-
tenance, they at firft appeared pleafed themfelves,
and the King told them the reafon why he had fent
for them; but foon noticing Mr. Devis fixing his
eyes earneftly on them, they did not know what to
make of the bufinefs, and began to look exceeding,
ly grave. The King then feemed to chide them, on
which they ftood guiet, and rather affumed an eafier
air, Mr. Dewis having finithed his fketches, prefented
them to the King, he thewed them immediately to
his women, who feemed pleafed in viewing on paper
afancied likenefs of themfelves, and appeared as if
a little afhamed at having been fo foolifhly and un-
neceffarily . diftreffed,

The King then defired Mr. Devis to lend him 2
piece of paper, and his pencil, on which he attempt-
¢d to delineate three or four figures, very rudely,

without

-
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without the leaft proportion ; their heads, inftead of
an oval, bciné in a pointed form like a fugar-oaf.

- Nor let any one conclude from this circumfitance,

that the King was oftentatious to exhibit the lHule
knowledge he poflefled of the art; I rather mention
it as a proof of his opennefs of remper, to let M.

. Devis fee that he was not totally ignorant of what

was meant by it; nor was it lefs a mark of his con.
defcenfion, in thewing he could very imperfeély trace
what the artift was able more happily to deline.

- ate. He approved in the firanger thofe talents he

would himfelf have been ambitious to poffefs, andin
his manner of teftifying his approbation, exhibitedin
captivating colours that which no pencil could dif
pléy,——{he urbanity of a noble mind.

The King now fignified to his guefls, that he
would condudl them up to the town; they exprefied
their readinefs to attend him, and ordered their co-
lours to be raifed and carried before them, withing
to imprefs on the natives what little idea of ceremo-
ny their forlorn fituation could admit of. Pelew i
hardly more than a quarter of a mile from the fhore;
they afcended a bank into a wood, led by the King
and Rga Kook, and followed by a great concourfe
of people. Having pafled the wood, they fousd
themfelves on a fine broad caufeway, or pavemen,
with rows of trees on ecach fide, forming a grovw;
this caufeway was raifed about two feet above the
Jevel of the ground, and was about ten feet in width,

having
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having a hroad flat ffone running along the middle, fi 783&

for the greater conveniency of walking ; it was pav.
ed on each fide with {tones of g fimaller fize, and lefs
worked ; this canfeway led to the town, and then
parted to the right and left; the one conduting to
where fome of their boat-houles were erefted, the
other to their hathing-place.

Having now reached Prkw, they cameintoa large
fquare pavement, round which were feveral houfes;
our people were conducted to one that ftood in the
centre of one of the fides. Out of this houfe iffued
a number of women, who were waiting to fee thele
new Beings the Engli/b, and whom they foon under-
flood were the wives of fome of the Rupacks, or great
officers of ftate; thele were rather fairer than the refl
of the women, had fome little ornaments ahout them,
and their faces and breafls were rubbed over with
turmeric,

The King, and his hrother Raa Kook, led his guefts
into this houfe, into which the women returned, and
received them with much joy, prefenting their com-
pany with cocoa-nuts, and fweet drink, which all
fat down and partock of. The ladies alfo feated
themfelves, and taking a parcel of leaves, began
making mats; an employment in which they pafs a
great part of their time. The King informed his
guefls that this houfe was to be their abode as long
as they remained at Pelewo, and that there they were
to fleep, After which he rofe up, and withdrew,

pre-
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1783. previoufly apologizing to Captain Wilfon for retiring,

Aangutt

" faying he was going to bathe. Soon after 2 meflage
came to Raa Kook, from the Queen, to requeft the
migbt fee the Englifb at her dwelling ; they attend-
ed the General thither, threugh a pathway from the
hack of the houfe where they were, which led into
a grove of cocoa-nut trees; having crofied the
grove, they came to a {mall retired hahitgtion, in
the front of which was a fquare, formed with paved
flone, furrounded alfo with cocoa nut trees, Imme.
diately before this houfe was a rail, on which were
fome tame pigeons, tied by the leg. This is a hird
held in fuch effimation in thefe iflands, that none
but the Rupacks, and their families, are allowed to
eat of them.  As they approached, the Queen open-

_ed her window, and fpoke to Raa Kook, to defire the
Englifb would nt down on the pavement before her ;
which being complied with, a number of attendants
brought out yams, cocos.nuts, and fweet drink;
and whilft they were partaking of thefe the Queen
atked Ras Kook many queftions about our people,
and then feat them one broiled pigeon (which they
drefs without drawing) that every one might bave 2
bit to tafte; giving them to underfland, that this
was the great:efi rarity that the country produced.
She took very great notice of the Englifh, and wifh-
ed fome of them would come clofe to the window,
and draw up their coat-lleeves, that fhe might fee
the colour of their fkin; after fhe had viewed them

atten-
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attentively, and afked, through the General, as many !?93

crcumftances refpelting them as the thought fhe
could with propriety obtrude, fhe fignified that fhe
would not Yonger trefpafs on their time by detaining
them; fo they rofe and took leave of her *.

The General now told them he wifhed to condud
them to his own houfe, which was a little diftant from
the firft fquare, where the King bad allotted them
their habitation.~At the houfe of this Chief they
were received quite in a family way, without any
form; they were obliged juft to tafte of what was
fet before them, though their appetites had been
fufficiently taken away by partaking of fo many en-.
tertainments before. Raa Kook’s wife brought them
ina broiled pigeon, which they, out of compliment,
eat a bit of, for the honour done them.~—In this do-
meftic fcene Raa Kosk appeared in a new and amia-
ble light; it was 2 fituation which placed to their
view that benevolent heart of his they had themfelves
before frequently noticed.~Here he was furround.-
ed by feveral of his children, two of whom were
very young, and feemed almoft of the fame age ; they
were climbing up his knees and carefling him, whilft
he feemed to enjoy great pleafure in rolling and tofe
fing them about, handing them to our people, that
they might alfo notice and play with them.

* This Iady feemed to have a greater degree of refpedt and at-
teation paid her than any other of the King’s wives ; fhe never
wept abroad, and her houfe was the King's general relidence.

Whilft
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‘Whilft the attention of Captain Wi/for and his com.
panions had heen engaged hy this interefting fcene,
the night had crept faft on them, and jt being now
quite dark they requefted leave to retire; Rag Kuk
apologized for not waiting on them home, but or-
dered one of his own people and the Malay to con-
Juct them back.

Being arrived attheir allotted dwelling, they leamnt
that the King bad heen there after his bathing, hut
underftanding they were gone abroad with his bro-
ther, he had retired to his own houfe, hut had fent
them fome fifh for fupper.—After fupper Raa Kok
fent mats for them to fleep on, and called himfelf
before he went to reft, to-fee if they were fupplied
with every tbing they ftood in want of, and whichit
was in his power to offer.~~Our people repofed og
thefe mats at-one end of tbe houfe, the King having
ordered fome of his own men to fleep at the other
end, to proteét them from any incomrcniency which
might arife from the curiofity of the natives, as well
as to watch the fires, made to keep them from the
dews and mofquitos. They all repofed very well, in
the fulleft degree fatisfied with the great attention
and kindnels of their new friends.—The night prov-
ed hoth windy and wet, but they found their habita-

" tion perfectly dry 5 their houfes being fo well thatch-

Septem.
Monday

ed, that the weather rarely is able to penetrate them.
Raa Kook called on them very early in the morn-

ing ; in all his vifits he wore on his countepance
fuch
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fucha look of good-humour and congratulation as 1783

more than told our people be rejoiced to fee them.
He never feated himfelf clofe, but at fome fmall dif-
tance from tbem, which is regarded in thele parts as
a mark of refpeét.—He told them he was going to
batbe, and tbey went down to the fhore to fee if their
boat and its iron.work was fafe.~-On their return,
the Captain and bis companions received a meflage
to breakfaft with tbe King.—They were conduted
to the houfe where, the preceding evening, they had
been to pay their refpelts to the Queen. It confift-
ed of one great room, not boarded on tbe floor, as
is the ufual cuftom there, but covered with bam-
boos laid and faftened down collaterally, witb fcarce
any fpace between.—At one end of this room was
the kitchen, where the fervants were bufied in pre-
paring breakfaft, but without any partition to fepa-
rate the kitchen.—At the oppofite end ran a high
rail, with a large mat loofely laid over it.~Some
attendants wbo were prefent, defired our people to
feat tbemielves ; which, when they bad done, the
King pulled down the mat, and difcovered himfelf
and the Queen feated bebind it.—As this trifiing
ceremony had fomewbat of an air of ftate that had
never been fhewn before, nor was on any future
occafion exercifed, they fulpected that this mode of

the King’s receiving the Engli/b was fomething the.

Malay bad put into his head, and which the King
probably found fo clumfy and foolifh that he never
adopted

Seprom.
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&;83 adopted it again~They had boiled fith and yams

placed before them ; and during breakfaft the King
thewed Captain Wilfen a large piece of chintz, which
the Malay had faved when he was wrecked, and had
given him.—He feemed to admire it rauch, and
when it had been looked .at, he folded it up again
very nicely in a mat; having only produced it as
being to him a great curiofity.

During the time of breakfaft tbe King talked
much with the Malay, who after it was over told
Mr. Sharp that Abba Thulle withed he would go a
little way into the country, without declaring for
what purpole.—Mr. Sharp hefitated, till Mr. Dewis
offered to accompany him; the King faid a perfon
would prefently be there to conduét tbem, who,
when he came, appeared to be one of the Rupacks
who had been with them at Oroolong -at the King’s
firft coming, when they individvally fixed their no-
tice on fome one of our people; a circumftance
which then occafioned fome alarm, as has before
been mentioned *. And this Cbief proved to be
the perfon who had particularly noticed Mr. Sharp
as his friend or Swealic (2 term the natives gave it).

Mr. Sharp and Mr. Devis, accompanied by the
interpreter, put themfelves cheerfully -under the
guidance of this Rupack, whole name was Adrrs
Zook ; they had not proceeded far, after getting off
the caufeway, before they met with Captain Wilfn's

* Sec page 57. fervant
CIValiiy
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fervant, who was ftraggling about with his gun to 32783.

kill fome fowl for dinner. The Rupack made figns
to him to join company, which he did, on being
informed by Mr., Sharp that he was going where the
King had fent him. As they went over the hills,
they paffed feveral pleafant villeges, and a valley
beautifully cuitivated with plantations of cocoa-suts
and yams, forming from the fummit a rich and deli-
cious ptofpet. When they had got nearly three
miles from Perlew, the heat was fo oppreflive, that
Mz, Sharp and his coinpanions exprefied am inclina-
tion to return back ; hut the difappointment which
appeared in the countenance of the Rupack who had
conducted them, made hoth gentlemen judge it ad-
vifeahle not to crofs his withes.—They therefore
proceeded about 2 mile and a half fnrt.hcr, when they
arrived at a plantation, at the end of which ftood
his houfe, He folicited them to enter, when vari-
ous refrefhments were placed hefore them. He
then introduced his wife and his children; and
thewed Mr. Sharp 2 child that was affliCted with
fome bad wicers, from a kind of boils, a diforder
which he faid was common to the people there;
and informed Mr. Sharp what applications he had
himfelf ufed to his child, which were chiefly fomen.-
tations, made with certain leaves; and that occa-
fionally, after the inflammatory fymptoms were
ahated, he had put a little of their chinam into the
wound to eat the proud fleth—Mr. Sharp, who,

fityated
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¥783. fituated as he was, could not undertake to repeat

his attendance, thonght it beft to advile the Rupack
to the continnance of the remedy the child had been
accuftomed to; and now perceiving the reafon why
this vifit was folicited, after remaining there a pro.
per time, he and Mr. Dewis intimated their with to
return back ; but the Rupack told them that his peo-
ple were at work for them, and that they muft not
depart till the bufinels they were about was done.
They now perceived the hofpitality of Arra Zook wras
not confined to the tranfient entertainment he had
already fpread before them: His.people prefently
appeared, loaded with yams and cocoa-nuts, packed
up in large batkets ; and alfo batkets of {weetmeats,
which they had made freth for them while they had
been in his houfe. The Rupack told them that his
people thould carry all thefe hafkets to the King’s
town, that they might there be put into a boat to be
given to their friends at Oroolong.—Cbarmed with
tbe charater of their liberal hoft, Mr. Sharp and
his companions took their leave, teftifying their
thankfulnefs for the kindnefs be had fhewn them ;
whilft the good man ftood affuring them of the joy
they had afforded him and his family in coming to
his houfe, and how truly they had obliged him by
looking at his poor fick child. As the Rupack ac-
companied them to the door, oppofite to it, on a
rail (as before defcribed at the Queen’s houfe) was
his rooft of tame pigeons; not thinking he had fuf.

ficiently
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ficiently gratified his liberal {pirit, he gave them at 1783.
parting a look of the warmelt benevolence, and told Scptes.

them, when their {hip was built, they fhould have
all his pigeons to carry with them. '

Thefe gentlemen returned to Pelew, followed by
the fervants of Arra Zook with the prefents of their
malter.——Captain Wilfon.had in the mean time paid
a vifit to Raa Kook, where he was thewn three iron
travellers, which fome of the natives had got from
the wreck ; the General faid the Englifh fhould have
them again, and the Captain in return promifed to
give him a hatchet.

Such are the little pleafurable harters of life, when
life is governed hy fimplicity alone, and the efti-
mation ohjefts are held in, is only proportioned to
sheir real utility!

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IX

Further Account of the Natives of Pelew.—A Coun:
cil of State is beld, at the Breaking up of which the
King requefts of Captain Wilfon ten Men to go with
him on a fecond Expedition againft the fame Ene-
my—which is agreed too—Defcription of the Dance
of the Warriors—Qur People reiurn to Oroolong,
find their Countrymen well, and in great Unanimity
advancing the Veffele—The ten Men felected who

. were to attend the King to Battle.

-

”":‘dﬂ? THIS day a great council was held, in the fore-

noon, in the open air, on the large fquare pavement
near the houfe allotted the Englifh, It confifted of
a number of Rupacks, or Chiefs, feated each onz
fingle flone, placed near the outer horder of the
pavement ; that for the King was more elevated than
the reft; and clofe to the fide of it was a ftone ftill
higher, on which he occalionally refted his arm:
when in their places, they are encircled hy officers
of inferior rank. They dehate from fide to fide, on
whatever fuhjett happens to he under difcuffion, and
it was underffood that the plurality of opinions de-
termined the matter hefore them. In the prefeat
cafe it did not require the knowledge of their lan
guage to difcover the hufinefs they were on; as the

houle
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houfe in which the Captain and his companions
were, looked full on their council; and their gel.
tures, as well as the frequent repetition of the words
Englees and Artingall, left our people no room to
doubt but that #hey had been the {ubjet of their
deliberation.— After the council broke up, the
King, attended by the ligguift, came to the houfe
where the Englifs were, and requefted Captain
filjfon would permit ten of his men to go with him
to battle, againft the fame enemy as belore. Captain
‘Hilfon replied to the King nearly as he had done be-
fore, * that the Englifb were bis friends, and would
“ regard tbote who were his enemies, as being ene-
“ mies of their own.”” This reply greatly pleafed
the King, The Captain defiring to know the caufe
of the war, Abba Thulle informed him, through
the linguift, that fome time back, at a feftival at
Artingall, one of his brothers, and two of his Chiefs,
had heen killed, and that the two iflands had been
at war ever fince; the people of Artingall, fo far
from making any fatisfaltion, had proteéted the mur-
derers. Captain Wilfon intreated that his people
night not be detained at Pelrse longer than was
neceffary, as it would greatly retard the building
of his veffel. The King anfwered, ¢ that be could
“ not in decency fend them back the moment he hat had
“ their fervices, but that be would keep them only two
 or three days, that they might be made gay, and re-
“ Joice with bis own people after fubduing bis enemies.”

K In

I35

ry83.
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1783.  In the afternoon the King took Captain Wi/fon and
™ his companions to fee fome canoes that were then
building ; and thewed them alfo fome of their boat.
houfes, which were well conftrutted, nicely thatch.

ed, and not unlike thofe that are made in England,
From hence they were carried to fee fome other
canoes, which were juft come in from an expedition
they bad been fent on by themfelves, and from

- which, after four days abfence, they had returned
viftorious, having brought in one canoe of the
enemy, though not a fingle prifoner.  The obtain.

ing a canoe, however trifling it may appear toa
reader, is equal to the capture of the largeft thip of

war in Eurepe; as their battles are generally fought
near fhore, and, when there is no appearance of
fuccefs, they get to land and haftily haul up their

canoes.

In the evening our people were entertained with
a dance of the warriors, who were juft then return.
ed, which was performed in the following manper:
—1he dancers have a quantity of plantain leaves
brought to thera, which they fplit, and thiver inw
the form of ribbands, thefe they then twine and fix
round their heads, wrifts, waifts, ankles, and knees,
and the leaves being of a yellowith hue, fo prepared,
have not an inclegant cffc@ when applied to deir
dark copper fkin. ‘Yhey make alfo bunches or wf
fels of the fame, which they hold in their hands

When drawn out, they form themfclves into circles
of
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of two or three deep, one within another. In gene- 1783.

ral an elderly man amongft them hegins fomething
like a fong, or long fentence, int a very folemn tone,
for our countrymen could not difcriminate which it
“was, and when he comes to a paufe, or what we
hould call the end of a ftanza, a chorus is ftruck
up, and the dancers all join in concert, fill conti.
nuing their fignre. Their dancing does not fo much
confift in capering or agility, asin a particular me-
thod they have of balancing themfelves, and this fre.
quently very low fideways, finging together all the
while; during which, they will flatten their circles,
fo as to hring themfelves face to face to each other,
lifting up the taflels they hold in their hands, and
giving them a clathing or tremulous motion ; after
this there will be a fudden paufe, and an exclama.
tion from every voice, #¥ee// ‘Then a new fentence
or ftanza is repeated, and danced to as before, and
the fame ceremony continued, till every man who is
engaged in the dance has in his turn bad his repeti-
tion and chorus.

During this feftivity two large tubs of fweet drink

Septem,

were hrought in, which were ferved out, firft to the

Englifb and the principal people prefent, who juft
tafted it, and then the tuhs were carried to the war-
riors ; and when the dance was ended, they all fac
down upon the fquare, and the drink was ferved out
1o them by four perfons who feemed to he people of
note, having bones upon their wrifts; the warriors

K2 then
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then removed to a houfe, at which a fupper was pre.
pared for them, where they continued dancing moft
part of the night, but when it grew dark the Englifh
retired fo their own habitation.

'The night proved very wet and wmdy ; our peo-
ple the next morning breakfafted with the King, and
after hreakfaft Captain 3#5//on acquainted him, that
as foon as the weather would permit he intended to
return to Oraslong ; to which he was pleafed to agree.
The wind being unfavourable, Mr. Sharp rook the
Captain to {ce the Rupack, whole child he had vifited
the preceding day. They ‘paffed many fine planta-
tions of cocoa-nuts, vams, and beetle.nuts; and

“alfo oblerved a- tree with a large fruit on it, which

the natives call Ri’2’mall, but the linguift who wus
with them fuid it was cailed hy the Malays, Pan'gey;
our people thought it the bread.froitwmdrra Zuk
received them with great joy, brougbt them water
to wath thuir feet before they went into the houfe,
gave them muts to fit down on, made them frefh
fweetmeats, aml fet before them a Kind of fhurbet.
Qur people’s complexion as much excited the fur
prize and adm’ration of this Rr}‘bad"s neighhours
and houfehold, as 1t had before done their firfk vifi-
tors at Oroofensg,

After experiencing once more this good rsan’s
hofpitality, they returned 1o Pelswr, where the war-
riors had renewed their dances: In the afternoon
Captain Hilfez and his friends took another rambie

iuto
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into the country, but in a contrary dircflion to the
courfe they had purfued in the morning. Al the
way they went appeared to be equally weli cultivated
as what théy had feen heforz, and rather fuller of
inhabitants, Wherever they paffed they obferved
the lower rank of women employed in looking after
the plantations of yams, which are generally in
{wampy ground. They obferved the women were
alfo employed in making mats and bafkets, drefling
viGtuals, and nurfing their children; the men were
found hufied in gathering cocoa-nuts, hewing trees,
and making fpears and daits,

119

1483,
Seprewn,

"The weather ftill had, Captain Hiin went down 1y,dnet.

to the wharf, befare fun.rife, to look after his boat,
and returned to breakfaft with Raz Kook, At noon
he accompanied the King to his boat-builders, where
Abba Thulle wanted to give direttions about fome
work that was carrying on for him there; he had
taken down with hiin a defign of his own for orna.
menting fome canoes then building, and this defign’
was marked on a hoard with greataccuracy, in differ-
ent colours, to work after. At this place our peo-
ple dined with the King upon pigeons.

"The rain fell in torrents all the night, accompani.
ed with very loud thunder. "1he Eaglifb had remov-
ed to another of the King’s houlfes, in order to he
retired, having been difturbed by the curiofity of the
natives, whillt they remained inthe habitation which
had heen firit affigned them.

The

day 3.
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The King and his brother Raa Kook made onr
people a vifit at day-break ; the weather after break-
falt clearing up, they informed the Kingthey withed
to return to Oroslong, to which he affented, though
withing rather to detain them another day. They
found the jolly-boat ready loaded for them with every
kind of provifion the ifland afforded ; and about two
o’clock in the afternoon they left Pelew, highly fa-
tisfied with the kindnefs of théir new friends, giving
them three cheers, as ufual, at parting ; which was
returned hy the King in perfon, who in this inftance
put off his gravity, and laughed very much, joining
the men, women, and children in their cheers, ftand.
ing up, and apart in fuch a manner as to make him-
felf conlpicuous.

Our people arrived fafe at the tents about nine
o'clock, though the wind had been adverfe to them;
and had the pleafure of finding all their companions
well, '

‘The next morning being fine, they put out their
clothes, and the few neceflaries which had been fav-
ed from the wreck, to dry, having been much wetted
by the late heavy rains. Captain Wilfon, on coming
back, had the fatisfadtion to fee that all his people, in
his abfence, had been going on very affiduoufly with
the veflel, and that the molft perfet harmony had
fubfifted amongil them. This was a circumilance
which could not fail to hold out the happieft prefages,
that they fhould in the end accomplith that point to

which
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which their moft fanguine withes were direted. S¥783-
They underftood that no canoe had heen at Oroolong © e
during the time they had been at Pelew.

At day.light the boats were fent again to the wreck, Saturday
10 fee if no other materials could be procured ; they &
brought back in the evening more planks, nails, and
many other neceflaries, which were of eflential fer-
vice, particularly coals. Thofe who remained on
fhore were hufied about the veflel.—A ik was made
out of the number of men the King had withed to go
on his fecond expedition. On this, as well as on the
former occafion, every individual exprefled a readi-
nefs to be of the number ; and thele who adtually -
went, amicahly fettled the matter among themfelves,
on which their names were wrote down, and ftuck
againdt a tree in the dock-yard ; and dire@ions given,
that they fhould hold themfelves in readinefs againft
the time the King fhould either fetch, or fend for
them.

CHAPTER



122 AN ACCOUNT OF

LI N . ’
Septem. CHAPTER XIL

The King comes to Oroolong.s much flruck with
the appear nce of the Vefil, wwhich be bad not fign
before—Is flenon the barricaue and the Six-poun-
der ; wihich is oftcrwards, at bis Dyfire, fired off.
w—Vigwws the differest Ariificers empioyed in the Dock
Yard.—Tle impreffien all thofe newo Sights make
bimoweAficr pajing feveral Hears with our People,
he goes to the Dack of the bland ~—The King returns
next Daymeiifbes 1o take a Swivel Gun en tie Ex-
pedition.—This ohjelled to.~Fe departs for Pelew,
carrying with bim the fen Men allotied for the
War.

Sunday 7. THE’Z weather fettling fine, all hands were em-
ployed in felling timber, and getting the frames of
tbe veflel forward, In the afternoon four canoes
came into the harbour, and gave our people fome
fith; who, in return, made them a prefent of fome
iron. As they appeared to have a large provifion
of fith, by bartering a little more old iron, there was
plenty for every man at fupper. In the evening,
when the toil of the day was over, the Captain read
prayers, as ufual.

After breakfaft Captain Wilfin went out in the jolly-
boat, to found and examine the reef himfelf. He
' found
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found a paffage, in which there were three fathom 1783

at low-water, due weft from the Ifland, Betweea
the ifland and the reef he found a flat fand-bank,
uvpon which there were only feven feet at low-water;
it was clear fand, except a few coral fpots, which:
were eafily difcovered by the colour of the water.

In the afternoon the King paid our people a vifit,
attended by his two brothers, the Chicf Minifber,
and feveral of his other Chiefs, and brought them
fonte fine fith, that his canoes had caught in nets,
which they make very nicely. Thefe fifh differcd
much from any kind our people had hitherto feen,
they were rather more than three feet in length,
and near a foot acrofs, having a very bony and thick
bead; the bone was fo uncommonly hard, as to
frike fire when they fplit it with an axe, in order
toftew it. The meat cut folid and firm, like alarge
cod ; and the fcales were round, near the fize of a
Spanifh dollar ; the natives prize it much, and our
people found ir, when boiled, very good. They
had only caught four, two of which were given to
the Englifh, and by the thip’s fteward divided into
mefles. The Chinefe drefled their portion different-
ly, making a mixture with rice, and other things,
which they call Chow Choro.

‘The King, who now for the firft time had feen
the progrefs made in the new veflel, appeared per-
fetly amazed at perceiving how much had been

done,

Septem,
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1783. done, nor lefs fo at the magnitude of the ohjeft.
Aeptem. pe minutely examjined every thing with the moft

eager attention, and impatiently called for his Tac-
kalbys, or artificers, to motice what had fo much
excited his own aftonithment. The Tuckaibys,
feized with a furprize equal to that of their Priuce,
after deliberately poring over. its parts, pointed out
to him the very fingular manner in which every
thing was wedged and bolted together.—They were
quite Joft in wonder at the ufe and power of the iron.
work ; and the whole together feemed to have en-
gaged their minds as fomewhat beyond thetr com-
prehenfion—The King croffed frequently between
the ribs of the veffel, and faid he was at a lofs to
conceive how they could ever he made fo as to keep
out the water, having no idea that they were to be
planked.

As moft of the frame-work of the veflel on the
flocks had been made out of trees which our people
had cut down in the ifland, the King pointed out
to them a fpecies of wood which they had ufed in
fome parts of the veflel, and.which he exprefled a
concern at feeing ; faying, he deemed it an unfucky
wood, and that it might prove the caufe of their
meeting with fome accident ; earneftly prefling them
to take it out, and not fuffer any qof it to remain.
They acknowledged his great care and goodnefs for
them ; at the famg time informing him, they werg

: accuf-



THE PELEW ISLANDS.

12§

tomed to employ different kinds of timber in con. 178s.

firulting their fhips, and from experience had dif-
covered that nothing was to he apprehended on that
fcore. This caution feemed to arife from fome
Juperftitions idea which the natives entertained of
this tree, of which there werg feveral growing on
the ifland of Orvolong,

The King this day, as well as the General, much
noticed the barricade, as alfo the fix-pounder; and
after be had talked fome time with the Malay, he in-
quired the ufe of the great gur.  The Captain thewed
kim the balls, and grape-thot, and alfo explained to
him their force and efficacy : informing him, that if
a number of canees from Artingall, or any other
ifland of bis enemies, thould approach the cove,
this machine would hlow them of the water, and
thiver them to atoms. The King was alfo thewn
the fwivel guns, which were mounted on trees fawn
down, as before mentioned ; and it was explained
to kim, that they could be pointed in any dire&tion
which thould be moft defirable, or convenient, fo
that thould any of his enemies come hy furprize
over land, thefe moveable guns would give our peo-
ple as great advantage and power over them hy land,
25 the fix-pounder would hy fea.

The King, his brothers, and the Chiefs who were
with him, on receiving this intelligence, feemed to
190& at our countrymen with frefh aftonithment;

they

@,
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1783, they converfed much among one another, teftifying
“™ by their a&ions every indication of furprize.—They
walked round the barricade and examined it with
much attention, noticing how ftrongly and clofe every

part was intrenched and fortified.

This little ifland of Orsolong having been rendered
far more commodious to the Englifb by the many
neceffary eftabliliments they had made fince the
King bad paid them his former vifit, there was of
courfe a good deal of additional novelty for him to
attend to.~Afier he had pointed out to bis Tackalbys
to notice with particular attention every thing about
thé barricade, he ftrolled inquifitively round the
cove with his company.—The noife' of the forge
which our people had fet up, and which was then
at work, foon drew his attention that way: it
happened that the boatfwain was at that inflant
beating out a piece of hot iron upon a pig of the

- fame metal, whicb he had made his anvil. ‘This
was a circumftance fo entirely new, and a difcovery
fo interefting to them, tbat they all flood abforbed
m admiration.—They could- not be perfiaded to
keep at a diftance, but would get {o elofe to the an-
vil as to reccive occafionally a hot fpark on their
naked bodizs; nor did this deter them from catching
with their hands the luminous pariicles that flew
from under the ftroke of the hammer.—Every thing
under fuch circumftances as the prefent, naturaily

excited







g |]“

- ||I
i el il_fll!l:

.

A
>
}
g\
s\\:
3
N
S
~
.‘
N
¥
by
b
N
Iy
N
&
N N
e
B
v
§
;‘l;‘
N
3




ke
et

e

[

| A
Fre

LA

P






THE PELEW ISLANDS. 127

excited wonder, When the iron was beaten on the Slu;fg;.
anvil till the rednefs was gone off, and it was become
too cold to be malleablf:, they could not compre-
hend why it was again put into the forge.~The
throwing water on the fire to make it burn briker
was alfo a new fource of furprize; and it was with
much difficulty they could bedrawn away from a
fcene that was fo new and interelting to them ; how-
ever, the mnoife of the neighbouring Cooper, who
was repairing the water-cafks for fea ftorc, was at-
mafting enough to allure them to his hut.~The agi-
lity with which they faw this man work, the whirl-
ing of the cafks, the knocking down of the hoops,
the found from within, and the quicknefs with which
they perceived a defeftive calk was brought round
and perfedt, feemed altogether to impofe on their
minds a kind of magic influcnce. Tbhey ftood and
flared at one another with looks equally expreffive of
aftonithment and pleafure. Captain Wifen perceiv-
ing that his vifitors were rivetted to whatever they
{aw, and that the workmen were very much impeded
by their queftions, as wcll as by their defire of hand-
ling every thing, now ordered a large canvafs to be
fpread on one fide of the cove, where the XKing and
his Chiefs might repofe and refreth themfelves, and
ftill have a view of our zrtificers at a diftance; he
was condulling them to this place, acrols the cove,
when their eyes caught the carpenters, who were
buficd.
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bufied, fome in fawing, others io dubbing, &c.;
this was again frefh matter te detain them: the
faw and Its operations were marvellous; and it wis

- not without great difficulty that they were at laft

Tuelday
9.

feduced to the canvafs, where fherbet was prepared
for them. Captain Wilfon made the King a prefen
of a China mat, which he appeared to admire, be-
ing different from any they made at Pelew, and
which he wifhed as a pattern for his people to en-
deavour to imitate,

When redemption is the objed, minutes appear
as hours, and our men, with fuch a point in view,
could l afford the lofs of half a day; yet nofooner
were their guefls retired, but all their common at-
tendants fwarmed in every part, fo that it was im-
poffible to continue work ; Raa Kook was therefore
petitioned to difperfe them, who, by ordering them
down to the beach, gave the different artificers -
bow.room to proceed in their bufinefs.~—The King,
after this, took his leave with much good humour,
and,; accompanied by all his tetinue, went to flecp
at the back of the ifland.

In confequence of what had the preceding day
been explained relative to the fwivel-guns, the King's
imagination had amply worked on the fubjedt; h
came over land with his train, and expreffed a wilh
to have one of them to take with him on the next

expeditioz;
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expedition ; this the Captain endeavoured to con-
vince him would he impoflible, as they bad no
boats conftruéted in a manner proper to receive
it—The King then requeited to bave the fix-
pounder fired.—If they were furprized (as we have
already noticed) at the difcharge-of 2 mufquer,
it may eafily be imagined in how great a pro-
portion the report of this piece muft have affed.
ed them.—During the timc the gunner was load-
ing it, not a circumitance of the whole procefs
efcaped their notice; and when the lighted match
was hronght and put to the train, they perceived
an inftantaneous hlaze, which was fucceeded by a
moft violent noife; this they were puzzled in the
extreme to comptehend, and the more fo, as in
the difcharge of a muiquet they bad feen no ap-
pearance of fire applied—The report of the fix-
pounder feemcd to flun them all, as every oune
of the natives, for more than a quarter of an
hour, kept his fingers in his ears, calling out
Magull! Muagu/i! that is to fay, Very badi—
Pleafed and furprized as they were at the noife,
it was evidently too violent for their organs; for
whenever founds uncommonly loud ftrike unex-
pectedly on the drum of the ear, it is well known
they will occafion temporary deafnefs, though the
fame degrce of found, when applied to thofe ‘who
are accuftomed to it, or prepared to reccive it,

will

179
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will pot vibrate on the fenfe with any particular
inconvenience.—The hooting and fhouting of the
natives, on bearing the explofion, was hardly to
be defcribed, and this was increafed by the acci
dent of fome of the wad fetting fire to the dry leaves
of a tree which projeCed acrofs the cove.——Having

obferved the ball fall in the water at a great dil

tance, they were unable to conceive how this effc
could be produced ; what they had feen ftimulated
ftill niore their wiln of having one of the fwivelson
their expedition, as it would prove not only de-
flruftive to the perfons but to tbe property of
their enemies.—Rasz Kook accompanied the Cap-
tain on the hill to the Lok out, and was furpriz.
ed to fee how much the ground bad been clear-
edowtic informed him of the pames of the prin-
cipal iflands, pointing out their fituation with his
liand, though fome of them were not within view;

he told him that to the fouthward was Pelle/rw,

to the N. F. Emiilcgue, and to the S. E, the ifland

.they were going to war with, which he faid wus

called Arfingall—After they had returned from
the hill, the King was treated with fherbet, and
he foon zfter went over land to dinner, at the
place where his canoes were f{lationed, faying,

when he leflt the tents, that he fhould return with

his boats at high-water, by which it was fuppofed
he meant at that time to teke fuch of the Englih
s
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as wete to attend him to the war, who all got 183

themfelves in readinefs accordingly.

In the afternoon fome people came from Abba
Thulle, and renewed tbeir folicitations on the fub-
je&t of the fwivel-gun; every argument was ufed
to make them f{enfible of the impralticability of
rendering it of any ule in their cdnoes.—Soon
after other of his men arrived, bringing a prefent
of fome fine fith and a turtle.—The King after

came round himfelf, attended hy ten or twelve’

canoes.—The requelt of the fwivel was again
ftrongly urged by the Chief Minifier, and our
people thereby compelled to recur to all the argu.

ments before made ufe of ; and as our men were all’

drawn up with their arms, Mr, Benger, willing to
cut off all further entreaty on the fubje&, order-
ed them into the canoes.—One very material ob.
jeftion againft complying with their defire was,
the great confumption of powder it would oc.
cafion ; befides wbich, the neceflity there would
have been of the Guaner’s attendance, who was
too ufeful a man to be fpared.

Abba Thulle and his retinue now embarked, and
there was reafon to fear that this refufal bad not
made them depart in the good-humour that could
have been wifhed.~Before the canoes were out
of fight, tbe Gunner made a report of the arms
and ammunition taken on the expedition, which

L appearing

Septem,
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s:;fgn‘ appearing rather large {as Mr. Benger had taken
pifiols and cutlafes unknown to the Captain)
occafioned fome uneafinefs, in the particular fitua.
tion they at that time flood.—It was therefore
thought advifable to keep every thing in a pofture
of defence, left any further mifunderftanding fhould
take place; the watch was well attended to, and
no caution omitted which prudence could fuggeft.

CHAPTER
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1781.
CHAPTER XL sres,

Tranfactions at Oroolong.~-The ten Men return from
the War.—~A particular Account of the Second Bat-
#e of Artingall.~~Progreft of the new Veffel, e,

SOME natives came from the watering-place, by wedner.
whom intelligence was brought, that the canoes were 98Y 10
gone down to Pelew, of which fome douhts had heen
entertained ; our people fuppofing that, as they went

away late, they would only go to the hack of the

iland, Thefe natives foon departed.—The feine

was bauled to-day, without fuccels, and the veffel

was attended to with perfeverance.

This day they had the higheft tide that had been Thurfdsy
noticed at this place. It was high.water at halfan ¥
hour paft {feven. No natives were feen to-day.

The jolly-boat was fent round to the watering-place, Friday
in queft of timber; hut there was fo high a furf !*
on the heach that they could take none in. Some
of our people got fix kegs of water, and went with
the boat to colle® cahbages and periwinkles, all the
unpacked heef heing expended. They alfo this day Samrda’
examined and took an account of the ffore of pro-
vifion; and, after confidering the time they might
prohahly remain on the ifland, and the length of
their paffage, they fet apart as much of the foundeft

L2 and
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and befl of the provifion for the voyage as was deemt-
ed neceflary; which was on no account to be ex-
pended. This evening there were hard iqualls, hea-
vy rain, and much lightning,

The weather this motning would not permit z
boat to go out of the harbour,~It was difcovered
that fome of the hams had been cut the preceding
night; a reward was offered, of double allowance
‘of grog for a week, to any perfon who would make
the offender known, or would difcover any one guils
ty of wafting any kind of provlfions; and that,
cafe the arrack fhould be out, that fuch perfon fhould
reccive ten dollars on the veflel's arrival at Macoa,
This advertifement was fixed to a tree in the dock.
yard, having been previoufly read to all our people;
but no information was ever obtained of the offender.

M""d“Y Aftera night of wind and rain, thunder and light-

ning, about ten o *clock in the morning two canoes
came into the harbour, wherein were Mr. Benger,
William H:rvey, William Sieward, and William Ro.
berts : by them our people learnt that the battle was
over, their companions all well, and that they would
foon follow them, Towards evening other canoes
arrived, with Mr. M. ilfin, Fobn Duncan, Nickolas
Tyacke, Madan Blanchard, Thomas Wilfon, and The-
mas Dulton. The canoe which brought Mr, M. Wil
JSon and Fobn Duncan, had been overfet. This ac.
cident arofe from a fquall of wind coming on {o fud-
denly, that the cance could not get its fail down

quick
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quick enough to fave it; there were four natives in 51733-

it, with Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Duncan. As the canoe
was going over, two of the men fecured the two muf-
quets, and holding them in one hand, buoyed up
Mr. Duncan and Mr. #ilfon with the other ; whilft
the remaining two made a fmall raft with the bam.
boos, ropes, paddles, aud pieces of weod they could
colle@. During the time they were floatlng the ca.
noe righted irfelf. The other canoes that were in
compaey being driven to a diftance, with much dif.
ficulty elcaped to the neareft ‘fhore; but the inftant
they had landed our people, they put off again, and
took up Mr. Wilfan and Duncan, who could neither
of them fwim ; by the time they were relieved they
were both almoft exhaufted, having been floating
and clinging to the raft for the greater part of two

hours. Two bayonets and a cartouch-box were loft

by this accident, but happily no life. Captain Wilfin
inftantly rewarded the men who had faved them, by
giving them fome files, and fome pieces of iron to
make hatchets.

They were all received with great joy by their
countrymen at Oroolong, and ftill more fo, from their
bringing back with them the welcome news of the
King’s fuccefs. But as this forms not only 2 new,
but a very intersiting fcene, that I may lay itin the
moft circumftantial manner before the reader, I {hall
here paufe awhile, as the narrator of thefe events, and
deliver the account of this expedition nearly in the

words
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words in which I received it from Mr. M. Wilfon,
who was himfelf an aftor in the whole hufinefs.
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“ The night we quitted Groolong we got to Pelew,
and the King was defirous of proceeding immedi-
ately on his way to Artingall; hut it proving very
wet, we objefted to it, on account of the rain da-
maging our arms, which he being made fenfible
of, agreed to defer advancing till the enfuing even.
ing. 'We were condufled to the fame houfe
where my hrother and Mr. Sharp had been before
entertained, and where we were fupplied with
every accommodation that we could expe&, or
defire,
“ On the evening of the next day we all affem.
hied on the caufeway, or wharf, where alfo were
the King, Raa Kook, Arra Keoker, and the other
Rupacks and great officers; and we all went on
hoard the canpoes ftationed there to receive us.
We were followed to the fhore hy a number of
old men, women, and children, who appeared to
he drawn together hoth hy curiofity and intereft.
'When the canoes were quitting the land, 2 conch-
thell was loudly founded, to notify our depar-
ture; and other canoes difpatched to different
parts of the ifland, to colie& various detachments
which were lying off in creeks and remoter places,
and only waited the King’s fignal to join him;
which, in confequence of receiving, they foan
did. And thus reinforced, heing upwards of two
£c hundred
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# hundred canoes, we proceeded, during the night, 1783
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towards Artingall, but ftopped, fome hours be.
fore day-light, at an ifland fubje@ to Abba Thulle,
where we went on fhore, upon a wharf, and flept
on the ground for ahout three hours; then re-
embarked, and paffing through a lahyrinth of
narrow channels, arrived off Ariingall a little
before day-break; here they all halted till the
rifing of the fun, it being a maxim with the na-
tives of Pelew, never to attack an enemy in the
dark, or take him hy furprize. As the day came
on, a fmall canoe, light-built, containing only
four men, each man having in hi hair a white
feather, ftuck upright (and which were the long
feathers of the tail of the tropic-hird) fummoned
the enemy to a parley; the perfon wearing the
white feather heing regarded in the nature of a
herald, either hringing terms, or demanding to
be heard, hoftilities in this interval remained
fufpended, '

¢ Abba Thulle had previoufly notified to the King
of Artingall, that he intended in a few days to
offer him hattle; fo the latter was not unprepared
for the event. The enemy, on feeing our fignal

¢ of parley, difpatched a canoe to Raa Kook ; who

&*

[ 24

demanded to know if they would fubmit to fuch
terms as the King his brother had propofed, hy

* way of atoning for the injuries he complained of.
# The canoe went hack to the King of Artingall,

L1 and’
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¢ and, having communicated our propofition, re.
¢ turned with a flat refofal; on which the General
¢ jnformed bis hrother that the enomy was difpofed
# for war. The King then ordered the conch to

¢ be founded, and ftanding up in his canoe, in the

¢ fearlet coat my- hrother had given him, waved
« his chinam.flick in the air, as a fignal for the
% different fquadrons to arrange themfelves for
¢ hattle. .

s Whillt this wes doing, the enemy aflembled
# their canoes clofe under the Jand, and kept blow-
# ing their conch-fhell, as in defiange of us, hut
% did not feem difpofed to quit the thore and attack
¢¢ us, 'The ten Englifb were divided in ten different
¢ catioes 3 the Xing taking one in his canoe, the
% General anather, and the reft going fingly with
% one or other of the Rupacks, each Englifbman
¢ having a mufquet, cutlafs, bayonet, and piffol,
* There were feveral light cances, containing four
“ men each, every one having a white feather in
¢ his hair, the fame as in the truce canoe ; thefo
“ were conftantly hufied in conveying orders from
¢ the King and the General to the other Chiefs.
* They flew from fquadron to fquadron, cutting
% through the water with aftonithing velocity, to
“ convey command ; and they were, for diftinGion
 fake, called hy the Englifh, the Frigate canes.

* The King, perceiving a total unwillingnefs in
“ the enemy to quit their flation under the thore,

_ ¢ and
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# and conceiving he could not attack them in that 3783

# fituation with any advantage, difpatched fome of
# the Frigate canses to order a fquadron to conceal
« themfelves behind fome high land. This ar-
% rangement being made, they exchanged a few dife
# tant fpears ;—The conch then was founded, and
“ the King of Pelew made a feint to run away,
“ fhewing the example in his own canoe, and being
% immediately followed by the athers, with much
“ apparent precipitancy.

% This artful mapceuvre of Abbe Thulle gave ine
“ flant courage to the enemy, who, induced to think
“ their antagonift had been feized with a fudden
“ panic, prepared in great hafle to quit the fhore,
“ and began to give chace to the King, whom they
“ imagined was flying before them; upon feeing
“ this, the detached fquadron of canoes, that had
“ been pofted behind the high land, ruthed out
“ between the enemy and tbe ifland, to cut off their
“ retreat. When the King found his flratagem had
“ taken effedt, he turned, and made a fignal for
“ the refl of his fleet to form themfelves into divi-
“ figns and engage; wbereupon a general attack
“ took place. The fpears were mutually direCted
“ with much animofity, and the Englifh kept up 3
“ continual fire, which not anly did great execu-
% tion, but puzzled and bewildered the enemy in

“ the extreme, to comprehend how or why their

* people dropped, without receiving any apparent
“ blaw:
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blow: they perceived they had holes in their
bodies, yet faw no fpear flicking in them, nor
could they devife by what means they bad thus in
a moment becorne deprived of motion and life.

¢ ‘There is not generally above one able fpear.
man in each canoe, the reft of thofe who are put
into it, being only to paddle, and guide its mo.
tions; no fooner therefore did the firing of the
mufquets fpread difmay amongfl the people of
Artingall, than a different effe® was produced in
thofe of Pelew : the moment the report was made,
they all rofe up in their canoes, and fet up fuch

‘hallooing and fhouting, that the whole air was

filled with their noife, which greatly added to the
terror of the enemy, who finding themfelves un.
equal to fo powerful an attack, betook themfelves
1o flight~The fquadron before mentioned being
in tbeir rear, in fome. meafure impeded their re-
treat, but not being in any degree equal to the
force of the enemy, the greater part of the people
of Artingall were able to regain their own fhore.
Six canoes only were taken, and nine prifoners,
which they accounted a large number, it being
feldom that they captured their enemies, as the
vanquithed Wlways endeavour to carry away their
killed and wounded, that the victors may not have
their bodies to expofe.
¢ Qur fleet now rode triumphant along the coaft of
Artingall, founding the conch in defiance of their
“ adverfary,
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* adverfary, and firing amongf{t them when any ap. igg'.

“ peared near enough to be reached hy the muft
“ quets. The engagement from beginning to end
% did not exceed three hours; and, after parading
“ along their fhore, and in vain provoking a frefh
“ combat, Abba Thulle ordered the canoes to make
“ a difpofition to return, which was foon done, and
“ we fet forward towards Pelew.

¢ All the ning prifoners had received wounds in
“ battle; and, in fpite of whatever we could urge
“ againft the cruelty of putting them to death, yet
% they would hear nothing in their behalf, and foon
“ exterminated them.In juftification of a pro.
“ ceeding which fo ftrongly contradifed the gene-
“ ral humanity of the natives of Prlew, they al-
“ ledged the neceflity of doing it for their own fecu-
“ yity, affuring us that they had formerly only de-
“ tained them prifoners, and kept them as menial
# fervants, hut that they always found means to get
“ back to their own country, and having hy living
“ amongft the Peleww people become well acquaint-
“ ed with the channels and crecks of the ifland,
“ they had afterwards made ufe of that knowledge
% 10 land frequently hy ftealth, and commit great
% depredations; and, on this confideration, that
% fiep which we fo much condemned had become
“ neceffary to them.

“ Among the prifoners was a Rupack, who had a
% hone on his wrilt; the Pelew people, after he was

€& Captured.
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captured, {trove all in their power to take from
him this mark of dignity, the Chiel defended it
with fingular courage, and loft his life in endea-
vouring to fave his Order. When brought to
Priew, his head was cut off, and {tuck on a bam-
boo, fixed up before the King’s houfe.
“ The canoe which brought me from the war bad
in it two prifoners, one of whom had 3 broken
thigh, and the other wounded in feveral parts by
a fpear. Their cuftom is, when they go to bat-
tle, to trefs their hair in a particular manner, and
to colledt it in a great bunch at the top of their
head; but as foon as they are captured they unite |
it, pull it over their faces, and wait with firmnefs
and intrepidity the exterminating blow, which
they are {ure to receive from the hands of their
conquerors, When thefe two unfortunate men,
on coming into the canoe where I wag, by the
above-mentioned difpofition had teftified they
were prepared for their fate, the natives ordered
them to fit down in the bottom of the canoe, to
which the one whofe thigh was broken, fybmit-
ted; but the ather being refrallory, refufed, and
feemed by refiltance to provoke his deftiny, upen
which one of the natives haltily fnatched my
bayonet from my fide, and plunged into bit
bedy : though the poor fellow was a confiderable
time bleeding to death, yet he never uttered 2
fingle groan, or figh, __

¢ Mt




THE PELEW ISLANDS.

* Mr. Benger alfo reported, that he had hy his
¢ intreaties for two hours faved a wounded prifoner,
“ when one of the King’s people, who had heen
“ himfelf wounded hy the enemy, hippening to fee
“ him, fnatched Ssogle’s Malay Creefe *, and {tahbed
“ him inftantly, hefore Mr. Benger perceived the
“blow. This man, a native of Artingall, who had
“ now for the firt time feen a white perfon, fub.
“ mitted undauntedly to his fate; whillt expiring,
“ be fixed his eyes on the Englifh, and feemed to die
“ imprefled with nothing fo much as the colour of
“ his new enemy. '

“ Abba Thulle in his return to Peleww ftopped, and
* went on thore in feveral fmall iflands, which I un-
“ derflood were either fuhjeét to him, or his allies ;
* expofing puhlicly the dead hodies of his prifoners ;
“ and the people at all thefe places feemed to rejoice
“ much at his viory, bringing out fweet drink,
“and other refrelhments.—We could not learn
“ what number the enemy lo®t, hut were confident
“ it muft have been confiderahle. Not a fingle
“ perfon of the King’s party was killed, though
“ there wete a few wounded.

“ It was dark hefore we reached Pelesv; on
“ coming near it, the conch was founded to notify
“ the King’s approach.—-When we landed at the
“ wharf from whence we had departed, a vaft con-
“ courfe of people were ready to receive us, hring-

* A kind of dagger ufed by the Maliye
[ ing
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1783. ¢ ing with them a quantity of refrefhments. Here
Sepeme e e ftopped till all were landed and got together
¢ (having dropped great part of our fleet by the
* way, who had filed off to sheir refpective homes)
“ and then went up to Pelew, where there wis
“ finging and dancing moft past of the night; the
* mnatives attributing the fuccefs of the day to us,and
“ often in their fongs repeating the word Engless.
% They expofed the dead bodies of their prifoners
% feveral days, till they became moft horrihly offen-
¢ five, and then they were ecither huried or throwan
“ into the fea.”

Such were the particulars of the fecond hattle of
Artingall, as brought hy Mr. M. Wilfon, and confirm-
ed hy all who were with him on the expedition.
By our returned countrymen information was alfo
brought, that 4bba Thulle propoled to pay the Eng-
4ifb a vifit in four or five days. By what our coun-
trymen could oblerve, Artingall appeared the largel
of any of the iflands.

Tuefiay  Lhe pinnaccwas fent after hreakfalt to the wreck,

36.  to fee what other materials could be procured; it

returned in the afternoon, hringing fome good plank,

and a large quantity of fpike nails, things of the ut

moft fervice in the bufinefs of conftrulting the vefle

Tharfday Lncouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding day,

17-  the pinnace again vifited the wreck, and hrought
hack more of the fame kind of materials.

After
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could be done till afternoon, when the weather clear- T;ﬂtﬁ;,

ing, every band was hufied about the veffel. And the
next day the pinnace was fent round for the timher
that had been cut, almoft a fufficiency being now pro-
cured, the frame of the veflel heing nearly complet.
ed; this day = furnace was conftrulted to heat the
plank, and the day following all were employed in
dubbing the timhers, and getting the firll plank upon
_ her bottom: more materials were alfo recovered
from the wreck, together with five bags of rice.

This day three more planks were got upon the
bottom, and the boats brought fiftecen bags of rice,
which proved moft acceptable; our people at this
time, though undergoing very fevere daily labour,
being at thort allowance. The rice was greatly da-
maged by having been long under water, it would
not boil to a grain, but toa jelly. Yet hunger and
diftrels give a relifh to many a dith, which in the lefs
adverfe hours of life, the faucy appetite would look
oa with difdain ! '

CHAPTER

i8.

Friday
g

Satorday
20.

Sunday
2.
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v783. CHAPTER XIV.

Progrefi of the Veffel, and otber Occurrences—Rax
Kook comes from Pelew to folicit more Men, and s
Sewivel Gun, to attend the King on a Grand Expedie
tion.—After fome Explanation between Captain Wil
fot and the General, the Regneft is granted; and the

allotted Men return with Raa Kook.~Myr, Sharp
goes fome Days after to Pelew, to fee the General's
Bon, whe bad been wounded in the fecond Battleo—
Arrives guft gfter his Countrymen bad returned from
the grand Expédition, in which this youny Ma#,
whom be went to vifit, had been killed ~=Atiend:
Raa Kook 1o bir Son’s Funeral, of which dn Acemmt
is given.

M;:(.hy IT was 4 great confolation to otr countfyien that
the Antelspe fiill remained unfeparated, as many uvfe.
ful things were occafionally procured from her.-

In the afternoon Tom Rofe, who had been left after
the engagement, by the King’s defire, to give him
more particular information concerning the Englift
than he had hitherto obtained, came up from Pelew,
bringing with him a prefent from Abba Thulle of 2
quantity of yams, and a jar of molofles, and at the
fame time was charged to exprefs to Captain Wijer,
and his officers, his hope that they would not takeit

amif
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amifs that he had not as yet paid them his intended
vifit, owing to bis having been detained at Pelew by
the great number of thofe who, were come to pay

their compliments to him from the other iflands on.

account of his late vitory, and that had he come,
they would all have attended him. Some of them
having exprefled a defire of accompanying him to
{ee the Englifb, be had diffuaded them from it, re-
prefenting to tbem that the Hland being very fmall,
it would not afford fufficient water for fo many, and
that. their vifit would neceflarily put the Englify to
great inconvenience.

There appeats to be a ﬁngular attention paid by
the King to our people, in this. as well as on every
occafion. His mind feemed to be as confiderate as
it was liberal. He had undoubtedly ohferved how
much the curiofity of his own attendants, whenever
he went to Orsolong, inevitably impeded our people’s
operations, and forefaw in how flill greater a degree
the crowding in of fo many ftrangers would add to
their diftrefs; therefore, as tbe bufinels of thefe
ftrangers at this time was merely to pay their court
to bim, fo by remaining with them at Pelew he pre.
cluded them from teftifying any further wifh on tbis
head. Yet whilft he managed this matter fo well
for the fervice of the Englifh, his delicacy was hurt,

left, by not coming to exprefs his acknowledgments.

for tbeir late fervices fo foan as he had promifed,
M _ they
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1783, they might be inclined to impute to him a forget.
PYM: fulnels of thofe obligations he felt he had to them.
The pinndce having been fent this day to the
wreck, at her return in the evening brought fixteen
more bags of rice, and alfo information that the King
had fent hiscanoes thither, and had carried away
one of the fix-pounders.
Tuefday  About noon to-day tbere was a heavy fquall from
33 the northward, accompanied with hard rain and much
lightning from the eaftward,
Wednel.  The planking of the veffel was now forwarded
BY 24 with great affiduity ; they brought from the wreck
this day a quantity of nails and fome fheets of cop-
per; it having been in contemplation to fheath the
. bottom of their new veflel, wbich was not above one
fixth of tbe fize of the Antelspe ; but this idea was
very foon abandoned, for want of a fufficiency of
copper nails to effelt tbe purpofe.—~No canoes were
feen on board to-day, but a prodigious furf broke
upon the reef, ' ’
?rﬁurrday Nothing occurred but the continued progrefs of
?rigg;rz 6 the veflel.—The jolly-boat was {ent to fifh, but, with.
" out fuccefs. It was fingular that this was alwaysthe
cafe; whether our countrymen knew not the pro-
per places to go to, or the proper bait, but every
attempt of this kind proved fruitlefs.
Saturday  One canoe came to the ifland to-day, and brought
i yams and cocoa-nuts ; more copper was got from the
wreck, and a confiderable quantity of nails,
Ras
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Raa Kook arrived at Oroslong in the even'ng, ac- 1783

Septem.

companied by two ftrangers of rank, whom it was Sunday

afterwards known were Chiefs of fome of the neigh-
bouring iflands; they came in three canoes, and
brought prefents of yams, cocoa.nuts, and three jars
of moloffes.~—Our people had been all the day bufied
about the veflel, and were juft then going to prayers ;
all the Pelew people attended the fervice, and behav.
ed with the greateft decency: one or two of them
happening to fpeak, Raa Kook checked them; and
they afterwards obferved ftri® filence~—While at
prayers, the Malay, Soagle, arrived from Pelew with
a meflage to the General from Abba Thulle, and com.
ing into the tent was going to deliver it; hut Rae
Kook, unwilling that the Engifb thould be.interrupt-
ed, made a mption with his hand to keep filence,
till the Captain (to whom be pointed} had done read-
ing. After prayers, having received the meflage,
he and the firangers entered into converfation with
Captain Wilfon and his officers, and after fome time
the General atked for fifteen men, and one of the

fwivel.guns, to go with them on another expedi-

tion.~The King, fluthed with the advantages he
had already gained by the friendfhip of his new allies,
feemed defirous 1o profit hy their aid, and avenge
himfelf of all his enemies.~—Captain Wilfen thought
this a favourahle opportunity to mention to the
General fuch things as he conceived he had a right

: M2 to

28,
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si;fcsm to complain of ; firft, refpelting the coolnefs with

" which they had gone away on the laft expedition to

Artingall, and fhewed him an empty cartouch-box,
to let him fee how much he was in want of tha
paper which fome of the canoes had carried off from
the thip.—He alfo complained that it had been fug-
gefted to his people when at Peleww, hy the Malay,
that whenever the King appeared, the fame exter.
nal marks of homage were expeCted from tbem a3
were paid him hy his own fubjelts, and that this
was a matter which had much difturbed the Eng:
lifb ; he likewife informed the General, that the
Englifp could never confent to go again to war with
his brother, if he meant to put their prifoners to
death, as it wes contrary to the nature and cuftom
of their nation to hurt any who had fuhmitted to
their power ; and finifhed, by adding a word or two
on the fubjé&t of one of the fix-pounders having
heert carried away from the thip, and expreffing an

_apprehenfion that fome mifunderftanding muft have
arifen, by their fending our people home without

any of the Chiefs or Rupacks to accompany them,
hy which inattention his hrother with another man
was near being drowned ; and fome arms alfo were
Ioft, notwithitanding the utinoft endeavours of the
boatmen,

The General being corme to make this requeft of

the men and fwivel for this _thii’d‘ expedition (which

f _ was
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was intended to be a very formidable one) appeared 1783,

exceedingly hurt at bearing all thefe matters, efpe.
cially as there were two firangers of rank, who had
accompanied bim ; and being alfo perfuaded that the
sttacbment of our peopie to him was in every refpe&
as warm as -his.own, he had not a doubt but that he
could prevailon them to grant the fwivel, although
it had been refufed before :~-what then muft his dif-
appointment bave been, when, inftead of baving his
with complied with as he expected, he heard nothing
but complaints! His countenance, more exprefiive
than words, avowed what his feelings were, and the
exprefive locks wbich he caft on Captain Wilfon and
his officers, fo firongly operated .on their friendihip,
that they willingly liftened to bis explanations.

He broke filence, by affuring the Captain be would
make bim and his people perfeltly ealy in every par.
ticular circumftance.~He began with the paper and
cartouch-boxes, (fedring probably they had not am-
munition ready for the expedition) ; be affured them

that every endeavour had been ufed to get the papes”

that had been carried away from the fhip, but there
was none to be.found, as what had been taken on
fhore by the natives being thoroughly wet, dropped
to pieces in their hands, and was therefore thrown
away as ulelefs..—He faid the white ftuff' (meaning
the.long clotb given to-the-King and himfelf, and to
Arra.Kooker ) was neveérthelefs whole, and fhould be

given

Septcm.
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given back to them to make cartridges.~—That witlr
regard to their going away abruptly, that was folely
owing to Mr. Benger's halte to put the men into the
canoes.-—As to their fending the Engli/b back in bad
weather, without any Chiefs, that alfo was occafion-
ed by Mr. Benger’s anxiety to return; that they had
ftrongly folicited him to defer it till the weather be.
came more fettled, and otber canoes were got ready.
—He faid It had not been always their ufage to put
their prifoners to death, but they had been lately
obliged to do fo from neceflity, as fome of them had
efcaped home, and returning had treacheroufly done
them great nifchief; but aflured £he'Captain that in
future they fhould be all given up to the Englifb to
do with them whatever they pleafed.—That refped-
ing the great gun taken from the fhip, he had in
commiffion from the King to tell them of it jm—that
Abba Thulle, willing to keep the ftrangers that were
vifiting him from interrupting ‘the Englifb, had given
them an account of the effet produced by their fmall
arms, hut, {till more to furprize theim, wifhed to con.
vey to them fome idea of the havock that might be ’
made with one of our weapons tbat he had there-
fore fent for one to fhow them, and that the King
had defired the General to fay it fhauld now be fent
back.—And laftly, as to his brother expefting any
perfonal reverence from Captain Wilfen's people, be
abfolutely difavowed any fuch idea having ever been

enter-




THE PELEW ISLANDS.

153

entertained hy the King ; that it was 2 miftake, or 1783

 mifconception, nor ever could have been withed
or defired *. '

Thefe matters being now fatisfaCtorily fettled,
Captain Wilfon took his officers out, to confult with
them on the requeft; when it was judged right to
confent to their having the fwivel-gun and ten men,
hut no more. This being refolved on, he returned
into the tent, and acquainted Raa Kook with the
determination ; which pleafed him much, and they
ali went to fupper with our people in great good-
humour.

After fapper the General informed Mr. Sharp,
that his fon had in the laft battle been wounded in
the foot hy a fpear, hut that he would {peak to him
further on this matter the next moraning.—As his

® This niifunderflanding had been occafioned folely by the
Malay., This artful fellow probably found, thdt the interefl he
had with the King had declined in proportion 2s our people bes

Septem.

&ame more ueceliary to himy and therefore had fet his brains to .

work to awaken diftruft amongft them ; a confequeuce of this,

-be had fuggefied this pretended requifition of the King, fup.
pofing it would difpleale the Englif, though in reality they never

themfelves had the fmalleft reafon to fuppofe fuch a with in the
King ; and from the Jow cunning they found this Melay guilty
of, they readily gave him credit for a contrivance to make the
King and our people mutually jealous of cach other; and there
was caufe to believe he was under difgrace on account of this
tranfattion, #s he was not vifible for many days after,

two

r
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1784. two friends, tbe Rupacks, then wanted to go to reft,
S he requefted that he might-take them to fleep in the
Monday veffel, as the tent was too fmall for them. The

" facceeding day the General again mentioned to Mr.
Sharp his fon’s accident; he informed him, that
part of the fpear wias broken in his foot, and could
not be extradted ; requeflting that he would go down
to Pelew, to fee if it was poflible. o draw it
out. Mr. 8harp underftanding that the young man's
foot was greatly fwelled, and had been fomented,
withed that the fomentation might be continned, as
the beft means to abate the fwelling ; acquainting
the General, that having three of their beft men
very ill, it would be out of his power to accompany
him that day to Pefew, but as foon as they were
better, he would immediately dttend him.

Mr. 8harp enquired of fome of our people who
had been in the battle, by wbat means the youth
had received this wound; and learnt that the [pear
having been flung into his foot, by trying to pull
it out, they had broken it thort off ; that thenatives
then applied a cord, faftened to the end of the fpear
‘which remained in his foot, and had exerted great
ftrength to extra& it, but the baib of the fpear
- having been forced between the fmall bones, the in-
flammation and fwelling, which immediately took
place, rendered every effort ineffedtual ; and they
would more eafily, in the flate the limb was, have
puiled
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. pulled off his foot than have drawn out the frac. r7fs.

tured {pear., A native, reputed to be fkilled in thefe
matters, was then fammoned to infpe& the wound ;
who, with a fmali knife, which he had got from the
wreck, hegan to cut away the flefh, in order to lay
the bone bare; but being prohably prevented finifh.
ing the operation, from the effufion of blood, after
mangling the foot, they reforted to their accultom-

ed method of fomentation, which they were purfa- -

ing (as the General faid) when he left Peless. About
zoon Rag Kook went from Oroolong, taking with him
the following men, and alfo the fwivel-gun, for
the third expedition, viz. Mr. Cummin, Mr. M.
Wilfon, Fobn Blanch the gunner, Yobn Meal, Fames
Swift, Nicholas Tyacke, Madan Blanchard, Thomas
Whitheld, Thomas Wilfen, and Thomas Dulton. M.
Devis accompanied them as a volunteer.—This ex-
-pedition appeared to be of great confequence, as all
the neighbouring Rupacks were this time to attend
the King ; whereas on the two former expeditions

be had none but his own fubjefts with him, except
the Englifb.

Seprem.

The veflel was now fo far advanced, that havin-g Tuclday

planked her up as high as the bends, in the after.
noon they began to trench under her bottom, in
order to plank to the keel; this had like to have
been deftruétive to all their labours, for the tide,
in the heginning of the might, rifing higher than

ufual,

30
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ufual, broke into the trench, and had nearly wathed
away the blocks from under the veflel ; but the ac-
cident was providentially difcovered in time, and
all bands inflantly went to work, with the utmoft
expedition, to fill up the trench, and feture the

. veflel from falling off the ftocks, which kept them

employed until near morning, when tbey fournd the
danger far greater than what even they had fup-
pofed, for fome of the blocks having been difplaced
by the water, they were obliged to get wedges and
fet her up, in order to reinftate them, and get her
once more fecured; which being accomplifhed,
they contrived a bank or dam to keep out the tide.
This accident was the more unlucky, as three of
their beft workmen were then ill, which, with the
abfence of thofe gone to the war, made tbe la-
bour fall heavier on tbe reft.—~It may not be ua-
neceflary, perhaps, to give an account how this
bank, to keep out the tide, was formed.——The pin-
nace was laid a.ground, diretly before the veflel,
where they withed to ftop the tide; two holes were
bored in her bottom, and the was filled with {tones,
in order to fink ber; at about a foot diftance, op-
pofite the pinnace, was raifed a dry wall of large
flones, which was carried round each fide of tie
veffel beyond high-water mark ; it was lined on tbe
infide with fmall branches and twigs, faftened with

ftakes and ftones, to prevent their wafling away;
fand
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fand wis then thrown on thefe branches, which,
all together, compofed a bank of four or five feet
thick; and was continued quite round the infide of
the wall, and hefore the pinnace.it was made flrong-
eft, as having the greateft weight of water to refift.
When finithed, it effe@tually kept out tbe tide, and
required no further trouble, tban occafionally to
throw a few bafkets of fand upon fuch parts of the
wall as fettled by the wath of the tide. By thefe va-
rious employments, it was not till Thurfday the fe.
cond, in the afternoon, that they could ger their dam
completed, in 2 manner to be perfe@ly fecure ; this
accomplithed, thbey again dug tbe trench, and the
carpenter got one of tbe planks of the garboard flrake
on., The jolly-boat, being fitted with fails, was fent
to Pelew for provifions; and, tbe three fick men,
being much recovered, the Captain defired M.
Sharp to take his inftruments, and go ia her, to
fee if he could render any {ervice to Raa Kook's
fon. _

In the abfence of fo many people, the hufinefs of
the dock-yard was much impeded ; it was neverthe-
lefs followed up with every poflible diligence by the
few Englifomen vemaining at Oroolong, who, befide
the fick, were only twelve in all - the Chinefe were
employed in repairing the bank, bringing down tim-
ber ftom the woods, and fuch otber ufeful uork as
they were capable of,

The
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Olgfgc-r 'The weather was very variable about this time,
Friday 3. with much lightning from the eaftward, accomps.
3’;'12’5;;’;. nied with frequent fqualls and hard rain.

Since the laft new moon, .the tides were obferved
to be remarkably high, The morning tides wore
very low, and ehhed very little; whereas the even.
ing tides were high, and ebbed a long way au,

 leaving the harbour quite dry. _
Moaday The day opened dark and gloomy, with much
& thunder, lightning, and continued rain, fo that they -
could not go out.of the tents to work :before ‘noon.
They were very uneafy on account of the jolly-boat
being abfent fomuch longer than they expefted, s
alfo at not:hearing of the fuccefs of the expedition;
‘but were relieved from -their ansiety about ove
o’clock, by the arrival.of the jolly-boat, whichhed |
left Peles on Saturday morning, -baving been de
vtained hy the bad weather at the finall ifland il this |
:morning, from whence they came away at daylight;
they brought the welcome intelligence, that all our
.people were well at Pelew, -having .returned from
.the expedition on the ‘Wednefday night pre
ceding, in which they proved fuccefeful. Theyre |
ported this- to have heen the fevereft adtion of any
.yet fought, it lafled near fix'hours; the people of
Artingall, alting .on the defenfive, behaved with
great refolution. The King detained our . peopl
and the Rupacks who accompanied him on the expe:
dition,
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dition, at Peleww, in order to entertain them with 1983,

feafting and dancing ; and femt in the boat fome
yams and provifion, as alfo the fwivel, which they
reported had done much execution. Abba Thulle
returned by Mr. Sharp the thip’s coppers ; this was
indeed a great acquifition to our people, who were
in great want of them to boil their provifion, having’
hitherto been obliged to drefs it in fome little kettles
and fancepans, and defpaired of ever regaining the
coppers, which had been carried away by tbe natives
at their firft vifiting the wreck. Complaint of their
want of them had been made to Raas Kook, and he,
10 doubt, acquainted the King therewith, who gave
otders for diligent enquiry to be made after them,
and, difcovering where they were fecreted, had now
retutped them to the Englis by the jolly-boat j—
evincing by this, as well as by every other part of
his conduét, the generofity of his difpofition, not
allowing his people to detain from our countrymen
any thing that had been once their property, however
valuable it might be in the eftimation of the natives.
Mt. Sharp gave the following account of bis vifi¢
to Pelew :—That be got there about noon on the
day he left Oroolong, and landing, went immediately
towards the General’s houfe, wbo feeing bim, came
out to meet him with a vifible concern on his coun.
tenance. Mr. Sharp immediately told him the pur-
port of his vifit, fhewing him the inftruments he
had brought, which he told him he hoped migbt be
of
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t781. nf much aflittance to his fon’s comp!amt he howed,
Y805, 2 nd affumed a more placid look, as if fenfihly touch-

ed with this mark of attention. He defired Mr
Sharp to follow him, and led him to the Englib
houfe, around which he met all his countrymen, and
where was alfo the King, the Chigf Minifter, toge.
ther with feveral of the Rupacks, fitting on the large
pavement before the houfe allotted to our people.
He went direitly to pay his refpecis to the King and
the Rupacks. 'The purpole of Mr. Sharp’s coming
being known, he was informed by the Chief Minifter,
that during the time Raa Kook was at Oroolong, the
fomentation had eccafioned the fwelling to fubfide,
and that they had extralled the fpear from the bot.
tom of the foot, hy forcing it through; and that the
youth (whn was about eighteen, and inherited al
the fpirit and intrepidity of the father) finding that
thongh he could not walk, yet that he was ahle to
ftand up in a canoe, and throw a fpear, infifted that

" he wo 1d go on this expedition, which they expet-

ed would he fuccefsful, from the circumftance of
their having the {wivel, which they had before fo
mnch fet their hears on; hut that very early in the
engagement, this gallant youth, eagerly endeavour.
ing to get up clofe to the fhore, received a dart in
his body, which entering between the throat and

clavicle, he dropped and died inftantly.
After Mr. Sharp, and thole who came with him,
had partock of fome refrefhment, which was hrought
out
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O¢tober,

came up to Mr, Sharp and the boatfwain, who was
a favpurite of his, and defired they would follow
kim, which they did to the water-fide, where they
faw a very large canoe, with only two men in it
He then informed them, he waited for fome people,
whom he expelted to have found there. Soon af.
ter twenty-one Kupacks appeared, who were entire
firangers to Mr. Sharp, but who had affifted Abba
Thulle in his laft expedition; Raa Kook defired Mr.
Skarp and the boatfwain to go into the canoe firft,
and a good. deal of ceremony pafled among the Ru-
packs, to fettle who thould go in the laft.—No kind
of intimation was given whither they were going,
however it was foon .perceived that they were dire&t.
ing their courfe to the little ifland oppofite to Pelmo,
about three or four miles diftant from it, and where

they had ftopped when they firft accompanied the

General from Oroolong,  On landing, he took them
a Jittle way up the country, where there was a fquare
pavement, furrounded by four or five houfes, which
appeared to be uninhabited, as no people were mov-
ing about, and the grals was growing between the
flones of the pavement. After being feated, Ran
Kock difpatched one of his attendants on a meffage,
Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain remaining ftrangers to
the purport of this invitation.—Our Surgeon, who
had before fhewn his watch to Rea Kook, and
fully explained to him its utiiity and defign, perceiy-

ing
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ing they were all very filent and grave, and recolled.
ing how much this little machine had entertained
the General’s curiofity, pulled it out again, and putit
into his hands, that he might fhew it to the Rupack,
and communicate to the:n how exallly the Engli
were able, by it, to meafpre the divifion and laple
of time; they appeared to he all wonderfully afto-
pithed at the account he gave them of its ule and
power, and not 2 little at hearing it tick.—it was
pear an hout before the meflenger returned, when
the General conduted them to the town, which was
about half a mile diftant; they arrived at another
fquare pdvement, furrounded hy a numbher of houles;
in the middle of this fquare were guantities of yams
and cocoa-buts, in piles, with fweet drink and fher-
bet ; and on the outfide of the pavement was feated
a great concourfe of people of both fexes, OnRae
Kook and the Rupacks appearing, they all refpedtful-
ly rofe up. . The General and his friends heing feat-
ed, the attendlatits ferved out the provifions, firftto
the General and his guefts, and then to the people

. who were placed round, It was ohferved, that all

the women who were in the crowd at the General's
arrival, as foon as the refrefhments were handed
about, withdrew; and, what was very remarkabl,
all the cocoa-nuts which were brought on this occr
fion, were old puts, whereas it had never heen ufva
at other entertainments to fee any but young ones;
however they took away the old ones which were

placed
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placed before the Engli/h, and fet young ones in their r383.

room.
When this repaft, which was eaten in the moft
profound filence, was nearly ended, there was heard
at fome diitance the lamentation of women ; Raa
Kaok toucbed Mr. Sharp, who was fitting next to
him, ori the arm, and witbout fpeaking, made figns
to him with his hand to go and fee what bad occa-
fioned this diftrefs ; he and the bodtfwain both rofe
up, and dire@ly went to the place whence thele
founds of forrow feemed to proceed, when they per<
ceived a great number of women following a dead
body, which was tied up in a mat, and laid on a
kind of bier formed of bamboos, in fhape not unlike
a chairman’s horfe, and fupported on the {houlders
of four men, no other males but the bearers attend-
ing. Mr. Sharp and his companion were now per-
feftly fatisfied that this muft be the funéral of Raz
Kook's fon, yet were much puzzled to know why it
hid been conduéted fo filently, and that not a word
or hint had been mentioned to them on the matter ;
whether it was from that determined firmnefs of mind
whicb was armed againft human weaknels, or from
whatever other motive, remained then, and f#till muft
temain, uncertain.— Fhey arrived at tbe place of
burial juft as the people were fetting down the bier,
and laying the body in the grave prepared for it.—
The corpfe was depofited without any ceremony ;
the men who had carried it began immediately, with
N their

Odtober.
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1783 theirhands and fect, to throw the earth over it and

ober gy up the grave, whilft the women knelt down, and -

with loud cries feemed as if they would tear it up
again, unwilling to be deprived of the laft fight ofa
lIoved obje@, which death bad fhatched from them.
A heavy rain coming on, drove fome of the people
away, as it did our two countrymen, to the firft
fhelrer they could obtain.

‘When it cleared up they returned to Raa Kook and
the Rupacks, who had alfo theltered themfelves from
the weather. The evening advancing, and proving
tempeftuous, they could not return to PelewmmmMr.
Sharp and his companion, with foine of the Rupacks,
{lept at.the General’s houfe; the remainder of the
company were provided for in other contiguous
buildings.

Previous to their departure, the next morning, for
the King’s ifland, Raa Kook took Mr. Sharp and the
boatfwain to a houfe not far diftant from the place
where his fon had been interred the preceding even-
ing ; there was only an old woman in the houfe when
they went in, who, on receiving fome order from
the General, immediately difappeared, and foon af-
ter returned with two old cocoa-nuts, and a bundle
of bectle-nat with the leaves; fhe alfo brought fome
red ochre.~He took up one of the cocoa nuts, crol-
fing it with the ochre tranfverfely ; then placed iton
the groun 1 by his fide.—After {itting very penfive,
he repeated fomething to himfelf, which our people

conceived
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conceived was a kind of prayer, as he appeared a ()ré-,;gg.

good deal agitated; he tben did the fame thing
by the fecond cocoa-nut, and afterwards crofled
the bunch of beetlenut, and fat penfively over
it; this done, he called the old woman and deli-
vered her the two nuts, and the bundle of beetle.
nut, accompanied with fome direftions.Mr, Sharp
and - his companion, obferving her go towards
the young man’s grave, their curiofity would bave
induced them to follow her, in order to have obferv.
ed the conclufion of this ceremony ; but peculiarly
circumftanced as the diftrefled father then was, they
felt an unwillingnefs to trefpafs on his feelings, by
teltifying any defire after further information.

At their return to Pelqw, their countrymen much
wondered what had occafioned their abfence, of
which being informed, they in return related that
tbey had alfo been witnefies of tbe funeral of another
young man, who had fallen in the laft battle.—But
tbis we need not notice here, referving itto that part
of the work which will defcribe the manners and
cuftoms of Pelew.

The General condufted Mr. Sharp to the King,
who was then feated in the fquare, and who defired
to fee the inftruments wbich he had brought with
him, in tbe kind intention to bave affilted his deceaf
ed nephew; our Surgeon fent for them to Raa
Kook’s houfe, in whofe care tbey had been depofited ;
shey were foon produced, and Mr. Sharp, by the in.

Nis terpreter,
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I, é‘{fge terpreter, explained to him feparately the ufe of
' every inflrument. The furprize and pleafure the
fight afforded .Abba Thulle was fo great, that he beg.

ged Mr, Sharp would go with him, juft by, to whese

feveral Rupacks were lodged (who were come to pafs

a few days with him on account of his late fuccek)

that they might alfo be indulged with a view of thefe
inftruments. A full explanation of the different

. purpofes to which they were applicable, was again

given to thefe Chiefs, in whomit certainly produced

great amazement. They examined the knives, and
faws for amputation, with wonder; and probably
had their imaginations half overfet by the ideas,
which all thefe objells, fo new and fo fingular, mut
huve ftarted in their minds, -

CHAPTER
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Qtiober.

The Men who bad been on the third Expedition to
Artingall return—an Account of it giwn..—ngpr'afn
Wilfon invited by the King to vifit the Rupacks,
who bad attended as Allies in the laff Battle,
Accompanies the King and his Brotber to fome-
Wlands to the Northward, where there was much
Feflivity on the Occafion—~1Is reccived with great
Hofpitality, and after five Dgys Abfence returns
2o Oroolong. -

ABOUT cleven o’clock in the forencon all
the warriors returned to Oroolong, perfely well, in
high fpirits,” and greatly pleafed with the treatment
they had received from their Peleww friends.—Raa
Kook accompanied them, with four canoes, bringing
fome yams, and two jars of molofles.

‘With refpedt to the third expedition, I fhall pur.
fue the fame method as I did in the defcription of
the fecond hattle of Artingall, and deliver the par-
ticularg of it as § _myfelf received them froin Mr, M.
Wilfon, who was prefent at it, and which particu.
lars were fully confirmed hy every report of the
tranfaiion to the Captain,

“ The outfet of this hufinels was nearly the fame
% as in the fecond expedition, though the number

& of

Tuciday
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of canoes far exceeded thofe which accompanied
the King before.~-When we got to Artingall no
canoes were feen, though the ufual previow
notice had been fent of our coming to attack
them.—The Pelew people being unable to pro-

voke the appearance of the enemy, landed, and - |

went a little way up from the fea-fhore. Ruaas
Kook now took the command, and condudied the
troops ; the King remaining in his canoe, occa.
fionally difpatching the Frigate canoes with orders
to him and Arra Kooker—We were entreated
not to land; we however, perceiving “that the
enemy were beginning to defend themfelves,
jumped on fhore to affit our friends, and befieg-
ed fome houfes poflefled by the enemy.—The
fwivel, which had been fixed in a canoce which
the natives' had prepared for the purpofe, with
great ingenuity and judgment, played conflantly
on the houfes which were filled with people; our
mufquetry covering the Peleww people, foon dif
lodged the enemy, and one of the houfes was
by fome accident prefently in flames.~—We were
often greatly annoyed by the enemy, wbo rufhed
down on us with a fhower of fpears; in retumn,
whenever we perceived them coming, a brifk fire
was kept up, which not only difperfed them im-
mediately, butin all probability muft have killed
a confiderable number of them,~—Arra, Kooker,
who had gone further than any other in purfuit of

¢ the
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“ the enemy, alcending a hill in fight of tbe canoes, olc;;fg“ .
¢ and obferving one of the Awtingall people coming
“ down, ftept unnoticed amongft fome bufhes to let
“ him pafs, and then purfuing him down the decli-
% vity, ftunned him witb a blow from his wooden
“ fword*, and was dragging him a prifoner fo his
“ canoe, when Thomas Wilfon, feeing feveral of the
“ enemy rufhing down on Arra Kesker, and that he
“ muft inevitably have been killed, ran immediately
“ to his afliftance, and levelled his piece at the
% Artingall people, which they perceiving, inftantly
“ betook themfelves to flight; this was a circum-
“ ftance tbe more fortunate, as Thomas Wilfen had
“ expended his whole ftock of ammunition in co-
“ vering the landing, and had aually at the time
* no cbarge in bis mufquet.

 The natives of Ariingall behaved with much
“ courage in this engagement; they defended the
“ houfe that took fire to the laft, nor quitted it till
“ it was ready to fall~~QOne of the Peleww people
“ on 'this occafion diftinguithed himfelf in a very
“ extraordinary manner; be ran to the boule while
“ it was in flames, tore off a burning brand, and
“ carrying it to another houfe, where many of -the
“ enemy bad taken fhelter, fet it on fire, and (the
“ materials of their buildings being very combuiti-
 ble) it was quickly burnt down; the man, after

* ‘The fame fort of weapon was prefented to Captain H’;:'_l[as
st Emungs, and is figuréd ju plate 11 No 1.
S “ accom-
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accomplithing this bold atchievement, had the
good fortune to return to his companions unhur;
the King publicly rewarded him for his courage,

by immediately placing with his own hands 3

firing of beads in his ear, and making him after.
wards an inferior Rupack on his return to Pefew.
¢ In this adtion five canoes were deftroved, which
the enemy had hauled on fhore, and alfo their
wharf or canfeway, which was much longer and
broader than that at Pe/ew, DBefide doing much
other damage to the enemy, they brought away
the {tonc on which the King of Areingall fits when
in council; this afforded occalion for great re.

“ joicipg when they got back, but were not fo truly

£E€
13
€%
€%
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%

F14

felt as after the fecond battle, the trinmph of the
day being overclouded by the death of Ras Koik's
fon, and another youth of note, both killed in
this engagement, as alfo from having thirty or
forty of 1heir people wounded, feveral of whom
died in confequence thercof, in a few days after
their return to Pelews *.?

This morning Mr. Barker unfortunately felt

backward from one of the ftages, and was much
hurt.~~Qur men being now employed about the
veflel, and Raa Kook waiting with two canoes at
Oreolong, Captain Wilfen went, by the particular

* The carrying off the regal Rone from Arvingal! might add 2

wuch imaginary glory to the day as cur firfk Edward™s bringing
to Wefiminflzr the inasguration fone of the Kings of Scatleed.

defire.
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defire of the King, to pay a vifit to the Rupacks who 0!783~ :

attended him on the laft expedition. The Captain
was accompanied by his fon Henry Wilfon, Thomas
Dudtor his fervant, and the linguift.—After they had
got out of the harbour they waited fome time for
the canoes, which had been fithing.—The General
fent a turtle and fome fifh to the tents, and took the
reft to Pelew, where they arrived about ten o’clock
at night; the King had been gone an hour before to

the great ifland called Emunge, where thefe Rupacks

lived, buthad left his eldelt fon, Qui Bill, te reccive
Captain Wilfon and go forward with him.wRaa Kook
afked the Captain if he liked to follow his brother ;
but he declined going any further till morning,
feeling himfelf indifpofed.

£rober,

About feven o’clock the next morning they em- Thurfday
Q.

barked in Raa Kook’s canoe ; the General was accom.
panied by two of his wives, having eleven men to
paddle, and taking with them provifion for the day;
they went to the northward about ten or twelve
leagues, and about noon were off the mouth of a
rivulet that ran up into the ifland of Enmnge, where
Abba Thulle then was,—Raa Kook here ornamented
his canoe with thells, and founded his conch, to give
notice of his arrival

This rivulet- was both narrow and fhallow, its
fides full of mangrove trees, which in feveral places
were cut away to make a free paffage for the canoes
to pafs up and down.In their paffage to get into

the
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the rivulet or creek, they were frequently in dan-

ger of being a-ground, which the natives feemed
much to fear, on account of the fharp coral-ftones
upon the banks; it was neceffary for them to keep
a good look-out, as they had frequently fudden tran.
fitions from deep to fhallow water.—After advane-
tng near a mile up this creck (through part of which,
jt being low-water, the boatmen were obliged to get
out and track the canoe) they came in fight of fome
houfes ; the conch fhell was again founded, when
three or four young men appeared, hut returned

back immediately, as if forprized ; Rae Kock, o8

{eeing this, ordered two of his men to go up to the
houfes, who returned with a piece of board, or
which they feated Captain Wilfon, and four of the .
men took him on fhore, Raa Kook walking by his
fide, the canog being a-ground. The bank of the

river was by this time crowded with the matives;

through this throng they were condutted to a large
houfe, where the novelty of feeing men of a diffe-
rent colour o themielves had drawn together 3 frefh
concourfe of people, whofe curiofity was ftill mare
raifed by what they had heard of them in the late
different expeditions.~—The Captain and his compa-
nions ftayed at this place about half an hour, to reit
themlelves, and gratify the natives, who appeared
exceedingly defirous to touch thems they then
walked about a quarter of a mile further, where
Abba Thulle with the Rupacks were expeling their

arrival
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arrival.—They found the King and the Chicfs in a o

large boufe or public building ; the former made
figns to Captain Wilfen to fit down.—They remain-

ed there about two hours, and then went to vifit the -

Rupack of the town, who was a very old man and
unable to walk—being accompanied by Raa Kook,
who introduced them. A kind of flool or low table
covered with boiled yams, a tub of fiweet drink, and
2 fifh were fet before them.—They tafted thems, and
remained about half an hour with the old Rupack,
and returned to the great houfe, whither the provi.
fions were fent after them.—About five o’clock in
tbe evening a dancing began, after the manner of
the country, at each end of the outfide of the great
houfe, and another at a boufe a little diftant, where
another large company were with Arra Kosker and
the King’s eldeft fon, Qui Bill.—Supper was ferved
by two butlers, It was oblerved, in the houfe where
Abba Thulle was, that though an allotted fhare, or
portion of the entertainment was ferved to each
Rupack, his family and guelts, yet none of them
touched a bit till the King gave the word to eat;
neither did they at night lie down to fleep until he
was covered with bis mat. _

‘The dancing continued the whole night, with
finging, the women joining in both, wbich altoge.
tber made a terrible noife; and our people having
only rough uneven boards to fleep onr, with a boat.
cloak [pread under them, and a jack for a coverlid,

they

73
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1783, they may be rather faid to have lain down than reft.
ber. ed.—Tbefe diverfions did not ceafg tilb ten o'clock
Frday the next morning, and at three in the afternoon
¥ were renewed for an hour; when two parties of the
natives came from a wood that was clofe to the town,

and rafhing out by different ways, reprefented to

thie fpeltators a mock fight; after which they joined

in one band, and began a kind of dance, with their

fpears in their hands 3 during which four large fpears

were brought and prefented to Captain Hilfon by the

Chicf of the band, one at a time, he making a fhort
fpeech at the delivery of each of them, and then re.
.turped to join the dance ; he'alin prefented the Cap-

tain with a fword, made of very hard wood, and cu-

Ser Plate vioufly inlaid with thell.—This dance lafted aboutan
1. No- 3y qury when it was ended, Captain Wilfin enquired
of the linguift the meaning of fome hunian fkulls he

faw placed over. the outfide of the. doors at the ends

of the great ‘honfe ; he dire@ly went and atked Raa

Kook, who gave him the foliowing account :—That

the Rupacks and principal men of Emungs having

gone on fome particuler occafion to another ifland;
taking with them 2 eonfiderable number of the ibha.
bitants, a party of the Ariigall people landed at their

26wn, and killing many wbo could not efcape into

the woods, et their. houles on fire; the news of

which being brought to Abla Thulle, he immediate-

ly affembled his canoes and warriors, and went and
sttacked them beforc 'they had quitted the place;

that
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that being fo unexpe&edly befet, many were kil- s83.
led, and the reft fled, fome in their canoes, and
others into the woods ; that the Rupacks and people
of Emungs retumning at this junCure, few of the
Artingall people elcaped; and that thole were the
heads of fome of the Chiefs.—This affair appeared
not to have happened very long before, as the mates
rials of the houfes which had been deltroyed looked
ftill rather frefh, nor were overgrown with weeds at
that time.—In theevening they renewed their merri-
ment, which continued till midnight, when they

went to reft,

The morning was uthered in with new dances. gayumdsy
After breakfaflt there was much heavy rain, with #&
thunder and lightning ; in the afternoon the weather
clearing, the old Rupack of the place came down to
the raifed fquare pavement, which was at one end
of the great houfe where our people were ; he was
brought on 2 board flung with a rope at each end,
and carried by four men.—After he was feated, a
meflenger came and fpoke to Abba Thulle, who im-
mediately faid fomething to the Rupacks in the great
houfe, and they all went out on the psvement, and
feated themfclves with much refpelt; Abba Thulle
alfo quitted the houfe, leaving none but the Englify
in it; yet did not go to the old Rupack, or takeany
notice of the ceremony carrying on, but fat down
under a tree, where he could not be obferved, and
amufed himfelf in’° making the handle of a hatchet,

‘ ~After
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1733 w=After fome time fpent in converfauon, the old
Rupark diftributed beads to the-other Rupacks, inthe
following manner :—The old Rupick gave them to
an officer in waiting, whoadvancing into the middle
of the fquare, and holding them up between his fore-
finger and thumb, made a fhort fpeech, and witha
loud voice called out the perfon’s name for whom .
they were defligned, and immediately ran and gave
them to him, and then returned in a {low pace'to
the old Rupack for the next, which was prefented in
the' fame manner.—Captain Wi/jfon remained in the
houle obferving the ceremony, till the Iinguift was
fent to him, when he went out, and was direQed to
a feat near to'his friend Raas Kook, and foon after

S stze WO tortoife-fhell fpoons, and a firing of red beat,

W. fz. 2. which were made from a coarfe fpecies of cornelian,
Pl ?_U were brought forward, which the before mentioned
A1 officer holding up, called out .Cngfee:, and inftantly
ran and prefented them to the Captain,A4bbz
Thulle’s beads, which were of ghﬂk *, were givento

"Raea Kook, who perfonated the King on this occafion.

1here certainly appears, from what has been faid,

* The beads fvfl fpoken of were of their own making, being
& kind of coloured carth beaked i they made them alfo at Prlw,
but cur peaple had never any opportunity of feeing how. they were
manufaQured.~-They alfo confidered as beads the glafs oneslal
mentioned, bring only bits of broken glafs, which they had the
art of drilting ; fome berds they faw of this kind were made of

green aund white glafs, being fmall picces of broken botties whichr
Lad been. got out of the Amelope.

te
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to have been fome etiquette, not properly underftood od

by our people, in Abba Thulle’s retiring whilft the
old Rupack was diftributing his favours.—There was
reafon to fuppofe, that if their rank was the fame,
vet the ceremonials of their perfonal interview might
not be fufficiently fettled, fo as to admit of their
meeting on terms of equal dignity on both fides.
Therefore the King of Pelew, though attually pre.
fent, was only prefumed to be fo in the perfon of
his brother the General; who, as appears before,
anfwered for him, and in his name received that refs

timony of refped with which one fovereign was -

pleafed to greet another. 'When the old Rupack had
diftributed all his favours, a general converfation
took place among tbe Chiefs, which continued for
about an hour; after which the old Chief was put
on his board, and carried back in the fame manner
he had been brought to the fquare. Fifh, yams, and
other refrefhments were then given to the attendants
of Abba Thulle and the other Rupacks.—The even-
ing was pafled in the great houfe, as before.

In confequence of Captain Wilfon having requefted
to return to Orovlong, the conch-fhell was founded at
day-light, and the canoes got in readinefs for depar-
ture. - At eight o’clock they all went to the boufe
‘where they firft landed, and here, before they em.-
tarked, Raa Kook exprefled a with to fire a mufket;
but having no idea of the fhock it would occafion,
and biolding it loofe, it firuck his fhoulder with fuch

force
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force as threw him backwards, and it fell from his
hands. He exprefled much furprize that the Englis
could do this with fo much eafe, and that he was
neither able to ftand or hold it when fired. They
aow went on board, and fell down the creek, it being
near high-water.  After they had got to the outle
of the creek, one of the Rupacks, who was going 1o
the northward, where he lived, parted company,
carrying away in his fuite eight or nine canoes. This
Rupack, whole name was Maath, had two Dons on
bis arm.  Captain Iifon had given Abba Thulle the
fpaniel dog, which the King had with him at 1his
time;  When they were out of the creck, and Meatt
was taxing leave, Abba Thuile delivered to him the
dog, and alfo the fearlet coat; but they were after-
wards returned to him, as our people faw him wear
the coat when he went againft Pelo're, and faw the
dog frequently afterwards at Pelew ; which fatisfied
them that they were only lent to Maath to take to
his ifland, that he might fhew them to his own peo.
ple, Captain H7on having declined going to vifi
them, though ftrongly folicited, excufing himfelfon
account of the long time it would eccafion hisbeing
ablent from Oreolong.Abba Thulle and his train
which confited of about forty canoes, returned to
the fouthward. About ten o’clock they were over-
taken by a violent fguall of wind, with much thus-
der, lizhtning, and rain, which obliged every canoe
to fuift for itfelf; the boatmen, in that canoe where

the
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the Captain was, jumped overboard, to avoid being 1&703{)3

- wetted with the rain *, holding by the canoe with one
arm, and keeping it as it were at an anchor; but
findinig the rain continue after the thunder bad ceaf-
ed, they made for the fhore, which having reached,
the boatmen very expeditioufly kindled a fire, by
rubbing two pieces of wood togethier. The Captain
remarked, that at eacb flath of lightning Raa Kook's
two wives, who were in the fame canoe with him,
Theltered under his boat-cloak, muttered fomething
that feemed to be a prayer or ejaculation; Raz
Kook covered himfelf with his mat. About noonthe
weather cleared up, and they joined tbe King, who
gave our people boiled fith for dinner, fomewhat re-
fembling mullet. About one o'clock all landed;
and the King and his retinue, with our people, walk-
ed up the country -about a mile, to a town called
Aramalorgos, where was exhibited 2 dance of fpear-
men ; after which the ufual fort of refrefhments were
ferved to thecompany. They then returned to their
canoes, and came to a place called Emillegue, which
appeared to be a diftinét government, as a formal in-
vitation came off from the Rupack, or Chief of that
ifland, to folicit the company to land. It wasa lar;ofe
town, fituated about a mile from the fea-fhore. The

* Notwithfianding the natives bathed daily in frefh water, yet
they ail appeared to have a great diflike at being wetted by rain ;
it i« prohable the fpattering of it on their naked bodies might
sreate an unpleafant fenfation.

O Rupack
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Rupack was a fat, good-looking, friendly old man;
and, by every mark of external refpect paid to him,
feemed to be a perfon of confiderable confequence.

Our people conceived the idea, that fome eti-
quette here alfo operated on the King of Pelew, a
ke would not bimfelf go on fhore, but ftayed in his
canoe, though it was his with that all the relt of
his company fhould land. They were here enter-
tained with a dance, and treated with fome broiled
pigeons, &c. They alfo were invited to, and moift
kindly received at two or three private houfes. It
was night before they got back to the canoes, ad
being dark, the people were fo hofpitable that they
would walk with them, and condut them in fafety
to the water-fide, bearing lighted torches in their
hands, and taking tbem by the arm wbenever the
path was uneven or difficult.

About ten o’clock Captain Wilfen and his party
arrived at Pelew ; the King’s canoe not being come
in, no perfon offered to go on fhore, the fame was
obferved by all the other canoes ; nor till the King
went on fhore was any thing removed from the
boats. And here I muft notice, that though thefe
ceremonials were obferved by all ranks to Abbe
Thulle, even by his brothers Raa Kook and Arre
Kucker, yer Captain Wilfon and the Englifh were
exempt from them; and Ras Kook gave them to
underftand the Englifh might land when they pleal-
ed; but the Captain finding this was an eftablithed

form,
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form, chofe to remain in the canoe, out of refpect
to the King, and in compliment to the Gengrai,m
Our people ftayed all night at the houfe hy the
water-fide, 4bba Thulle remaining with them. A
council was held, hefore they went to fleep, confift.
ing of the King, his brothers, and the chief Rupacks
who had returned to Pelew; the purport of which
was made known mext day at breakfaft, hy Abba
Thulle’s alking the Captain if he would go with
him once more to battle Who replied, that he
muft confult his officers and people at Oreolong, he-
fore he could with propriety give an anfwer; that
when he left the ifland many of them were fick, nor
could he tell but that at his return he might find
others ill alfo; but fhould that not he the cafe, he
would with pleafure comply with his wifhes. The
King then atked, why the jolly-boat had never heen
once down at Peltzo for yams, fince the time the
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Captain had been with him at the iftands ? Captain

Wilfen anfwered, that they had only one hoat in ule,
the other being funk at the head of the new veffel,
to make a hank to keep off the tide..~The wea-
ther that had been [qually, being now clearing,
and the wind getting to the N, E. our people left
Pelew ahout eleven in the forencon. They ftop-
ped an hour at the fmall iftand, and reached Oros-
fong about four in the afternoon; Raa Keok rcturn-
ing with them.

Oz On
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On arriving at Oroolong, it was with great fatis.
fattion they found Mr. Barker fo well recovered
from his accident as to be able to go about. The
vellel aifo was much forwarded, all her beams laid,
and moft of them fecured.—The General, ever at.
tentive to the intereft and fervice of our. country.
nien, fent back immediately all the canoces (except
his own, in whom he could confide) that they might
not pilfer, or be guilty of any mifdemeanor.

CHAPTER
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LCHAPTER XVi 1483,
Od&cben

*

Proceedings at Oroolong.~—The General remains with
the Englith.—Intelligence is brought to bim that the
People of Artingall were come to fue for Peace—
The King arrives the next Day, and for the firfp
Time brings one of his Wives, his favourite Daugh,
tery and feveral of their Female Attendants~—He
continues at the Back of the [fland three or four Days,
during which Time the General, who went with bim,
was much indifpofed——Mr. Sharp wifits him, and
relieves his Complaint.~—The King, with Raa Kook,
and bis Retinue, return to Pelew.—He fends the
Englith fome Colours te paint their Veffel——Mr,
Sharp goes to Pelew to enguire after Raa Kook’s

- Health, swhom be finds geiting wells

THE jolly-boat went this morning for water, but Tuefday
found the well dry, there being feven canoes already 4
there, It was underftood from Tom Rofe, that they
preceded the King, who was coming with men and
boats to bring on fhore all the fhip’s guns. In the
courfe of the day our people got fome water, and a
imall canoe hrought a few fith, and a fine fea craw-fith,
The cook baving been very negligent in his bufi.
nefs, fpoiling often the 7ice, and being fufpe@ed, in
toncers with one of the Ching-men, his affiftant, of
appra.
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appropriating to themfelves part of the very fmall
quantity of meat they could afford to boil with it;
he was ordered to be punithed with a Cobbing. . In
confequence of the regulations before mentioned to
have been made amongit themfelves, this was carried
by a majority. The Cabbing was performed by ftrip-
ping him to the waift, and tying his hands againft a
tree, to. keep him extended ; when one man, with a
thin flat piece of wood, like a battledore, impofed the
number of {tripes-he was ordered to receive. The
cook’s affiftant was alfo punifhed in like manner;
and another Ching-man for wounding one of his
countrymen on the head with a flone. Raa Kook,
feeing thele fellows tied up, appeared concerned,
and applied to Captain Wilfon to beg them off; but
the fafety of this little community abfolutely requir-
ed that regularity and obedience fhould be preferv-
ed; and this was fully explained to the General, us
an apology for his requeft not being complied with.
He ftood by, however, whilft the punithment was in-
flited ; and not finding it was of a ferious nature,
feemed convinced our people were right; and when
the China-mcn came to receive the fame difcipline,
they fct up fo lamentable a cry, that he was even
diverted by their pufiflanimity,

"This afternoon threge canoes came to the watering.
place, in one of which was a woman, the firft that
had been feen at Orgolong by the Englifh ; they after-
wards came round to the harbour, when the woman

Camc
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came on thore; who, after viewing the veflel, went 1783

up to the {mith’s-thop, and from thence to the cook’s
habitation.  After looking about with much atten.
tion, the came back to the veflel; which the exa.
mined again for a few minutes, and then returned
to her canoce. She was not accompanied by any one
of the men from the canoes. QOur people never
could learn who fhe was, as Raa Kook was gone off
at that time to the wreck. She appeared to ftep
cautioufly, hut ftill was excited hy her curiofity to
peep ahout every where. It was judged they came
from Emillegue, no one recolle@ting any Pelew coun.
tenance among them. The bottom of the veflel was
this day begun to he caulked, as alfo her deck to
be Jaid,

The jolly-boat ftill continued her vifits to the Thufday

wreck, from whence the generally brought fome-
thing that was of fervice, A canoe came into the
harbour with fith, and 3 turtle of ahout two hundred
pounds weight. Raa Kook fent the turtle to the King,
but gave our people moft of the fith. In the after-
noon a canoe came from Pefew, to notify to the Ge-
neral the arrival of the Chigf Minjfier of Artingall as
that place, who had hrought with him offers of peace.
Notice of it was alfo fent to Captain Wilfen.

Raa Kook appeared much pleafed with the news,
and told the Captain that he fuppofed this was the
yeafon wby his hrother 4bba Thille was not come up
before, hut that he would be at Qroolong the next day.

w4 Canog

16,
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1783. ~wA canoe wanting to enter the harhour in the night,

Odtober.
Friday
17,

the watch fired to keep it off; but it came in the
next morning, and brought fome fith. The General
gave pur people three, which ferved every one fora
dinner, and was the faving of two hams; the reft
of the fifh heing kept for the King, who arrived
about ten o’clock in the harhour, attended hy nine
canoes. With him came his youngeft daughter,
Erre Befs, and cight or nine women, who, except
the fingle woman juft hefore mentioned, were the
firft who had vifited Oroolong. Befare Abba Thullt
rame on fhore, the General, who went out to meet
him, had given him an accaunt of every thing that
was going on. The King ordered a prefent of yams,
cocoa-nuts, and {weetmeats, to be given to our peo
ple; after which he landed. He led his daughter by
the hand on fhore, who feemed to be about nine
years of age; and of whom then, as well as on all
future occafions, he feemed to he immoderately fond.
‘The General took care of all the other females, and
thewed them about the cove. The King, after apo-
logizing fa Captain Hilfen for not having been able
to come to Oreolong earlier to thank him for his fer.
vices, feemed impatient to view the works carrying .
on. Hetook the Tackelbys, or artificers wbo came

with him, to fee the veflel, and appeared much de-

lighted to obferve the form ithad taken fince he had
laft becn on the ifland, and was quite aftonithed at
the conveniencies he found it had, Then going

within
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within the harricade, he was attratted hy the boys 1783

fpinning fpun-yarn, which much pleafed him. His ©
hrother then took him into the China-men’s tenss,
who were all employed in picking oakum.— Among
the women whom Raa Kook conduited ahoutthe
cove, there was one who ftruck all our countrymen
as heing fuperior in elegance and beauty, as well as
in her graceful manner of walking, to any female
they had noticed at Pelew ; fhe was very young, and
they could not help making fome enquirics about
her of the General, who informed them that {he was
one of the King’s wives, and was called Ludee ;—
this lady, as well as all her female companions, tefhi-
fied that degree of furprize, which the firft fight of
our different works had excited in all the other
patives.

After they had amufed themfielves in feeing every
thing that was going forward, a canvafs was fpread
in the cove for the King, the General, and the la-
dies ; the Captain entertained them with fith, and
hoiled rice mixed with moloffes to fweeten it; which
never having tafted-before, they feemed to relifh
very much.

The King, in converfing with the Captain, want-
ed to know where he kept his powder, and how
much he had ; he an{wered, that the gunner, who
had the care of it, was abfenr, but when he came
home in the evening he would enquire.  4bbg Thuile
feeming to recollet that there ‘might be fome im-

propriety
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propriety in the queftion, changed the difcourfe in.
ftantly, nor refumed it any more. He faid he
was cqme to get the great guns on fhore, and afked
if he fhould bring them to Oreslong, or take them to
Pelew? Captain Wilfon went out and confulted the
Chief Mate, when it was thought beft to pay him
the compliment of faying he might take them ali
to Pelew except one, which wounld be wanted to go
with the veffel.

Abba Thulle informed the Captain that he was
now at peace with moft of his neighbours, but that
he believed he was indebted for tbis peace to their
mufquets; he therefore hoped the Englih would
give him fome when they went away; adding, that
they did not requeft irom, as of that they had now
received a lufficiency ; the only thing they withed
for was powder and mufquets, and defired he might
have ten~—In anfwer to all this the Captain told
him that the Eng/i/b would always continue to be
his friends; but that it would be impoflible to fpare
ten of them, as the Engli/b were at that moment at
war with different nations, whofe fhips they might
have to contend with in their paffage home; how.
ever, that when they quitted his country, they would
at all events give him five; he feemed much pleafed
with the Captain’s anfwer: who added, that thould
his neighbours again make war witb bim, he might
(from the kind treatment he had thewn the Englifs)
declare that they would return in a much larger

fhip,
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fhip, with 2 number of men, and would avenge any 1783

infult they thould offer to him in their abfence.

In the afterncon he took his canoes and psople to
the watering-place.—This amiable Prince was per-
petually giving new proofs of his attention to the
Englifh : as he commonly came with a confiderable
retinue, he obferved that when he arrived, our peo.
ple left off working, and thence conceived it was for
fear the natives fhould pilfer their tools, which he
knew they fometimes could not refrain from ; there.
fore, as foon as he had dined, he made them all retire
with him to the back of the ifland, that he might lefs
impede that bufinefs, which he faw our countrymen
had fo much at heart,

He had not been at the watering-place long be.
forehe fent for Captain Wilfon to come over tohim:
Mr. Sharp and Mr. Divis accompanied him. His
canoes bad juft come in from fithing, a large quan-
tity which they had caught lay on the ground near
where the King was fitting, divided into two parcels ;
and the reafon why the Captain had been fent for, was
to give him one of the portions, which confifted of ten
large fifh,  The Captain faid, four would be as many
as would feaft all his men, and the reft, he feared,
would fpoil before the next day.  The King gave or-
ders to have the other {ix cleaned and drefled for
keeping, after their own manner, and faid he would

fend them over in the morning.~-It now advancing

towards fun-fet, the King withed the three gentlemen
to
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1783. to move homewards before it grew dark, as partof

O&ober.

Ratvrday

their way over land was rugged and hazardous ; they
therefore took leave of him, with many expreffions
of thanks for the repeated marks of his attention,—
In ti:e night there was a very hard fquall.

Some boiled rice was fent for the King’s hreakfuft,

18- Soon after, Raa Kook came over land, followed by

fix men, bearing the fith; they were finging all the
way through the woods, and were heard long hefore
they were feen.  The fith were quite fweet and good,
and, as the great heat of this climate taints all theit
fith in a few hours, it may be worth while to mention
the method they take. to preferve them.—The filk
being well cleaned, wathed, and fcaled, two flat
fticks are placed lengthways of the fith, to fupport
and keep it ftraigbt, much in the fame manner &
meat is laid in 2 cradle fpit; around it are bound
fome broad leaves. They then makea kind of flage
or trivet, placed about two feet from the ground,
ftanding on four legs, upon which the fith is kid,
snd 2 flow fire made underneath, over which it re.
mains for feveral hours, till it becomes finoke-dried,
and then it is fit for eating without any further drefl
ing, and would keep a couple of days, though cer-
tainly not fo well-flavoured as when eaten freth— ;
By a good obfervation at noon, the latitude of the
watering-place was 7° 18’ north, and the northern
extremnity of Oroolong was 70 19’ north,  The King
left five or fix canoes with the women at the watering
piact
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place, and went to the wreck; the Captain fent fome.
tea again{t he came on fhore, and afterwards went
over himfelf, to complain to him of the lofs of a
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caulking-iron and an adze; which he promifed

thould be enquired after and returned. Three of
tbe Artingall people being with the King, they were
pointed out to Captain Wilon, who gave them an
invitation to breakfaft.

Arra Kooker came to fpeak about the things that
bad been purloined. He had recovered the caulk-
ing-iron, but the adze had been carried to Pefrrv,e
He told tbem the King requefted ten of our people
to affift in getting eut the guns, his own having no
tackle equal to the effelting it; they were accord-
ingly fent off to the wreck, where Abbg Thulle met

Sundsy
19.

them, and was not a little amazed when he faw the

eafe with which the bufinefs was managed,—~The
General, accompanied by the Artingall people, eame,
as invited, to breakfaft with the Englih. They
fhewed them their tents, and the work that was
going forward, with which they feemed aftonithed,
and particularly with the fwivel and fix-pounder,
When they were fhewn the Imall arms, they by
forcible geftures feemed to defcribe that thofe were
the inftruments which had killed fo many of their
countrymen at Artingall They did not appear to
entertain the flighteft animofity, but fhook hands
" with the Englifb in much amity, and received the
civilities offered them with great thankfulnefs..—At

noon
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noon there were fqualls, accompanied with heavy
rain. Captain W7lfon had plenty of fith fent him,
and fome large Kima Cockies, which are well known
in the Eaft, as alfo in Eurgpe, from the number of
their fhells which are brought over to adorn grottos
and fountains.
The King fent again mote fith to the Eng/ih, with
a large bafket of yams, and another of plantains.—
Raa Kook being indifpofed, did not come to hreak.
faft, but fent to defire Captain #3iln and the Surs
geon would come over to fee him. When they got
there the King was gone to the wreck. They found
the General very feverifh, from the pain of a large
boil on his arm, which Mr. Sharp fomented and
drefled ; he had feveral people about him, among
whom were two women; who appeared much feratch.
ed about the breaft and ftomuch, as if with pins:
they enquired the caufe, but not having the linguift
with themw, could only learn that it was done witha
prickly kind of long leaf; and from the apparent
concern of thefe women, it was conceived, that the
wounding themfelves was an external mark of for-
row for the General’s indifpofition. In the evening
they returned to fee him, and found him much bet-
ter. The King was then come on thore, and feem-
ed much pleafed with the attention thewn his hro
ther; he appeared on this occafion to be particularly
anxfous on his account, and indeed our people had
repeatcd opportunities to difcover, that Abba Thulle
teftified
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teftified to every part of his family a moft affectiodate 1783.

and tender difpofition,
When the fithing canoes came in, a large portion

of what they had taken was given to the Englifh. -
Whilft they were fitting with the King, a flying fox

fettied on a tree near where they were, Captain
ilfor’s fervant, who had heen fhooting pigeons in
that part of the ifland, juft then coming up, and hav.
ing his piece loaded, fhot it.  This is an animal thas
has fome fimilitude to our bat, but is five or fix times
larger; it refemhlesa fox in its head, and hath much
fach a fmell. The natives call it Olerd. It runs
along the ground, and up trees like a cat; it has
befides wings, which extend pretty wide, by which
it flies like a bird. The Peleww people broil and eat
them whenever they can knock them down, eftecm.
iﬁg them a great delicacy; on which account the
Englifb, whenever they faw any, ufed to fhoot them
for the King, being, like the tame pigeon, a privi-
leged dith for thofe of a certain rank. The Ariin-
gall people who were prefent, fecing the animal drop
from the top of a lofty tree, without any thing ap-
parently pafling to it, one of them ran to take
it up, and on examining it, perceived the holes
which the fhot had picrced, and remarked, that fuch
of their own countrymen as loft their lives in the
late battles, fell down with holes in their hodies juft

like this animal, and died.
‘Whilit
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Whillt thefe men teftified their natural furprize,

© Abba Thulle and the General, who were now be-
come mafters of the power and effet of the muf-
quet, could not forbear fmiling at finding their

) Artingall vifitors had at laft difcovered what had fo

completely defeated their force, as well as over-
powered their comprehenfion.

Tuelday In the morning our people received their fifh,

21.

cured as ufual.About nine o’clock the King came
round with his canoes and attendants,. in his way to
Pelew.~He landed, examined the works, and ob-
ferved, on looking at the pinnace, that it wanted.re-
pairing ~Before he went away, he afked the Captain
if the Englifb would go and fight for him once more,
though he did not explain againft whom he was
going to war; he was anfwered that they readily -
would.He then went on board his canoe, firlt de.
firing Tom Rofe and another of our people might go
‘back with him to Pelew. This was agreed to, and
"Mr., Devis expreffed a wifh to accompany the linguit.
~~1In the converfation Captain Wi/fon had with the
King this day, be appeared extremely anxious that
our people would not leave his country without
making him previoully acquainted of the time they
intended going, faying he would fend two men with
them to England, and gromiﬁ:d to give them colours
to pai}n their veffel.w~Raa Kook was much preffed
to remain at Oroslong till his arm was quite well,
but he faid he could not then conveniently flay, but

would
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would very foon return.-—QOur people conjeGtured 1783.°
: . s o, Ofober

his prefence was neceflary at the council which was

to be held on the expedition they were then pro.

jefting.~~When the jolly-hoat returned from the

wreck, the was fent down to Pelew for the paint.me

After dinner every man received a file, to give to his

Sucalic ot friend ; Captain Wilfon having takep into

cuftody all the tools and pieces of iron, that our

people might difpofe of them judicioufly.

Freth gales from the N. E. and fair weather.—The Wednef-
provifions were overhauled, to dry and air them. day 23.
The jolly-hoat, that had followed the King to Peirw,
returned with the paint he had promifed, confifting
of red and yellow ochre *, of which ke fent a quanti-
ty fufficient to colour the veflel three or four times;
he charged the men who hrought it to be particular-
ly careful to keep tire hafkets in which the colours
were packed from being wet, and defired them to ac-
quaint the Captain, that when he came up to go
againlt Pelelew (the place to which he was diretting
his expedition ) he would hring men with him to paint
the veflel.—In the afternoon there were hard fqualls
of wind from the northward, with heavy rain.The
jolly-boat, in the evening, returning from the watera
ing-place, was followed hy two canoes to the mouth

* Thefe were the ouly natural colours they had, though they
occafionally applied black and white in fome of their ornaments,
the former made frum burnt cocou-nut fhells, the latter from
burat coral,
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1783.  of the harbour.—~It was thought, by their not cont
Ctober,

" ing in, that they were people from Pelelew.

Puelday The caulkers this day finithed caulking the bot-

23.

Friday
a4

tom of the veflel, and alfo completed tbe planking
of the top fides, and in the evening handed water into
her to try for leaks.

Next day all were bufied in caulking her upper
works, and fixing the fteps for the mafts. The jolly.
boat was difpatched to Pelew to fetch Mr. Dewvis and
Tom Rofe ; Mr. Sharp was fent down in her to vifit
Raa Kook, and fee if he could be of further ufe to his

"arm ; and foon after his departure a canoe came in
from the King, loaded with rew yams, having receiv.
ed none after the firft ten days but what were fent
ready drefi.

Saturdsy  Lhe caulking of the outfide of the veffel was finifh-

25.

ed this day.~The jolly-boat brought back the fur-
geon ; the King and all his people at Pelesy being
wonderfully pleafed at this mark of attention paid to
their favourite the General. Mr. Sharp, on going,
found Raz Kook much better ; one of the Pelew fur.
geons had cut out the core of the boil, and the flefh
about it, with one of the fame ordinary knives which
had been applied fo the foot of his fon. Mr. Sharp
drefled the wound, and left him feveral other drefe
fings, with neceflary direftions, and he foon got per-
feltly well.

‘When one confiders that thefe medical gentlemen
at Pelew never purfued any other method but cutting

out
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ot the part affeCted ; and that till the prefent wmra,
when accident had thrown in their way a few two-
penny knives, their operations were performed by
fhells ground to an edge; onemuft wonderat the bold-
nefs of the pratice ; and, living ourfelves in countries
where the anatomy of the human frame and the art
of furgery are fo well underftood and perfeftioned,
atded too by fucb admirable inftruments, one cannot
avoid feeling for the corporal fufferings of thofe whom
~ difeafe or accident fubjeéted to be pra&lfed on bya
Pelewv furgeon,

When the jolly-boat returned with Mr. Sharp and
Tom Rofe (Mr. Devis choofing to remain till the King
went againft Pelelew) it brougbt plenty of yams and
fweetmeats, and alfo five young wild ducks juft fledg-
ed, the only bird of the duck kind our people faw in

thefe parts.—Tom Rofe informed tbe Captain, that -

what Abba Thulle wanted bim for, was to make more
enquiries of him concerning the Englifh, and to give
him fome account of the different people they were
at war with.

This morning the veffel’s bottom was breamed ;
the outfide canlking being completed, to the great
joy of all.—They now filled up the trench under the
veffel, and broke down the dam, which was a work
of fome labour, as the bank had become as folid and
firm as if formed by nature; they alfo clearcd and
floated “the pinnace.—While erhployed about this
work, ten canoes were obferved coming into the hars

Pa bour ;
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1783, bour § thefe came from the land to the fouthward ;
O&ober,

" they were at firft thought to be from Pelelew, hus
afterwards difcovered to be ftrangers going to join
Abba Thulle~~They gave our people fome yams of
a different kind to any they had feen before, being
of a ftraw colour, tinged with a gritty red. Thefe
ftrangers were treated with therbet, and carried round

' all the places where the works were going on; fhewn
the veffel, and every thing that was judged might
pleafe or entertain them. They viewed every ohjett
with that degree of furprize which might naturally
be expeted; hut by the litle difidence they exprefe
fed in coming on fhore, and from heing lefs ftruck
with the colour of our people than the other natives
of thefe regions had been before, it was fuppofed they
had come with minds fully prepared to meet with
thofe objefts which their vifit to Oroolong difplayed
to them. There was an old Rupack with them, who
afterwards went into the Captain’s tent, and amufed
himfelf in counting the leaves of 2 hook, that was ly-
ing there; which trying two or three times to do,
after getting to fifty or fixty, he gave up the point,
faying there weretoo many. They ftayed about two
hours on thore, and on going away the Captain pre-
fenred the Rupack with fome pieces of iron,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XVII

Tbe King comes for the ten Men who were to go with
bim againft Pelelew.—~d great Storm at Oroolong.
—lIntelligence arrives that the Expedition to Pelelew
had ended peaceably~T he Englith return, and give
an Account of the Manner of its Progrefs and Ter-
mination.—Rejoicings on the Occafon at Pelew.——
The King notifies an intended wifit to the Englifh
before their Departyre,

THE morning was cloudy, with light winds érom
the northward ; the hoats employed in getting fome
more ftores from the fhip. In the afternoon a great
pumber of canoes came from Pelew, they were
moft of them from the iflands to the northward ;
in one of thefe Mr. Devis returned ; he brought
intelligence that almoft every ifland in alliance with
Abba Thulle had {ent fome forces, and that he really
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thought there were upwards of three hundred ca.-

noes aflembled at Pelew to go on this expedition;
that when they left that place they feparated in three
divifions, making a very fine appearance; that two
of them went towards Pelelew ; and the third divie
fion, in which was the King and Raa Kook, were
coming to Oreclong for the Englifb ; that he had de-
clined accompanying the King, in order to have

an
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Olgfge-r an opportunity of viewing the fleet. About four
“o'clock in the afternoon the King and Ras Kwk
arrived, and the pinnace (that had undergone re-
pair) having juft before returned from the wreck,
the following men made themfelves ready to go,
viz. Thomas Wilfon, Nicholas Tyacke, Madan Blon-
¢hard, Yames Swift, Thomas Whitfeld, obn Duncan,
Thonas Dulton, William Steward, William Roberts,
and Mr. M. Wilfon ; before night they were all em-
barked and out of the harhour, the Englifh giving
them three cheers at their putting off from the thore,
which was returned hy the whole fleet; our people
devoutly withing this expedition might he the lat.
—in the night the weather became overcaft, and
Tuefdsy there was fome rain ; which before morning became
" very heavy, accompanied with ftrong gales of wind
and fqualls, which carried away all the awniogs
that were laid over the veffel, though the dock-yard
Wedrel- was in a manner fheltered by the hills. Nor was
day 29, the next day more favourable, the morning being
_cloudy, with a frefh gale of wind from the northward,
and frequent fhowers; in the afternoon they alo

had hard fquails, accompanied with thunder, light-
ning, and rain; towards evening the lightning to
the eaftward was ftrong, with diftant thunder. After
the had clofe of day, the night was rendered truly
tremendous by the dreadful confli&t of the agitated
clements. Situated as the Englifs were under the
fhelter
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thelter of prote@ting hills, they apprehended all 1783.

their tents would have been blown down; and
much feared their veffel might be fhook off its
blocks ; much difquietude was alfo felt for the fafety
of their abfent countrymen : which all together ren-

20%

O

dered the night extremely uncomfortable. The Thurfday
morning was howéver dry though cloudy, with a freth 3%

breeze from the S. E.; in the afternoon a fmall ca»

noe, with two menanda boy, came to the watering-
place, feeming to be looking about for the canoes,
but not finding them, they paddled up to the wind.
ward part of tbe ifland, then fet their fafl and ftood
. overtowards Pelelew, About midnight, the weather
being fine, a canoe was feen coming towards the
harbour, which being hailed by the guard, the peo.
ple in it calling out the word Englees, it was permit.
ted to enter the cove ; in her was the Rupack named
Arra Zook, Mr. Sharp’s Sucalic, or friend, whom
the reader will recolle& treated that gentieman and
Captain Wiljon with fo much hofpitality when they
went to fee his fick child; his arrival awakened all
the Englifb, and brought them together, anxious to
hear fome account of their friends. This Chicf gave
them to underftand, that there had been no engage-
ment at Pelelew ; the inhabitants, on the King’s
approach, laid down their fpears, and came and
fupplicated Abba Thulle, for peace, prefenting him
with beads, and delivering up to him two men whao

' had
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had belonged to the Malay wreck ~—drra Zook was

" welcomed with every teftimony of gratitude, both

© in remembrance of bis former kindnefs, as alfo fory

Friday

his ptefent good news.

Soon after day-light another canoe arrived, which
brought information that the fleet was returning from
the expedition. About ten o’clock in the forenocon
two more came into tbe barbour, in one of which
was Fobn Duncan, who gave the following account
of tbis expedition againft Pelelew, which account
avas fully confirmed by the others who bad been
with him, at their return.——In the evening that they
left Oroolong (which was the 27th) they got to the
fmall ifland to-the fouthward of that place; bauled
up their canoes, and laid under fome rocks all night.
~In the morning, at day-hreak, they went to an
ifland four or five leagues further to the fouthward,
which was uninhabited, and lay about four or
five miles diflant from Pelelew ; here they built
buts, or wigwams, and encamped, tbe weather
being very bad; when it became a litde more
moderate, a party of the Pelew people went to
another ifland, not far diflant from the firft, wbicb
belonged to Pelelew, and defiroyed the plantations
of yams, burnt the boufes, and ¢ut down the cocoa-
nut trees, of which there was & great number. The
inhabutants had quitted the ifland before the people
of Pelew landed. Only two of the Englih were
fent an this party ; who having demolithed as much

as
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as they could, returned to the encampment before 0‘37%3'

fun-fet.—The pext mornipg the weather oqg very
bad, hyt the afternoon bemg moderate, a Party was
fent to the fame ifland again, to deftroy whatever
might have efcaped the ravage of the preceding day ;
three of che Englifh went on this fervice.wIn the
cvéning all the party returned, 3s hefore, to the
camp.—1he fecond morning two Rupacks came
from Pelelew to the camp, and foon after returned
back, accompanied hy the linguifts; who in the
evening rejoined the King’s forces, attended hy three
of the Peleleww Chiefs.—A council was held hy the
King foon after their arrival; and the fucceeding
morning .Arra Kocker went to Pelelew, and conclud-
ed the peace.~After his retuyn, which was early in
the forenoon, the King fent to the Englifh, to ac.
quaint them that peace was made with the Pelelery
people, and defired to know if they withed to fee
the town, in which cafe his hrother, Arra Kooker,
would accompany them ; himfelf and Raa Kook not
meaning to go on fhore, This meffage a little fur-
prized the Engli/b, until it was explaived to them
hy the linguitt; who informed them, that no Rx-
pack of higher rank than Arra Kocker could, in the
prefent fituation of the Pelelesw people, go thither,
as it would be too great an honour and condefcen-
fion in the King, either to go himfelf, or fend the
perfon next in rank to him.—This being explained,
the Englifh accepted the King’s offer to vifit Pelelew,

hut
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but agreed amongft themfelves to take their arms,
and keep together when on fhore, left any mifunder-
ftanding taking place (as the peace was but juft
made) they might be furprized. They were accom-
panied by a great number of the Pelew people, and
received in a very friendly manner by the inhabi.
tants, who entertzined them according to the cuftom
of the country, with the ufual refrefhments.  They
reported, that the town was defended by a ftone
wall thrown up acrofs the caufeway which leads up
toit; that this wall was ten or twelve feet high, with
a foot-bank of {tone raifed behind, upon which they
could {tand and throw fpears at their enemies. That
the water near the town was fo very fhallow, that
cances could only go in at high-water. This cir.

- cumitance, of the difficuity: of accels, might be 2

reafon why they faw fo few canoes belonging to
Pelelew, though it appeared to be a populous ifland ;
and their manner of fortifying the entrance of their
town by a firong and high wall, afforded juft reafon
to apprehend, that whenever they were at war with
the neighbouring iflands, they confided more in their
internal firength than in their naval force.~—After
the pacification had taken place, and Abba Thulle's
party had fhared the hofpitality of that enemy they
had armed themfelves to combat, they returned to
Pelewe.  The King of Pelelew accompanying his bro.
ther King, though in one of his own canoes, car-

rying’
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rying ten women in his train ; whether this was a
mark of humiliation thewn to Abba Thulle, or a
public teftimony of friendfhip and confidence being
re-eftablifhed between them, our people could not
underftand ; but certain it was, that all the women
did not return again to Pelelew with their King, as
two of them came forwards to Oroclong with Abba
Thulle, but whether they remained on a vifit, or as
hoftages, they wtre not certain—The two Malays
were unqueftionably given up to the King; and it
is not improbable but that he might have been infli-
gated by Seogle, the Malay favourite, to demand his
two countrymen, and that the King of Pefelew ree
fufing to give them up, might increafe whatever
mifunderftanding fubfifted before, and fo excite the
Pelew people to go on this hoftile expedition, in
which they appear to have exercifed a rancour un.
difcovered in their other contentions; which the
King of Pelelew, by his well-timed fubmiffion to
terms, happily faved his people from more fully ex.
periencing.—Before noon, Raa Kok came to Orops
Jong with 2 number of canoes, bringing with him all
our countrymen ;3 wbo commended much the plea-

fantnefs of the ifland of Pelelew, faid it appeared fer.

tite, the land more level than hilly, and that the
‘houfes were rather larger and better built than thofe
at Pelew, having abundance of cocea-nut and other
trees about them. 'the inhabitants {fcemed to be

COouTa
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ngger courteoys, friendly, and well-difpofed ; and thewed
o particular attention to the Englifh, although they
had come there as a formidable ally to their enemy.
Abba Thulle, accompanied hy the Pelelew King,
_ went immediately to his own ifland, which the Eng.
5fb now, for the firlt time, learnt, was called Coo-
roraa, Pelew heing only the capital, or refidence
of the King.—Captain Wi/fon, converfing with Raa
Kook on the fubjedt of the late expedition, enquired
where all the flget of canoes came from that had at.
tended the King at this time; the General, in an.
fwer, enumerated the places in the following order,
beginning at the northward: Emungs, Aramalergos,
Enmillegue, Arraguy, Coorooraa, Caragaba, Petboull,
the fmall ifland fo often mentioned, and whofe name
was not till now known, and Oroslong, or Englifb-
men’s and.  Raa Kook {feemed very defirous to be
at Pelew, and made this vifit the fhorteft he had
ever favoured the Englifh with, jeaving them imme-
diately after dinner, and all the canoes going with
kim. He defired the Captain to fend his boat for
fome molofies and torches, of which they were in
want, our people heing defirous of referving their
fugar-candy and candles for the voyage.
In the evening, the jolly boat was got ready, and
Mr. Sharp, with four of the men, went to Pelew, to
congratulate the King on his eflablithing peace, and
to




THE PELEW ISLANDS. 207
to bring thé things promifed by Raz Kook.~<The 1783,

morning being fair, and the deck laid, they began ?;;ff,:;‘f;
to caulk it; when & difficulty arofe with what they
were to pay it, having neither pitch, rofin, or dam-
mer : and here Providence direQted them to a re-
fource in the prodhce of the ifland ; for, confulting
together how to fupply this want, putty was propols
ed; but they having no chalk to make it, fome of
them recollefted that the feams of veflels in India,
and elpecially in China, were payed with Chinam ;
the Chinefe were immediately called, and queftioned
gbout the mode of preparing it; which, after the
beft information they could colle, they endeavour.
ed to imitate in the following manner :—They ook
the coral-ftone, 4nd making a large pile or kiln with
it, and the branches of trees they bad cut down,
they burnt it well into lime ;3 which being .pounded
fine, was fifted through hunting, after which it was
mixed with fuch greafe as had been faved ; and this
made 4 moft excellent putty.

The weather heing cloudy, with iwht northerly Sundag
breezes, all our people were employed about the
veflel, when their attention was fomewhat tzken off
by two canoes coming into the harhour to fith for
bait ; their method of doing it ftriking all our fea-
men 2s uncommon, may, without impropriety, be
mentioned :-The boatmen look abaut for a {hoal
of that fort of fith which they bait with, whichis ~

: not
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v783. not much unlike our fprat; thefe they drive into

L

thallow water, and having covered their canoes and
outriggers with matting, they then make a great
thouting and noife,, fplathing the water with their
paddles on each fide the fhoal, which {o frightens
the fith, that they fpring out of the water, and num.
bers of them falling upon the matting, are immedi«
ately fecured in the ends of the canoes, which are
left apen to receive them. :

Mr. Sharp returned in the evening from Pelew,
whillt our people were at prayers, bringing with him
the things promifed by Ras Kook, together with a
large quantity of the fweetmeats called Woolell *.
He reported that there was great rejoicing at Pelew ;
that tbe Rupack of Pelelew was fiill there, though
probably not much difpofed to enjoy the feftivity
his fubmiffion had given birth to.—The feafting
was much in the fame manner as what on other
occafions has already been defcribed; diftinguithed
only by a fong, apparently compofed fince our peo-
ple have been at Pelew, and in which the greater
patt of the natives always joined. Though Mr.
Sharp could not underftand the whole fenfe of it
yet he readily comprehended that the Eaglifs were
the fubje, by the frequent repetition of the words

* 'This is the fweetmeat which the fadors called choak. dog, and
which now their fomachs found pretty good, however contemp.
suoully they had thought of it at firl.

Englees—
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Englees—Weel a Trecopwand Tom Rofe~This man
going with the Englifb upon every expedition, as
interpreter, and poflefling a grea: fund of plea-
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fantry and humour, hit the fancy of all the natives,

with whom he became a wonderful favourite.So
fingular were the talents of this truly faithful fellow,
that wherever he went he made himfelf not only
ufeful, but heloved ; and, from his great utility
Captain Wilfen in his voyage, well merited the re-
commendation that had been given him at Macca.
~The furgeon further reported the King of Pele/ow

to be 2 man much advanced ‘in years, of a rough

manner and appearance; his bair was grey, and his
beard tapering to a narrow point, in the manner
the Jews frequently wear th.irs. He was AMofporhd,
or tatooed, quite up to the navel; the Pelew peo.
ple only tatooing up to the middle of their thighs,
as already noticed.

It was not in the power of our people to obtain
any account, which could be depended on, of the
number of this chain of iflands; nor.could any

eminences they ever afcended, allow them to fee’

.the extent of them, either to the northward or
fouthward.~The new veflel being now in a flate
of great forwardnefs, and the time of their depar-
ture drawing near, Captain Wilfon this evening
expreffed to -his officers and people a defire, be-
fore they fuiled for Chinz, to endeavour to ex-

plore
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‘plote thefe iflands, npon which Providence had
> thrown thent, and that ten or twelve days might
effect the defign ; that they had a quantity of pro:
vifion fuflicient to atthorize the attempt; ahd that
he would apply to the King for three of four canoes;
with mern, to accompany thém throgh the iflands;
and to affit them in alcertaining their nnmber,
fituation, and extent—That he did not mean to
make a furvéy of thiem; but that it would be a
great {adsfallion, both tu themfelves and their Em.
ployers, 1o havea general account of thefe iflands,
on which no European had ever been before; 2
alfo to know whethet thete was any apparent diffe.
tence in the inhabitants, their manners; or ciftoms.
—He was liftened to with a great deal of attention;
but the near profpelt before every man’s eyes, of
being liberated from a place whence, a fhort time
before, none had any juft hope of ever departing;
the fear of its proving a mucb longer bufinefs than
apprehended ; the uncettainty of wbat difficulties

they might meet with, fhould they have hoftilires

to encounter, which was more than probable might
be the tafe, from the inhibitants of fome of the re-
mote iflands; thefe combined confiderations pre
fented themfelves to moft of them as rifques not

* advifeable to be run, after the haidfhips tbey bad

already fuflained y which, added to the natural with
of every individnal to return to Lis native country
. whilft
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whillt opportunity offered, they defired the Captain N 7&

to give up all thoughts of fuch an attempt, and sot
to make any mention thereof to the King, left it
might be the means of detaining them: And thus
was ftifled the defire of all further inquiry, more
efpecially when Mr. Sharp acquainted them, that he
was commiffioned hy Abba Thulle to inform them,
that he would in about four days pay them a vifit,
and {tay with them till their departure, and that he
would then paint their veflfel.~~This meffage awak.
ened fufpicions in feveral minds of the King’s
defigns, which, becaufe they hreathed on every
occafion fuch perfe@t good-will towards our people,
were judged hy many of them to be infincere, or
treacherous ; unwilling to ‘give credit to human
nature for the exercife of all the nohle fentiments of
liberality, uncontrouled, or ungontaminated hy art
or interelt,

Q CHAPTER
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1983 CHAPTER XVIIL
Novemb. . _

Preparations made for the Completion of the Velfel, and
Jecuring ber being fafely launchedsmGreat Sufpici-
ons entertained on the King's Meffage, wbich Captain
Wilfon endeavours to quict~~Steps taken by our
Pegple 10 make Refiftance, in cafe their Departure
Jhould be impeded =T he Captain finds Mr. Sharp
and Mr, M. Wilfon 1o Pelew, with all the Tools =
and Iron they could fpare, with Affuranccs of the
refty, as foon as the Veffel was launched ; and to
natify to the King that be purpofed to fail in fx or
feven Dayse—They meet the King and bis Retinue
on their Way 1o Oroolong,—Go back with bim to
the [fland of Pethoull, where they pafs the Night.
——Abba Thulle receives the Prefents gracioyfly
A great Supper of the King's deferibed —They all
come next Day to Oroolong.—Madan Blanchard
informs Captain Wilfon of a Refolution be had taken
to remain bebind with the Natives ;—after Argu-
ments ufed in vain to diffuade bim, be is propofed 1o
the King to be left at Pelew, swbe, pleafed with the
Circumptance, takes bim under bis Prote@ion.

THE weather being now fair and fettled, with

Ma;day freth gales of wind from the N, E. the carpenters
" ere employed in making the rudder, and Alert
Pierfon

-
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Pierfon the quarter-maftet, in making the mafts out 1783,
Novemb,

of fome of the {mall fpars faved from the wreck;
fome hufled in caulking the deck, and others in
painting the fides, which, in addition to the coat

that the King's people intended to give her; would

be fufficient to keep out the weather. In the even-

ing they held a ¢onfultation about the method of
launching theit veffel, which they had now nearly
completed, when it was agreed to lay ways, though

it had been propofed by fome to dd it hy large
rollers, as they fometimes launch cutters.—This

was a mattet of ferious moment, for had any accident
happened to the veffel during this operation, their tools
being nearly worn out,and their former refources from

the wreck at an end, their deftiny mufl, in all human
-probability, have been to have pafied the remainder

of their days, exiled from the reft of the world, in

thefe remote iflands.

‘This morning many hands went to work in cut- Tucfday
ting down trees to make blocks, and launching ways, 4
others in giving the bottom of the veffel another
coat of Chinam: Two canoes being {een near the
harbour, before night, and neither of them coming
in, was a circumftance which contrihuted not a
little to increafe the fufpicions entertained hy our
people, thefe canoes heing conjeftured to he fpics
watching their motions ; they having entertained an
idea that the natives intended to prevent their de-
parture. At dark they went to a quarter watch,
loaded the fwivel and fix-pounder with grape-fhot,

- Q.2 and



214 . AN ACCOUNT OV

1783 and kept a good look out to prevent furprize.~The
Noremb. alarm our people felt, was, that being nesr leav.
Wednef.1ng the iflands; the natives (who had experi
day 5- enced the great utility-the Engli/b were of to them)
might endeavour to detain them, by attempting to

feize their arms, and poflefs themfelves of their
veffel.~It was in vain-that Captain Wilfen firove to
temove thefe apprehenfions, hy recaifing to their
remembrance thie generofity the King and all his peo-

ple had fhewn them; on every -bccafion, fince they

had beent thrown upon his tefritories; that bis
behaviour had been always to them humane, unre.
ferved, and unfufpicious; that therefore there could

be no room now to doubt the fincerity of 2 people,

who had, in all the time they had been under ther
-protetion, never given theth any real caufe for mil

truft; that it materially behoved them, in their pre.

fent fituation, not to let the natives fee they enter
tained any; that by doing otherwife they might put

.ideas into their minds, which, but for their own it
_difcretion, might hever have occurred. Nor did

he fail to fet before them the lLittle ayail of all the

force of the Euglifh, if the natives were refolved

upen any fuch enterprize as they fufpefted; here
prefented to them, that their ammunition muft be

foon expended, in cafe of hoftilities ; that the natives

could hinder their embarking, even if their vefid |

was launched; thatit was in their power, withont
coming to extremities, to make them fuhmbt o any

terms,
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terms, by depriving them of the fpring of freth
water, fhould they chufe to come to the ifland in
any number,

All thefe arguments were ineffe@ual to fuhdue the
general apprehenfion, not more than two or three
uniting in fentiment with the Captain; it was there-
fore concluded, after a Jong confultation on the mat.
ter, that every one fhould be ftriitly on his guard;
that the fwivels and fix-pounder fhould continue ta
he kept loaded with grape.thot, the fmall arms ready
charged with hall, and the cartouch-hoxes filled with
loaded -cartridges ; hut that every one fhould cares
fully avoid all appearance of fufpicion, unlefs any
uncommeon number of canoes fhould pour into the
bay, or thofe who were in them appear armed with
fpears, or approach with any hoftile parade, in which
cafe every method fhoald be taken to defend them
felves ; and, as their numbers were inadequate to

refitt fuch a multitude as might attack them, that .

they muft then ufe their abilities in fingling out the

Chiefs, and by fuch a meafure throw confufion and

difipay among the reft.

As the faithful hiftorian of thefe tranfactions, it is
my duty to record every material occurrence;
though I muft confefs that my band fhrinks from the
paper, whilft, imprefled with horror and pity, 1 am
compelled. to elats, that thelives firft intended tohe
devoted were, thofe of the humane, liberai King, the
manly and henevolent General, the facetious and in-

effenfive
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offenfive drra Keoker. PBut, however this refolution

" may fhock the reader, yet he will candidly afcribe thy

daring conception, not to a want of that generofity
which is one of the chara&eriftics of my country.
men, Nor to 4 fdrg_etfuinefs of the bonds of hofpita-
lity ; hut to its real caufe, the weaknefs of human
nature, operating on two confliting paflions, the
hope of immediate delivery, and the dread of per
petuatdetention ; the agitated mind faw no alterna-
tive, and in its perturbation threw down the barrier
of every nice fentiment,

Afier the defperate refolution juft recorded to have
been taken, it is with particular fatisfaQion that I
refume my pen, and have it in my power to inform
the reader, that this frenzy of the Englifh, fuggelled
by anxiety and defpair, was hut of fhort duration;
the cool refleftions of the night weakened their ap-
prehenfions, hy convincing them fo fully of the force
of the Captain’s arguments, that with the morning,
their wonted good-will towards the natives returned,
infomuch, that after hreakfaft he found no difficalty
in getting the pinnace manned to go to Pelew with
all the iron and tools they could fpare, having made
the King fuch a promife, whenever their veflel fhould
be completed, Mr. Sharp and Mr, M. Wilfon went
down in the boat, with orders ta inform the King,
that the Englifs would be ready to fail in fix or feven
days; that the remainder of the toals, and the mu-
quets which he withed to Have, fhould be given him,

bat
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but that they could not he parted with till fuch time
as the veflel was launched ; thefe gentlemen had alfo
orders to fay, that the Englifh withed to fee the King ~
and his Chiefs before their departure, that they might
make them their perfonal acknowledgments, and
aflure them, that when they returned to their own
country, they would puhlicly declare the kind fer-
vices and proteftion they had received from them,
This was conveyed in the form of a letter, which
Mr. Sharp was dire€ted to read to the King in the
prefence of the two linguifts, who were to explain
it to him, as coming immediately from the Captain,
While Mr. Sharp and Mr, M. Wijfen, together
with Tom Rofe, the interpreter, were receiving the
above inftro&lions, Madan Blanchard, one of the
feamen, came into the tent for fome tools that he
wanted, and hearing the Captain explaining his let.
ter to Tom Rofe, defired him alfo to tell the King,
that when his countrymen went away, he intended
to ftay behind, and remain with him at Peleww; Cap-
tain Wilfon defired him not to fend any fuch idle
meflage, and to go about his hufinefs, and forhad
Tom Rofe to deliver it ; upon which Blanchard very
ferioufly defired it might he delivered, affuring the
Captain, that it was his {ettled determination to re-
main at Pélew, if the King would permit him.
Finding he had taken up fuch a ftrange refolution,
the Captain endeavoured all in his power to diffuade
him from it, fetting before him the many difficulties
and

21y
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};783- and difadvantages he would have to combat, when

" his friends and companions were gone, particularly
as he had no trade, like that of a carpenter or a fimith,
by which he might make himfelf of ufe and confe.
guence to the natives. The Captain, perceiving all
his arguments ineffeftual, defired his men would ty
to divert him from fo fingular an intention ; inwhich
ifhe &ill perfilted, the Captain might know how © =
att when the King thould come next to Orovlong—~
The pinnace was difpatched about ten o’clock, with
orders to take no notice of Blanchard’s meflage to
the King, hut to leave that to he mentioned after-
wards, thould there be occafion, when he and his
Chiefs carae up to Groolong.—Soon after the pinnace
failcd, the weather hecame fijqually, accompanied

. with hard rain, which continued moft part of the
day ; this however did not entirely hinder the work,
they heing employed in fixing the pumps and laying
the ways preparatory to.launching their veffel.in
the evening, after the people had left off work, fome
of them acquainted the Captain, that they had en.
deavoured, though in vain, to perfuade Blancbard to
alter his refolution ; as he was determined to fpeak to
‘the King himfelf, the firft opportunity, about it, find.
ing his mneffage had not heen fent : therefore, to avoid
any.difpnte with him, or mifunderftanding with the
King, it was judged heft to let him follow his own
inclination; and, in order to engage .the matives as
much as pofible in his intereft, 3s well as to makea

A merit
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merit of what could not be avoided, it was deter-
mined to make it ‘appear as 4 favour to the King,
the letting one of the Englifb remain behind with
him.—There was fometbing in thefe people, or the
manners of the country, which had fo forcibly work-
edon Blanchard’s inagination, the firlt time be went
with them to fight againft Ar#ingall, that on bis re.
turn, wbile in the canoes, he declared to his com.
panions that he would moft willingly partake of all
their labour, would lend them every affiltance in his
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power towards building and fiting out their new -

veflel ; but that wben they departed he would re-
main bebind, and end his days among tbe natives of
Peiew.~This was at the time looked on as a jeft;
but he never varied from thefe fentiments, and now
proved his refolution was unalterable,

About eleven o’clock in the forcnoon of this day Friday 7.

the pinnace returned, bringing tbe King, his young
favourite daugbter, Raa. Kook, and feveral of the
Chiefs, in her. Our people gave the following ac-
count of the commiflion they were charged with 1w
In tbeir paflage to Pelew, the preceding day, they
faw a confiderable number of canoes, which went in
fhore to avoid the bad weatber s on coming nearly
‘abrealt of them, one appeared to be making towards
the pinnace,” which thereupon flood to meet it; in
this was the Chicf Minifler, who gave thofe in the
pinnace fome cocoa-nuts and boiled yams; be in.
formed our peaple that the King had theltered bimfelf

from
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1783. from the weather under the fhore, being on his way

to Oroslong. After taking fome of the refrefhments
offered, the pinnace went to the King, who wasin
his canoe, furrounded hy feveral Rupack:. The
pinnace being hrought alongfide the King, Mr.
Sbarp read the letter, which Tom Rof explained to
Sosgle the linguift, who communicated its purport
so .Abba Thulle. The intention of this vifit being
made known, and the tools and iron fhewn to the
King, be defired they might remain in the pinoace;
when, after entering into fome converfation with
his Chiefs, he acquainted the gentlemen that he
would return to the fmall ifland of Pethoull, inviting
the Engiifb to accompany him in the pinnace, and
that the next morning he would attend them to Orw-
Jong. As they were returning to the ifland, they ret
Raa Kook in a large canoe, with the wives belonging
to the Rupacks, whom he was condn&ing to Grovlong
to fee the launching of the Eng/ifh veflel ; the ladies
feemed much difappointed at being chliged to -
turn, and on finding their jaunt was put off till the
next day ; they, in confequence, joined the King.—
On landing at Perhaull, they were all conduéted toa
large houfe hy the water-fide, where heing feated, the
prefents were hrought and laid before the King, when
the ufe of the tools, and the method of working with
them, were thewn to him, and his Chiefs, with which
they appeared very much plealed ; and a converfa.
tion took place between the King and them, hut

Paru.
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particularly with Raa Kook ; towards the clofe of 178%,

which, the Malay, Soogle, remarked to them, that
the Englith bad fent no mufgquets; for this imperti.
nent obfervation he received a fevere rebuke from
the General, who, with a look, and in a tone which
teftified"great indignation, replied; the Englith bad
Jaithfully kept their word, in fending the things they
bad fent, and in gcquainting them of the time of their
departure ; that they bad not fpoken with two tongues,
as he, worthicfs Malay ! had dared to fuggeft ; and
that he had brought fbame upon them all, by bis advife
ing the King to fend only boiled yams to the Englith,
leff, in fending them vaw, they fhould thereby fock
themfelves, and leave the iflands without notice, or with-
out prefemting them thofe things they had promifed.—
This pointed rebuke of Raa Kook affected the King
and Chiefs very much, who by their looks teilified
their difpleafure at the Malay, in fuch a manner,
that he thought it prudent to retire; after which
the company recovered their good-humour, and
Abba Thulle diftributed fome of tbe tools and iron
among the Rupacks, every one having fomething
given him, Supper was then brougbt in, and plac-
ed on ftools in the middie of the houfe; abundance
was allo fet out before tbe houfe, and diftributed to
the King’s attendants.—The company were ferved
with fea craw-fith, together with fome otber fith,
brought in, and divided by the butlers, who cut it
in pieces with a knife made of a fplit bamboo (with

- which
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1783, ‘which they carve as handily a5 we do with our
Noveaab, knives) and ferved up to the King’s company. Ne-
bedy offered to touch a morfel-till 4bba Thulle began, _
and gave the word Munga ; when the Rupacks and
-the company followed his example, and notice was.
~ given to the people without that the King was at
fupper, which was their fignal to begin. It now
growing dufkith, the torches were lighted, and plac-
ed hetween the hoards, or ¢racks in -the floor, in
rows, one hefore each family, or feparate mefs, wha
fathehind the lights, which were ranged in ftraight
lincs lengthways of the houfe; fo that the centre
part, from one end of the huilding to the other, was
kept clear and lighted, which had a wery pleafing
effe®, none fitting. face. fo face in their own party,
Alittle fpace was préferved between one Chief and
another, each Chief keeping with his diflinét family, |
As to our people, they, as firangers, were welogagl,”
to all; they alternately fat with the King, with S
Kook, and with the other Rupacks. When ‘h@#
was portioned out, each family’s fhare was } .
aplantain.leaf ; and this leaf, in general, fervedo}
as a plate, though on occafions of 2 parsgcularm.'
mony, when at home, the great people have fmall
See plate plates or dithes of tortoife-fhell, and alfo others made
1V, fig. 1.'0f wood and earthen ware,

Having indulged an hour’s cenverfation after fup.
per, each party cleared away the litter of the meal,
by fweeping it down hetween the boards of the floor ;

: the
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the attendants then of each family brought in to _1783.
Novemb,

their refpeftive mafters their mats, which they
always carry with them in their canoes whenever they
are to fleep from home; they are made thin. and
light, laying one under and another over them: the
King fent mats for the Englifh ; and every one’s hed
being quickly made, they ali laid themfelves down,
the torches were extinguithed, a total filence prevail-
ed, and every individual compofed himfelf to reft ; a
fire being firflt lighted to keep off the molquitos.

Between the hours of two and three, a meflenger
from an ifland to the northward arriving, the King
was thereupon awakened by one of his attendants,
who brought in a lighted torch ; he inftantly arofe,
and ordered. the meflenger to be introduced ; after
holding fome converfation with him, the King deli.
vered to him a piece of cord, on which he had tied
as many knots as there would be days befote our peo-
ple purpofed to fail ; this they were afterwards ac.
quainted with, and alfo-informed the ahove meflage
was occafioned hy a defire which fome of the nor-
thern Chiefs, who were the friends of Abba Thulle,
felt to know the time when the Englifh intended to
'depart-not to gratify idle curiofity, not o increafe
the unjuft and ungenerous apprehenfions entertained
by our people of the natives of thefe unknown regi-
on#; hut'to throw in, towards their fea.ftore, what-
ever their country produced, which thefe henevolent
children of pature thought might he of ufe, or ac-

ceptable
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1783. ceptable to the departing ftrangers, and to thofe

ftrangers they might never moye fee!—~The meflenger
being difpatched, the King retired again to his mat.

Early in the morning Abda Thulle and his Rupacks
went to hathe, and returned to hreakfaft, when he
prepared to proceed to Oroplong.—Mt. Sharp and Mr.
M. Wilfen invited the Generalito go with them inthe
pinnace, which he accepted, ordering his canoes.ta
attend the King —-When they had got about twoor
three miles from the ifland, it began to blow frefh, o
that the capoes were obliged to make their way along
the thote for thelter ; Raa Kook, delighted to fee the
pinnace fail fo well, and fecl fo litde the effetk of the
had weather, requefted his two friends t6 go in fhore
to the King, and afk him on board ; which they im-
mediately complied witho—dbba Thulle, with his
young daughter, and the Chief Minifier, came iato
the pinuace; the wind ftill frefhening, they made great
way, the boat rolling much, going before the wind
and fea.~~The King and his company exprefled great
fatisfaltion in finding they fat there fo dry and com-
fortable 1o what they could have done in a canos,
which is only fit for fmooth water; our peaple per-
ceiving he was fo pleafed with the pinnace, informed
him, that the Captain intended to prefent hies with
that boat when they went away; on which hedefired
his brother Raa Kook to be very particular in oblery-
ing in what manner the fails were managed, -

‘They
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h . £78
They hrought with them many things for pre. ¢7 5

fents ;. and foon after Abba Thuilz and the Generaly
agrecahle to their promife, fet their people about
painting the veflel, as alfo the mafts, booms, how:
fprit, &c~About three o'clock in the afternoon the
veflel was lowered off the blocks down upon the
ways ; hut being too much over to one fide, was
fwept with a rope, and a tackle got upon it, to boufe
her over~—The King, attentive to all he faw, under.
{lood what was doing, and fetching a long pole, was
gomg to apply it as a lever o heave her over, hut
was requeﬁed to defift, for fear:of fraining her;
the was with eafe got fair upon the ways, and ali
things made ready for launching in the morning -
Abba Thulle fat down near the veflel, talking with
Raa Kook and the other Chiefs ; then calling to Tom
Rofe, bade him inform the Captaln, who was at fome
diftance, that they withed to fpeak to him; who
heing come, the King ordered the linguilt 1o
acquaint him, that they wifhed -the veffel to have a
Pelew name, as they fuppofed it was then called hy
fome Englifb one, which they defired might be chang-
ed to Oroolong, in rememhrance of its having heen
hutlt there; the Captain affured them it fhould im.
mediately be done—dent for his officers and people,
and communicated to them the King’s requeft ; they
were pleafed with his idea, which the King perceiv.
ing, exprefled himfelf greatly fatisfied.—Soon after.
wards Abba Thulle, with his attendants, went over

o
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N":fgi: to the watering-place, and defired Captain Wilfon w0

go with him; when they arrived there, fome canoes
were juft come in from fithing, and he ordered what
had been caught to be divided, and the beft portion
to be given to the Englifh ; this feemed to be the pur-
port of the invitation. But a bufinefs of more con.
fequence took place at this vifit: the tbird mate, the
gunaer, and fhip’s fteward, came over, and informed
the Captain, that Blanchard was coming hirnfelf to
fpeak to the King concerning his intention of remain.
ing at Peiew ; after a thort confultation, it was agreed
to abide by their former determination. The Captain,
in confequence, talking with 4bba Thulle about their
departure, told him he would, in return for the hof-
pitable kindnefs' that both he and his people had
thewn thein, leave one of his men with them, to take
care of the guns and other things they intended to’
give him when they went away ; which appearing to
the King as a teftimony of confidence and efteem,

“could not fail to be very acceptable.~—Evening coming

on, our people returned to the tents, baving firft in«
formed Blanchard that the matter he wifbed was fet.
tled, and introduced him to.their Pelew friends as
the perfon whom they intended thould remain with
them.

In the night the weather was exceedingly bad,
blowing 2 burricane, with fo much rain that no work
could be done at low.water, toward getting ready for
the launch in the morning.~At day-light the wea-

' ther



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 227

ther was cloudy, witb little wind ; but from the very ’ﬁi !
high wind in the night it was tbought beft to defer Saturday
launching the veffel, as it was judged the next tide 8
would not rife fufficiently high for that purpofe.~—
The King with his attendants (but unaccompanied
by any women) came over land to the tents very
early, and imnmediately fet his men to work 1o make
good the places where the tempeft of the night had
wathed away the paint.—Abba Thulle, converfing
with the Captain, gave him to underfland, that they
would have bad weather until the moon quartered,
and, left he thould not be fully explicit, he took up
2 large leaf, and with his fingers tore it 1ill it became
round, 1o figure the full moon, that being the then
flate of that planet ; which when he had fhewn, he
altered the rotundity into the form of a crefcent, in-
timating by‘ this, that the weather would continue
unfettled, until that alteration took place in the
moon’s appearance: but, as the remaining fuch
@ length of time would have been very irk.
fome to 2ll, who now felt an increaled impatience
to get away, Captain Wilfon afligned, as a reafon
againft any longer delay, that by it, they mizbt arrive
in all probability, at China (whither he knew they
were bound) after all the fhips of his country were
failed for Eurgpe, which would detain them there till
the fubfequent feafon. ‘

While painting the veflel this morning, the ftern
was partxcularly decorated by Raa Kook, under the

R immediate
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1783 immediate dircétion of the King; our people took
Rovemb. | stice that he made on each fide of the fern two
circles, one within another, in black and white, with
fome little zig-zag ornaments hanging from them;
thele were not the effe@ of chance, hut defign, as,
during the time that the General was making them,
the King was talking 1o him, and appeared to be
giving direCtions, not ferioufly, but in a pleafant and
rather jocofe way, 'The painting being finifhed, the
General and Arra Kooker joined the King and the
Captain, who was fitting with him ; after fome con-
verfation, feveral bafkets of old cocoa-nuts in a ftate
of vegetation, and fome other feeds, were brought;
and the hinguill acquainted the Caprain that they
were brought to Orosiony to be planted for the Englifb,
~—Raa Kuwk then defired Captain IWilfer would ac
company bim and #rra Keoler, and thew them where
he would like to have them planted, and tbat fome
of our people, with tools, would afift them, by
digging the holes ;s which being done, the General
and his brother planted feveral cocoa.-nut and other
fruit-trees round the cove where the Euglifh bved,
and it was obferved, that in covering each nut, or
feed with earth, they fuid fomething gently to them-
fclves. 'Whea they had completed this work, they
told the Captain thefe would be future fruits for him,
and the Eaglifh, whenever they returned ; and that,
fhould any inhabitants of the other iflands acciden-
tally ,come on {hore at Orodlong, and cat thereof, they

woud
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would thank the Englifb for their refrethment.—In
the evening they tried to launch the veflel, but to
their great difappointment could not move her, until
the tide began to fall ; they therefore let every thing
remain until the next tide, hoping in that time to
difcover and remove the ohftrultion.

Blanchard having come over with the King in the
morning, gave an account to his comrades of his
treatment after the Caprain aud his companions had
lefr him ; the King, he faid, was very much pleafed
in the thought of his heing to remain at Pelew, and
with his readinefs to ftay with them, and had pro-
mifed to make him a Rupack, and to give him two
wives, together with a houfe and plantations ; affur-
ing him, that he would do every thing to make him
happy and contented, and that he fhould always be
with himfelf or Raa Kook.—Madan Blanchard was
aman of a fingular charadler, about twenty years of
age, of rather a grave turn of mind, at the fame time
polleffing a confiderahle degree of dry humour y and
what rendered the circumfitance of his determination
the more remarkable is, that it was well known he
had formed no particular attachment on the ifland.
His good-tempered, inoffenfive behaviour during the

voyage had gained him the regard of all his thip-.

mates ; and, feeing tbe extraprdinary refolution he
had taken of remaining hehind, every one was anxi-
ous to.intcreft the natives in his favour.  As he per-
fevered in his refolution to the laft, every reader will

Rz , naturally
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naturally feel a wifh to learn fomewhat of the fubfe-
quent fortune of a2 man voluntarily cutting himleif
off from the reft of the world—dubious as the event
iy be, whether this knowledge may hereafter ever
reach our ears. It is hy no means improbable, if
be has conduéted himfelf well, that by this time he
may have become a’ charater of confiderable confe-
guence : courage he poflefled in an eminent degree,
a virtue held in high eftimation by the natives,
Unfortunately, his fituation in- life baving denied
him any advantage of education, he was unable
either to write or read, otherwife his memoirs, fince
the year 1783, well digelted, might, te all the in-
veftigators of fimple nature, he infinitely more inte-
refting than thofe of half the minilters and ftatel
men of Eurspe, who have only hequeathed to pofte-
rity a remembrance of all thofe dark counfels, fecret
devices, aud profligate intrigues, which diftuhed
the tranquillity of the age they lived in.

L 4
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CHAPTER XX -

The Veflel fuccefsfully launched.— The great Satisfac-
tion expreffed by the Natives on the Qccafion—Qur
Pegple give the King the Remainder of the Tools.—
-Captain Willon fent for by the King to the Watering.
place, who propofes t¢ make bim a Rupack of the firft
Rank.—Invefts bim with the bighe/t Order of the
Bone.w~A Defeription of the Cercmony,
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THE night proving fine, every hand had fuffici- Sunday o.

ent employment in preparing things for launching
the veflel ; they fwept her with a lower-throud haw-
fer, and carried an anchor and hawler a-head, and
got a runper and tackle purchafe upon it; they
likewife got a poft with wedges fet againft the flern-
polt, and every tbing ready before day-light. The
tide ebbed extraordinary low this night, infomuch
that fome of them walked dry to the flower-pot
ifland, which had never been done at any other
time before fince their coming te this place; it was
low-water rather before two o'clock this morning.
At day.Jight they began to try their work, to fee if
their preparations would anfwer their wifhes, and
got the veflel down about fix fect ; they then ftopped

uY
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till bigh-water, and fent to the King, who withal
his attendants came over to be prefent at thelaunch.
About feven o’clock, our people happily got their
veffel afloat, to the general joy of every fpedtator,
all appearing deeply interefted in the fuccefs of this
event.—The Englifb gave three loud huzzas at her
going off, in which they were joined by the natives,
whofe friendly "hearts feemed on this occafion to
feel a fatisfation little inferior to that of our own
people, which may be fuppoled to have been great
tndeed.—The Englifb fhook hands with each otber,
with a cordiality but feldom ‘experienced ; and the
mutual lock of congratulation, exchanged from
eye to eye, conveyed to each other’s feelings, with
energy and ardour, thofe fentiments of tranfpont
which words would not with equal force have com.
municated. The long-wifhed-for moment: of deli-
verance was now almoft arrived; every one faw
again, in imaginatjon, thofe objetts of his affeftion,
from whom, but a few weeks paft, he thought he
had been feparated for ever. And the part the
inhabitants of Peleww appeared to take in the com.

fort of the day, extinguithed for the prefent every

alarm that had been unjuftly entertained.w-Indeed
the condutt of the latter now exhihited, in lovelich
colours, the triumph of native benevolence.—They
faw thofe ftrangers ready to depart, from whofe aid
they bad benefited, and from whofe talents and

an
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art they had received a knowledge and information 1782
which bad never hitherto reached them; they faw "
them exhilarated with the profpe@ of returning once
more (after all their dangers) to their own country,
whitber they were bearing back thofe envied facul-
ties which they might never witnefs again. And
yet we behold thofe virtuous natives, glowing with
the fpirit of true philanthropy, in the general tranf-
port forgetting themfelves, and rejoicing with thofe
that rejoiced ! .

The veflel was immediately hauled into a dock
that bad heen dug for her, and fafely moored, when
all went to breakfaft—the King and the Rupacks
with the Captain, the attendants with the people:
this was indeed the happieft and moft comforuble
meal they bad eaten fince the lofs of the Antelspe.
Whben breakfalt was over, they got up fhears, and
took in the mafts, the water-catks, and the two
fix.pounders. They now made the King a prefent
of all the other tools they could fpare; and took
up the ways, on account of the nails, of which
they were in want. The veffel having ftopped two
or three times in the lasnching, which had caufed
them fome trouble, and more uneafinefs, in taking
up the ways they perceived that it had been occafi-
oned by a nail in the bottom not being drove home,
the head of which had grooved the plank all the
length of the ways—When the flood-tide came in

the
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the afternoon, they hauled the veffel into the bafon,
which was a deep place of four or five fathom
water, in the middle of the level fandy flat of the
harhour, large enough to hold three veffels of the
fame magnitude, where they could lie afloat at low
water. In the night they got on board all their
provifion, ftores, ammunition, and arms, except
foch as were intended to be given to Abba Thuyjle;

Monday and renewed their labour in the morning, takingon

| Lo

board their anchors, cahles, and other neceflanies,
making bitts, and fitting a rail acrofs the ftern of
the veflel. In the morning the King fent a meflage
to Captain Wilfen, defiring him to come to him at
the watering.place; and on his arrival acquainted
him, that it was his intention to inveft him with the
order of the Bone, and make him in form a Rupack
of the firft rank. The Captain expreffed his ac-
knowledgments for the honour he purpofed to con-
fer on him, and the pleafure he felt at being admit.
ed a Chief of Pelecwv.—The King, and all the Ru-
packs, then went and fat down under the fhade of
fome large trees, and Captain Wilfon was defiredto
fir at a little diftance; when Raa Kook receiving
the Bone, prefented it, as from his brother Abbs
Thuile, and wanted to know which hand he ufed in
common ; this the General withed to afcertain, by
putting a flone in bhis hand, which he defired him
to throw at a diftance; finding it was the right
band he naturally ufed, he was again requefted to

fit
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it down, and the Bone was applied to bis left hand Lzl?&

to fee if it was large enough for his hand to flip
through ; being not found fufficiently fo, it was
rafped away, till judged to be wide enough, when
Raa Kook, the Chief Minifter, and all the Rupacks,
proceeded to the inveftment, in the following man-
ner i~~The General made a {tring fuft to eachof the
fingers of the Captain’s left-hand, and then lubri-
cating the hand with oil, the Chicf Miniffer placed
himielf bebind the Captain, holding him faft by the
fhoulders ; Raa Kook then paffed the different firings
through tbe Bone, and giving them to another Ru.
pack, they endeavoured to draw his hand through;
Raa Kook at the fame time, with his own hand,
compreffing that of the Captain into the fmallelt
compals he poffibly could, fo that the Bone might
pals over tbe joints. During this the moft profound
filence was preferved, both by the Rupacks who
affifted, and the people who attended as fpe&tators,

except by the King, who occafionally fuggefted in -

what manner they might facilitate the operation.
The point being at laft obtained, and the hand fair.
Iy paffed through, the wbole affembly expreffed great
joy. Abba Thulle then addrefling Captain Wilfon,
told him, that the Bone fbould be rubbed bright every
day, and preferved as a tefiimony of the rank he beld
among f# them ; that this mark of dignity muft, on every
sccafien, be defended waliantly, nor fuffered to be tors
Jrom bis arm but with the lofs of Iife.

The
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The ceremony ended, all the Rupacks congratu.
Jated Captain W/fon on his being one of their or
der; and the inferior natives flocked round to look
at the Bone, and appeared highly pleafed to fee his
arm adorned with it, calling bim Engleer Rupack.

Thofe who may have been witnefles of the con.
ferring the more fpicndid orders of diftin&ion, be
flowed by fovercigns of powerful and polithed king-
doms, ‘where the Gothic hall is decorated with wav.
ing banners—where mitred prelates affift the cere.
mony—where the pomp of regal {tate impofes on
the fenfe—and the biaze of fuperb ornaments, beam.
ing from female beauty, gracing the ceremony, over.
powers the {pe&ator with a vaft difplay of magnif.
cence—fuch may, with a fmile of contumely read
tbe conceptions of thefe children of nature, or be
difpofed to ridicule the ﬁmpizczty with which the
unadorned natives of Pelew hold a cbapter of their
higheft Order of the Bspe. But it will be recol-
le€ted, that the olfec? and the end are every where
the fame.—This mark of diftinftion is given and
received in thofe regions as a reward of valour and
fidelity, and held out as the prize of merit—In

_ this light fuch pablic honours were originally con-

fidered, and ££ill ought to be fo, in every fate from
¢lew to Britain—And while they continue to be
thus regarded, they will operate on the human paf-
fions, excite emulation, infpire courage, promote
virtue
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virtue, and challenge refpect.—The decoration in. 1783.
decd derives all its fplendor from the combined ideas Noveu
of the mind whilft viewing it ; and the imagination

is equally imprefled with the fame fentiment, whe-

ther the badge of honour he a ftrip of velvet tied

round the knee, a tuft of ribband and crofs dang-

ling at the button-hole, a ftar embroidered on the

coat, or 2 fene upon the arm.

CHTAPTER
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CHAPTER XX

The good Condult of the Natives, not to diffurh or im-
pede the Operations of our Pesple.—~The King in-
Jorms Captain Wilfon of bis Intention to fond bis
Jecond Sm, Lee Boo, under his Care, te England.
«Raa Kook baving alfe folicited Abba Thulle’s
Permiffion to accompany the Englith, is refufed dy
bis Brother, en wery prudential Motives.—~4 fin-
gular Occurrence refpelding one of the King's Ne.
phews—The Time of the Veffel’s Departure noticed
—and, preparatory to ity an Infeription, cut ona
Plate of Copper, is fixed to a large Tree, 1o record
the Lofi of the Antelope.

Monday IN the evening the tents were all cleared, and every

10.

thing carried on board from the old habitations at
the Cove.-—Our people being much hindered by the
natives withing to come on board the veflel to fee and

. admire her, it was obferved by Raa Kook, and men-

tioned by him to the King, who immediately gave
diretions that none but the Chiefs fhould go, and
that the others thould only paddle along-fide, and
look at her from their canoes, When all the ftores
were on board, and the fails bent, the Captain in.
vited Abba Thulle to accompany him in her round
1o the watering-place, which he declined, and went

with
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with his attendants over land ; the invitation was 1783.

however accepted by the General and 4rra Kooker,
who were highly dellghted at every manceuvre;
their canoes, with many others, full of the natives,
attended them, fhouting, hallooing, and rejoicing,
Raa Kook calling out continually to his people to ob.
ferve every motion and a&tion of the Engli/b in con-
duding their veflel. They carried her to the welt
fide of the ifland, and moored her in fix fathom wa-
ter, abreaft of the well of freth water. Captain Wi/-
Jon then went on fhore to the King, accompanied hy
Raa Kook and Arra Kooker, who related to their hro-
ther every circumftance they had noticed, defcribing
particularly the man heaving the lead, and the man-
ner of anchoring.—Some canoes, as ufual, had been
out a fithing, and caught a great quantity, of which
they had made no diftribution, waiting for the Eng-
lifh to come and fhare with them ; this friendly ar.
tention could not be aceepted, as all our people were
on hoard, and they had no convenience as yet made
for a fire-place in their little veflel.  The King then
afked the Caprain to ftay and eat fome of the fith with
him, which he complied with, the interpreter re~
maining with him.

Abba Thuide had, in his vilits to Orovlong, been
always a very attentive obferver of whatever he faw
the Englifb were employed in, ftanding by them fre.
quently whil'l at work for a confiderable time, and

noticing every occurrence.—He had already, as will
be

NO\F!:mh.
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1782 be recoliected, binted an intention of fending two

“of his people to England, whenever the veflel was
veady to deparr; and this evening, after fupper, re«
veriing to what be had -formerly mentioned, be ex-
phained himfelf more fully on the fubje&t; be told
the Captain, that tbough his fubje@ts looked up to

. him with re/pedt, and regarded him as not only fupe
rior in rank but in knowledge, yet, that alter being
witlt the [oig/ifo, and contemplating their ingenuiry,
he had often felt his own infignificance, in fecing the
lowct man, whom the Captain had under his com-
mand, exercife talents that he had ever been a firan-
ger to; he had thercfore refolved to intruft his fe-

+ cond fon, wholv name was Lee Boo, to Captain Hiel-
Jfon’s cave, that he might have the advantage of im-
proving himfelf by accompanying the Englifb, and of
learning many things, that might at his return great.
Iy henelii his own country~~-He added, that one of
the AMaliys from Pelelew fhould alfo go to attend on
him.~Ile deferibed his fon as a young man of an
zmiable and gentle difpofition ; that he was fenfible,
and of a mild temper, and fpoke much in his com-
mendation ; faid he had fent for him from a diltant
place, where he had been under the care of an old
man ; thot he was then at Pelew, taking leave of his
friends, and would be with him at Croslang the next
mernint; Rea Kook allo joined, with his brother
Arra Kodker, in giving the fame good charadter of
their nephew,

Captain
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Captain Wilfon replied, that he was exceedingly
obliged and honoured by this fingular mark of his
confidence and efteem ; that he fhould have thought
himfelf bound in gratitude to take care of any per~
fon belonging to Peleww, whom the King might fend ;
but in this cale, he wifhed to affure bim, that he
fhould endeavour to merit the high truft repofed in
him, by treating the young prince with the fame
tendernefs and affeftion as his own fon.—~This an.
fwer gave vilible fatisfaCtion; and then the conver.
fation changing, tbe King exprefled a with that the
vefiel might go down to Pelew before her departure ;
the reafon he afligned for making this requeft was,
that many of the men had enjoyed various oppor-
tunities, at Oroolong, of feeing the veflel and her
conftruétion; but that this had not been the cafe
with the aged, the women, and the children; that,
if they went down to Pelew, thefe latter would then
have the pieafure of gratifying their curiofity; that
the mothers would hereafter talk over to their chil.
dren and families the fingularity of the fight, recall
the -circumftance to their memories, and by this

means the name of the Eng/i/b, and of their build.
| ing fuch a veflel on the ifland of Orawleng, would

be preferved by his people, which was what he much
wifhed.—Captain iifon, who well knew the difpo.
fition of his own people, and was in his mind fully
" perfuaded that their former {ufpicions would revive,
and induce them to doubt whether fome treachery

was
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1783- was not concealed under this requeft; fearing allo,

" that the eagernefs of the natives to come on board
and view her interior, as well as her exterior form,
might caule confufion and delay, oppofed the King’s
propofal, by fugrelting fuch. well.conceived objec-
tions to it, that he acquielced, and. nothing more
was ever faid cn the fubjedl.

It may not be improper in this place to notice, that
from the time Raa Kook was bulied with the King
in painting the veflel, it was obferved, that there was
a penfive gloom about him, which they bad never
before feen cloud his countenance, naturally open
and cheerful.—The Captain found it had been oc-
cafioncd by adifappointment he had met with.—His
great attachment to the Engli/b had mduced him to
afk his brother's permiflion to accompany them 1o
England, to which the King had refufed bis confent ;
afligning the ncceflity he was under 1o objeét to it; .
from the circumfitance of his being the next heir,
and the inconvenience that would arife in cafe of his
own death when he fhould be abfent; the fucceflion

. of the fovereignty of Pelew firft devolving to the

brothers of the King, in fucceflion, and after their
deaths reverting to the eldeft fon of the firft branch
of the family ; the fecond fon becoming, of courfe,
hereditary General of the forces. And though the
good underftanding which Raa Kok pollefled, thew-
ed Lim the impropriety of what be had defired,
and the prudent ground of bis brother’s refufal, yet

ir
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it was evident it_ha.d much depreffed him; indeed, 1783

the very ftrong partiality he had from the firft tefti-
fied for our countrymen, the pleafure he always
feemed to enjoy in their fociety, and the intereft he
certainly felt in their welfare, would naturally touch
his fenfihility, make him fee with regret the fails of
his departing friends unfurled, and accelerate the
pang of a farewel look !

QY

At day-light every body was hufied, in filling wa- Tucfday

ter, bending the fails, completing the fire-place, and
getting the veflel ready for fea.

Early this {orenoon a circumftance arofe of a na-
ture too fingular to be omitted.—There was a young
man frequently with our people, who had taken a
pleafure to affimilate himfelf to all their ways and
manners, and who now applied to Captain Wilfin,
to folicit him to take him in his veffel to England;
he was anfwered by the Captain, that it would he
impofiihle to do it without the diretion and confent
of the King, who had already fpoken to him of tak-
ing his fon and another man; hut, that as he withed
it, be would fpeak to the King, and know his plea-
fure~—The young man ahove alluded to, was the
King’s nephew, and fon of that brother who had
been killed at Artingall, and whofe death had occa-
fioned the war which had fo lately been terminated
hetween his uncle and thofe people.—~ Captain Wilfon
accordingly mentioned the affair to the King, who
appeared much difpleafed at the application ; faid

: S . his

| 3
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1783, his nephew was a bad man, and negle&ed his family ;
Novemb. 112t he had himfelf, two or three times, fince the

deceafe of his fathet, changed his houfe and plan-
tation for him, in order to cure his rambling difpo-
fition, but that nothing feemed to affell, or alter
him.~~The nephew now prefented himfelf to urge
his own fuit, probably thinking, that the Captain,
being prefent, would fecond bis requefte—The King
gave him an abfolute denial, faying, * Tou are
% undutiful, and negleiful of your mother ; you have
¢ deferving and good wemen for your wives, fo
whom, as well as 1o all your rclations, you bebawe.
ill, for which you bave been juflly expofed through-
“ out the whole iflando~Tou are afbamed of your
“ conduél, and would new fly from your fomily ; you
“ fball not have my confent, and I defire the Captain
“ not to countenance youi flay at bome, and let your
 fenfe of fbame amend your life.”

The Captain intimated to Abba Thulle, that the

11

L 1

‘veflel being completed, and the weather and wind

fair, they intended to fail the next day: this circum-
flance feemed to give him great concern; he faid
he had, by the return of the meflenger who came
to him at the ifland of Pethoull, fent word to the
Rupacks of tbe different iflands in friendfhip with

* him, that the day after the day that the Captain now

mentioned would be the time of departure, they
all wilhing to bring the Englib fome prefents for
their voyage, as memorials of their regard; and
would in confequence come up the evening of the

next
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next day, in full hope of feeing them before they
quitted Oroolong, a fatisfaltion they would now he
deprived of.—Captain Wilfon told Abba Thulle, they
bad heen fo amply flocked with provifions hy what
his goodnefs had prepared for them, that they had
fufficient flore for all their voyage, and that the
wind and weather hefriending them, they muit re-
queft to take leave of him the next day. The dif.
appointment the Chiefs would feel, fenfibly affected
the King, as well as the recolle&tion that he had
bimfelf heen made the innocent infttument of de-
ceiving them. The Captain was alio much hurt at
finding the uneafinefs this circumftance had occafi-
oned, and the more fo, when he perceived that the
generofity of the King’s mind foon overcame it; for
he almoft direftly told him, that, as it mu# be the
laft day, he requefted himfelf and his officers would
dine with him on fhore ; which they all accordingly
did~The true caufe which induced the Englih to
thing of going a day earlier than they had given
‘out, was to avoid the vaft concourfe of ftrangers,
who they knew were coming, and who, ihey fear-
ed, would impede their operations by the number
of their canoes, and their curiofity to examine the
veflel ; the bultle and confufion that this would
neceffarily have occafioned, mult have unavoidably

incommoded our men, and prévented them from _

going away with that calmnefs and recolleGion their
departure, and paffage over the reef, required.w
After dinner, Arra Kooker, who had, from the firit

52 day
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day of his fecing the Newfoundiand Dog, fet his heart
on the animal, and had often exprefled a longing
defire to poflefs it when our people went away, now
renewed his folicitations : from the carneftnefs with
which he begged it, and the care heaflured them he
would take of it, they were induced to make him
happy, and relinquith all right in poor Sailar.

Raa Kook, whole thoughts were of a different
turn, and whofe ideas were wholly intent on hene-
fitting his country hy every information he could
ohtain from the Englifh, made many enquiries about
the method of building a veffel in their way; Mr.
Barker drew him a plan to work by, recommending
the jolly-boat as a model, rather than the pinmce,
the being broader, and not of fo deep a form. He
exprefled a with to have tbe launching.ways left, and
faid, if he was ahle to compafs fuch a purpofe, that
he would do it on the fame fpot, eftecming it to be
fortunate.—Abba Thulle, who had heen diverted by
Arra Kooker’s requett, appeared to lend a very feri-
ous attention to the fubjed which had fo much en-
gaged Raa Kook ; obferving that with the iron and
tools they had now in their poffeflion, they could do
more work in a few days, than they could before in
as many months.—While the Captaift was on fhore,
fome words had arifen between two of his men on
board, which had produced a blow, and a bloody
nofe ; this paffing on the deck, and being feen hy
many of the natives, who were alongfide in their ca.

noes,
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noes, the account of it foon reached the fhore; the
Captain went immediately on board to enquire the
caufe. After reprimanding the parties, he returned
to the King, who being apprized of the hufinefs, was
told that it was a trifling difpute, and the effe&t of
paflion ; on hearing which, he faid, ** there were in
 all countries bad men, who he fuppofed could not be
¢ kept in arder.” Some of the Rupacks, however,
alked if fuch an accident might happen to the young
man who was to go with him (meaning the King’s
fon); Captain Wilon affured them no fuch thing
could, as Lee Bee would he as his own fon, and en.
tirely under his own care: with which anfwer they
all appeared fatisfied.

Before our people quitted the Cove, they left an
Englifb pendant hoifted on a large tree, which grew
clofe to where their tents had ftood ; and cut upon
a plate of copper the following infeription, which,
after heing nailed to a thick board, was affixed to a
tree near the fpot where they had huilf their jittle
veffel ;

The
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The Honourable
Englith Eaft India Company’s Ship
The AnTELOPS,
Hznry Wirson, Commander,

Was loft upon the reef north of this ifland
In the night between the gth and 1oth of
Auguft;

‘Who here built a veffel,

And failed from hence
The 12th day of November 1783.

The meaning of this infcription was explained to
the King, and that it was put up as a memorial of
the Englifs having been there.—He was pleafed with
the idea, and explained it himfelf to his own people,
promifing that it fhould never he taken down, and
if hy any accident it fhould happen to fall, he would
take care of it, and have it preferved at Pelew.

"The difcourfe of the day turned much on the fub-
je€t of their departnre; whillt they fat together,
Abba Thulle, addrefling Captain Wilfon, faid, * Tou
“ are going ; and when gone, I fear the inbabitants
“ of Artingall will come down in great numbers and
“ moleft me, as they bave done frequently before ; and,
“ baving o/t the aid of the Englith, I fball be unable

“ 1o
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 your mufquets, which you have already taught m
“ to hope you would,”Captain Wilfon fpoke to his
officers on the propriety of doing this inflantly;
they feemed fomewhat unwilling to put the arms
they aftually meant to give them, into their hands
till the laft moment ;~~that miftruft which had pof-
fefled their minds, ftill kept its bold, and appeared

too ftrongly imprefled on their countenances to

elcape the quick difcernment of the King; who,
willing perhaps that they fhould know he had no-
ticed their apprehenfions, with that calm refleéting

temper which marked his charalter, afked if they

were afraid to truft him with a few arms? * What
“ is there (faid he) can make you barbour doubts of
“ me? Inever teflified any fear of you, but endea-
“ woured to convince you that 1 wifbed your friend.
 foip. Had I been difpofed to have barmed you, 1
e might have done it long age; I have at all times
“ bad you ‘in my power—but bave only exercifed
“ that power in making it ufeful to you-—and can
¥ you not confide in me at the laff I

When the foregoing pages are attentively con.
fidered, the holpitality with which our people had
been treated, hoth by Abba Thulle and the natives,
from the firft friendly intetview to the prefent mo-
ment-—who had fpread before them whatever they
bad to give, or their country produced, and who,
ilddcd ta all this, as an unequivocal proof of the

high
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Nr783 hxgh opinion he entertained of the Englifb, was

going to conﬁgn his own fon to their care—-is there
a reader who, recalfing all thefe circumftances, can
wonder they affeéted the fenfibility of Abba Thulle?
~—OQOft rather, will there be found a reader who will
not he ready with myfelf to afk, Under what fun was
ever tempered the fteel that could cut fuch a paflage
to the heart as this juft reproach of the King’s?
Every individual felt its force, and its truth; every
individual alfo felt how much his mind had injured
the virtues of this excellent man.—Nor was the

"wound of this reproach rendered lefs acute hy the

conicioufnefs each man had, of having heen fo lately
induced, hy his unjuft fears, to join in fuch deftruc-

. tive counfel againft bim and his family.

But the eye of philofophy will candidly view and
difcriminate between the two parties; the people of
Pelew, tutored in the fchool of Nature, aced from
her impulfe alone, they were open and undifguifed ;
unconfcious of deceit themfelves, they neither fear-
ed nor locked for it in others.~~Our countrymen-wm
born and hrought vp in a civilized nation, where
Art aflumes every form and colouring of life, and
is even perfeltioned into a.icience, wete fafhioned
by education to fulpicion and diftruft, dnd awake
to all their hufy fuggeftions.—Such is the fatal
knowledge the world teaches mankind, fencing too
often the human heart agzinft the inlets of its own

happinefs,
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happinefs, hy weakening confidence, the mo& valua- Nl783

ble bond of fociety!

The King"s rebuke was too powerful for our peo-
ple to refilt; they inftantly defired the Captain to
affure him, that whatever had been promifed fhould
be faithfully fulfilled; and, to convince him they
could have no fufpicions, the arms fhould be imme.
diately given to him ; they accordingly fent on board
for the quantity of arms they could with convenien-
cy fpare, and on the boat’s return prefented him with
five mulquets, five cutlaffes, near a barrel of gun.
powder, with gun-flints and ball in proportion.
Captain Wilfen alfo made him a prefent of his own
fowling-piece, with which he feemed to be particu-
larly pleafed, having often feen its effeft on the
fowls and other hirds at Pelew.

And now the gentle {pirit of the King appeared
to forget the trace of all that had happened ;~~hut
the fcene enahled every one prefent to tranfmit to
pofterity a moft captivating picture of the forcihle,
yet mild triumph of virtue!

- CHAPTER

1ty
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Noweah CHAPTER XXI

Lee Boo arrives, and ks introduced to Captain Wilfon;
who, at the King's Defire, remains all Night on
Shore~The fnterefting Manner in which be deli-
vers bis Son to his Care.—The Captain gives Blan.
chard Advicg bow to condult bimfelf.—In the Morn.
ing Signals for failing rearedA Boat fent to bring
the Captain on board. The King and bis Brothers
accompany them to the Re¢fo—e Multitudes of the Na.
tives, in their Canoes, furround the Vefel to toftify
their Regard.—~The King takes an affeétionate Leave
of the Englith—Cbarafler of Abba Thulle.—~Raa
Kook croffes the Recf, and goes a good Way to Sea
before be quits themHis Character.~T be Englith
proceed on tbe:'r Veyage to China,

Tucfday IN the evening arrived the King’s fecond fon, Ler
Boo ; he was brought from Pelew by bis ¢lder bro-
ther, Qui Bill, to accompany our people to England.
His father introduced bim to Captain Wilfen, and
then to the officers who were on fhore ; he approach-
ed them all in fo eafy and fo affable a2 manner, and
had fo much good-bumour and fenfibility in his
countenance, that every cne was immediately impref-
fed in his favour, and felt that interelt for him which
his amiable maaners daily increafed.Before dark

the
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the officers took their leave of the King, and wenton _1783.

whom Abba Thulle had requefted to pafs the night
on fhore.  The King now (having Lee Boo clofe at
his fide) difcourfed much with him, giving him in.
firuGions how to condut himfelf, and what he was
to attend to; telling him he was henceforward to
look upon Captain Wilfen as another father, and win
his affeCtion hy ohferving his advice.—Then, addref-
fing the Captain, faid, * When Lee Boo got to Eng-
“ land, he would have fuch fine things to fee,
“ that he might chance to flip away from him, to
“ run after novelty ; but that he hoped the Captain
* would keep him as much as he could under his
“ gye, and endeavour to moderate the eagernefs of
“ his youth”

After further converfation relative to the confi«
dence repofed in Captain ¥ilfon, Abba Thulle con-
cluded his recommendation in nearly thefe expref.
fions w—s¢ T awould wifb you to inform Lee Boo of all
“ things which be ought to know, and make bim an
* Englifthman..—The fubjelt of parting with my fon

% Ihave frequently revolved p—I am well aware that .

 the diftant countries be muff go through, differing
“ much from bis own, may expofe bim to dangers, as
% well as to difeafes that are unknown to us bere, in
“ confequence of which be may die ;oI bave prepared
“ my thoughts to this ;—I know that death is to all
“ men inevitable, and whether my fon meets this ewent

“oar

veroh,

board the Oroslong, leaving the Captain behind,
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3783. € gt Pelew,. or elfewbere, is immaterial—1I am fatir-

FELD

¢ fied, from what I bave obferved of the bumanity of
“ your cbamé?er; that if e is fick, you will be kind
“ 1o him ; and, fhould that bappen, which your utmoft
€ care cannot prevent, Iet it not binder you, or your
¢ brother, or your fon, or any of yaur countrymen, re-
““ turtiing bere ; I fball reccive you, or any of your
<« people, in friendfbip, and refiice to fee you again.”
Captain Wilfon repeated his affurance, that he
would have the fame care for Lee Boe as for his own
child, and that nothing fhould be wanting on bis
part to teflify, in his attention to the fon, the gra.
titude and regard he fhould ever feel for the father.
The thoughts of the King, as well as thofe of the
Captain, were too much engaged, to devote much
of the night to fleep ; Abba Thulle paffed a confider.
ahle part of it, az did allo the Rupacks, in difcourl
ing with their young countryman, who was now
launching into a new and untried world, and on the

_point of being feparated hy an immenfe diftance from

every former connetion.—~Being now fo near to
their departure, Captain Wifon took this opportunity
to talk again with Blancherd, and to give him
advice how he fhould conduct. himfelf towards
the natives, and in what things he could he inftruc.
tive and beneficial to them ; particularly in working
fuch iron as had heen given tothem, and what more
they might hereafter ohtain from the v;rreck; and
alfo in taking care of the arms and ammunition they

: had
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had ieft them, which would be of the utmoft con-
fequence; requefting he would never go naked,
like the natives, as, by preférving the form of drefs
his countrymen had appeared in, he would always
fupport a fuperiority of charafter; and, that he
might be better enabled to follow this advice, he
was furnithed with ali the clothes they could fpare;
and direfted, when thefe were worn out, to make
himfelf trowfers with a mat, which he could always
procure from the natives, and thercby preferve that
decency he had always been accuftomed to.—Nor
in the inflru@ions delivered to him, were forgot-
ten an attention to his religion; he was earneilly
exhorted not to negledt thofe alts of devotion which
he had been taught to pra&ife; and to keep a Seb-
bath or Sunday, and follow thofe Chriftian duties in
which he had been educated.—He was laftly defired
toalk for any thing that he might think would be
of ufe and comfort to him :—when he requefted to
have one of the fhip’s compaffes ; and, as the pin.
nace was to be left, that they might have the mafls,
fails, oars, and every thing belonging to her; which
wereall given, as foon as they had towed the veffel
over the reef.

In the morming, at day-light, an Englifb jack was
hoifted at the maft-head of the veffel, and one of the
fwivels fired, as a fignal for failing ; this being ex-
plained to the King, he ordered boats immediatcly
to take on board yams, cocoa-nuts, fweetmeats, and

other
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N‘ 783!:-. other things provided for the voyage ; befide which,

many canioes of the natives, loaded with a profufion
of provifien, lay alongfide the Oroolong ; fo that, had
all the expefted northern Rupacks added their intend.
ed prefents, it would have fupplied a fhip of five
times the fize.

As foon as the veffel was loaded with every thing
they could take on board, and ready for fea, the
hoat was fent on fhore for the Captain; who ac-
quainting the King therewith, he- fignified that he
and his fon would come on board prefently in his
canoe.~~Captain Wilfen then took Blanchard, as alle
the five men who had come on fhore for him, into
a temporary houfe that had been erefted for the ac-
commodation of the Rupack Maath, who was ex-
pefed from the northward, and being entered, he
once more requelted Blanchard to imprefs on his
memory all that advice which he had before given
him, and particularly to be obfervant of his duty,
that the people of Pelew might thereby fee that he
retained that faith and fenfe of religion in which he
had been trained. He then made the feamen prefent
kneel down with him, and unite in thank{giving to
that Supreme Being, who had not only fupported
their {pirits in the midlt of {evere toils and dangers,
hut had now opened to them the means of delive-
rance.~~During this a&t of devation, the King and

* his Chiefs remained near the entrance of the houfs,

obferved
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ohferved and well knew what our people were about, 1783.

and preferved a profound filence.

It muft alfo be noticed, that when Lee Boo came
up, a hatket, with fome dozens of a fruit refembling
an apple, was hrought from Pelew ; they were of
an ohlong fhape, and in colour of a deep c¢rimfon,
‘not unlike what are called in England The Duwch
Paradife Apple*.~—They fpoke of them as a fruit
that was very rare, and faid they were juft coming
in feafon. The Captain gave one to each of his of-
ficers, being a fruit they had not feen before; and
the reft he carefully referved for his young paflenger,
to treat him with during his voyage.

About eight o’clock in the morning the Captain
went on hoard in his boat; the King, with his fon
Lee Boo, and his Rupacks, followed him very foon
in their canoes, accompanied by Blanchard ; their
little veflel was fo deeply loaded with their fea ftores,
that a doubt arofe whether the might be able to get
over the Reef, it was therefore agreed to land the
two fix-pounders, and leave the jolly-boat behind,
they having no materials wherewith to repair her,
and without it fhe could not much longer fwim.
"This being made known to the King, and that they
were in want of a boat, he immediately offered to
fupply them with a canoe, and pointed to feveral then

* Of this fruit there are difficrent forts, in many of the South
Sea iands s it is the Jamboo Apple, the Eugenia Malaccenfis of
I iunas. . .

along-

Novemh,
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1783. alongfide; all which being too large to hoift on board

" the veflel, the King difpatched his eldeft fon Qui Bifl,

on fhore, who foon returned with one of a proper fize.

Mr. Sharp had been defired to take the King's fon
under his particular care, till the Orsolong thould ar-
rive at China ; and Abba Thulle now pointed out Mr,
Sharp to him, whom he faid was to be his Suealic;
and from that moment Lee Boo attached himfelf to
him, keeping clofe 2t his fide in whatever part of the
veflel he went. In putting every thing to order be.
fore the Orvolong moved, there was a fmall fail be-
longing to the pinnace, which could not be found.
Bianchard was now got into the pinnace, in order to
take the veffel in tow ; he had, with the moft unwea.
ried affiduity, lent his countrymen every affiftance in
his power to the laft, and, having laid up carefully
the fail enquired after, came on board to fhew where
he had ftowed it ; which having done, he withed them
all a profperous voyage, and without teftifying the
fmalleft degree of regret, took leave of all his old
fhip-mates, with as much eafe as if they were only
faiting from Lendon to Gravefend, and were to re-
turn with the next tide.

The Oroolong now proceeded towards the reef;
and, loaded as the had been by Abba Thulle’s bounty,
even to fuperfluity, with whatever he conceived might
be ufeful or pleafant to his departing friends, yet on
either fide of her were a multitude of canoes, filled
with the common natives, who had all hrought our

people
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people prefents from themfelves, intreating they might N;anib ]

be accepted.—It was in vain they were told that
the veffel was fo full there was no room to receive
any tbing more; eacb held up a little fomething,
 Only this from me”—<* Only this from me,” was
the general cry ;—the repetition of wbich was urged
with fuch fupplicating countenances, and watery eyes,
that this bewitching teftimony of affetion and gene-
rofity almoft overcame every one on board.—From:
fome of thofe who were neareft, a few yams or
cocoa-nuts were accepted; and the poor creatures,
whofe intreaties could not be attended to, unable 1o
bear tbe difappointment, paddled ahead, and threw
tbe little prefents they had brought into the pinnace,
totally ignorant that fhe was to return back with
Blanchard. - '

Several canoes preceded the pinnace, to mark
the fafeft track for the veflel; and others were ftati.
oned at the reef, by the King’s command, to point
out the deepelt water for her paflage over it: by all
the previous examinations, as well as by the prefent
precautions, the Oroslong cleared the recf without
the leaft difficulty.

"The King accompanied the Eagli/b in their veflel,

almoft to the reef, before he made a fignal for
his canoe to come alongfide; he gave Lee Boo'his
blefling, withing him ha»py and profperous, which
his fon received with great relpeét—-Secing Captain
Wilfon bufied in giving direftions to his people, he

: T {topt
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fiopt till he found him quite at Liberty, and then
went up to him and emhraced him with great ten-

~ dernefs, thewing, by his looks and voice, how

much he was diftrefled to bid him farewell; he
fhook all the officers hy the hand, in a molt cordial
manner ; faying,  You are bappy becaufe you are
“ poing home ;~I am bappy to find you are bappy—
¢ but fiill very unbappy myfelf to fee you going away.”

" —Then, affuring our people of his affe@tionate

wifhes for their fuccefsful voyage, he went over the
fide of the vefll into his canoe.~Moft of the Chiefs
on hoard left them at the fame time, except Raa
Kook, and a few men who attended him, who would
fee the Englifb clear of danger to the outfide of the
reef, As the canoes drew clofe and furrounded
that of the King, the natives all looked up eager-
ly, as to take leave, whilll their countenances ex-
prefied 2ll their benevolent hearts felt, in looks more
expreflive than language. Our countrymen might
with truth fay, they left a whole people in tears;
and fo fenfibly were they imprefled themfelves hy
this interefting fcene, that when Abba Thulle and
his train turned hack to Oreclng, they were bardly
ahle to give them three cheers, and their eyes pur-
fued them to catch the lateft look, whillt every man
on-board, with the warmelt emotions of gratitude,
felt the efficacy of his fervices, which in a great
mealure had brought about their deliverance—and
the fteadinefs of his friendfhip, which, though from

imaginary
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imaginary alarms at times douhted, they had found
firm and unfhaken to the laft.

Having now hid adieu to this good and amiahle
prince, it may not he improper to give an outline
of his general chara@ter.~It is more than ptohable,
that the curtain is for ever dropped hetween him
and the world '—He is entered into his own unno.
noticed domains, where he and his Anceftry have
paffed a long fucceffion of ages in oblivious filence,
unknowing and unknown to their cotemporaries in-
habiting the reft of the globe.~~An accident, wholly
unexpected, hath given us at laft a tranfient fight
of thefe people; nor is it likely that they will again
be fought or looked after, as they poflefs nothing
but good fenfe and virtue, and live in. a country
which fupplies no materials that may tempt the ava-
rice of mankind to difturh their tranquillity.—1If they
have nat, nor yet know the comforts of civilized
nations, the advantages of arts, or the hlandith-
mentg of luxury—they have, in counterpoife, heen
ignorant of the arxie:ies they awaken, the paffions
which they inflame, and the crimes they give hirth
to!~Even in their ftate of native fimplicity, as pic-
tured in the foregoing pages, there is, I fhould
conceive, {ufficient martter to intereft, and fill far
more to admire, With regard to the excellent man,
who ruled over thefe fons of Nature, he certainly,
i every part of hiz condu, fhewed himfelf firm,
noble, gracious, and benevolent; there was a dig-
nity in all his deportment, a gentlenefs in all his man.

T 2 ners,
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ners, and 2 warmth and fenfibifity about his heart,
that won the love of all who approached him.—Na.
tute had beftowed on him a contemplative mind,
which he had himfelf improved by thofe refleftions
that good fenfe dictated, and obfervation confirmed,
His remarks on the affair of the mufquets was 1
pointed, and at the fame time as delicate a reproof

* as perhaps was evet thrown out.——His' converfation

with Captain Wilin, refpefting his fon, whiltt it
fhewed an unbounded confidence on the part of the
King, marked alfo the force of great fentiment and
reafoning ; and his rebuke, when refufing his ne
phew’s falicitation, difcovered a heart tutored in thé
fentiments of refined honour, -

The bappinefs of his people feemed to be always
in Abba Thulle's thoughts.—In order more effeCiu.
ally to ftimulate them to ufeful labour, he had bim.
felf learnt all the few arts they poflefled, and was
looked on, In fome of them, to be the beft workman
in his dominions.—His requefting from Captain ¥
Jon the Chingfe mat, was only to give his people a
better pattern than their own to follow; and,in
fending bi% fon to England, and in the long inftrac
tions given him before his departure, he bad pat,
nor could have, any other ohjelt in view, but that
of benefiting his fubjefts by the future improve
ments he would bring back. te his ’country ; ideas,
which the intercoufe he had with the Englih muft
have folely excited—In fhort, had his lot been

thrown to rule over 4 great nation, connefted with
' mankind,
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talents and natural difpofition might have made him
the Peter of the fouthern world!

Placed as he was hyProvidence in its ohfeurer
fcenes, he lived heloved hy his Chiefs, and revered
. by his people; over whom, whillt he preferved a
dignity that diftinguithed his fuperior ftation, he
reigned more as the father than the fovereign.—The
eyes of his fubje@s beheld their naked prince with
as much awe and refpe@, as thofe are viewed with
who govern polithed nations, and are decorated with
all the dazzling parade and ornaments of royalty;
. nor was the purple rohe, or the {plendid diadem ne-

ceflary to point out a charalter, which the mafterly
hand of Nature had rendered fo perfe@t !
Having pafled the reef, and being clear of prefent
. danger, every one would have been in grear {pirits,
had not the pain of quitting thefe friendly people
. averfhadowed their joy.~Raaz Keok remained very
penfive, and fuffered the veffel to proceed 2 confider-
able way from the reef before he recolleted himfelf,
and fummoned his canoes to return back.—As this
Chief had been their firlt and truly valuable friend,
they prefented him with 3 brace of piftols, and a car-
touch-hox loaded with the proper cartridges— l'he
pinnace heing now at the fide of the veflel, the Cap.
tain and officers were prepared to take leave of the
General; but, when the moment of feparation arriv.
ed, he was fo affeftcd, that he was at’ firfl unable to
fpeak ; he took them cordially by the hand, and point-
. ing
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Nl‘ras»b ing with the other to his heart, faid, if was there b

orem Jelt ibe painof bidding them farewell ; nor were there

any ot board who faw his departure without {haring

nearly the fame diftrefs.—He addreffed Lee Boo by

his name, and fpoke 2 few words to him; but, being

unable to proceed, he went into the boat, when, im-

. mediately quitting the rope, he gave our people a it
affe@tionate look, then dropped aftern.

This excellent man appeared to be fomewhat up.
wards of forty years of age, was of a middling ftature,
rather inclinable to be lufty; he had a great exprel.
fion of fenfibility in his countenance, tempered with
ahundant good-nature. His charalter was firm and
determined, yet full of humanity; in whatever he
undertook he was fleady and perfevering; he deli-
vered his orders to the people with the utmott leni.
ty, hut would be oheyed ; gad they, on every occa-
fion, feemed to ferve him with ardour and alacrity,
as if mingling affeCtion with duty. The reader muft
have ohferved, that from his firft interview with our
people, he had fhewn an atrachment to them, which
was never after leflened or cooled. He was not of
fo ferious a caft as the King, nor had he that turn for
humour and mimickry which Arra Kooker fo ftrong.
ly poflefled ; hut he was always pleafant and lively,
had ahundant good-humour, and well.difpofed to |
laughter, when it was occafionally excited. He had
an eager fpirit of enquiry, and a defire to examine
the caufes-apd reafons of gvery effe@ which he faw

‘ producgds
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produced, and was wonderfully quick in compre-
hending whatever was defcribed to him; his mind
was {irong and altive, his behaviout manly and cour-
teous, and accompanied with {o nice a fenfe of ho-
nour, that he felt it wounded whenever any of the
natives had, by their litde trifling thefts, violated,
23 he judged, the laws of hofpitality, which he held
moft facred, and always difcovered an impatience till
he could make them reftore what they had taken
away, This he carried fo far as even to fhew his dif
pleafure at the Chigf Minifter, for requefting a cutlafs
of Captain Wilfon (at the firft interview thinking it a
breach of this virtue, to folicit 2 favour of thofe who
were fo fituated, as not to he at liherty to refufe the
requeft, though the granting it might be inconvenient.
He was much amufed by the peculiar manner of the
Chingfe, and their way of talking ; would frequently
fit down to pick oakum with them, on purpofe to
fee more of them, without feeming to intrude. Our
people were probahly partly indebted to his good
offices for the fteady friendfhip the King bhad for
- them; atleafl, on tbeir firflt coming, he certainly in-
terefted his hrother in their favour. He beheld all
duplicity with indignation, and publicly, before the
. King, thewed his contempt of Ssagle, the Malay, who
had dared to throw out infinuafions prejudicial to
the Englip. He was communicative to our people
on every occafion, and at all times willing to explain
any thing to them; and, had they always had the

linguift
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t783. linguift at their elhow, or a language in which they
Novemb. could have eafter converfed with bim, many things
might have heen cleared up, which muft now remain
undetermined.—-With all thefe excellent qualities, he
appeared in his domeftic character equally refpeta-
ble; as the reader will recolled, who has had a view
of his pleafant deportment in his own family, and
has feen him in all the filent majefty of grief attend
ing the obfequies of a valiant fon who had been flain
in fighting for his country.—To all thefe circum-
ftances I muft add, that the concern be difcovered in
taking leave of his nephew, and our countrymen,
evidently proved there was no fmall portion of fenfi-

bility lodged about his heart.

'Whilft I am clofing this laft remark on the cha-
ratter of Raa Rook, | cannot avoid making a general
obfervation on the people of Pelmw, who, though
they appeared to be Philofophers in adverfity, Stoics
in pain, and Heroes in death, yet, in many of the
more delicate feelings of the human breaft, they pof-
feffed all the amiahle tendernefs of a woman!

CHAPTER
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CHAPTILER XXIL

The Englith, in the Oroolang, quit the Pelew Jlands.
~An decount of their Pafuge frum thence ta Macoa,
~T beir Arrival there—They difpefe of thiir I'efll,
and proceed fo Canton, where they embark for
England.

OUR countrymen being now in a Fair way of get.
ting to China, after parting with thejr humane friends
of Pelew, hauled up along the back of the reef, N,
W. by N, having the end of the cuter breakers on their
}ze-beam.——At noon the ifland of Orvslong bore S, E,
by E. 3 E. diftant about four leagues, from whence
they took their departure; #s latitude being 77 .19’
north, and longitude 134" 40’ ealt of Greenwich.

267
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The two firlt days after leaving' the Pelew iflands, Thurfday

our people had tolerable weather, with hight foualls
and rain, the wind varizble from E. to 8. E. with
which they fteered to the northward.—Lee Boo, the
firft night he flept on board, ordered Boyam, his fer-
vant (who was one of the two Malays from Pelew )
to bring his mat upen deck ; a warmer covering was
ordered for him, to defend hiin from the cold.—Ie
was the next morning much furprized at not feeing
land.~Captain Wilfon now clothed him in a fhirs,

waiftcoat, and a pair .of trowfers; he appeared to.

feel
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fecl himfelf uneafy in wearing the two firft articles,
and foon took them off and folded them up, ufing
them only as a pillow ; hut, being imprefled with an
idea of the indelicacy of having no clothing, he ne-
ver appeared without his trowfers ; and as the veffel,

. proceeding northward, advanced into a climate gra.

dually growing colder, he feit lefs inconvenience in
putting on again his jacket and fhirt; to which,
when he had been a little time accuftomed, his new-
taught fenfe of propriety was fo great, that he would
never change his drefs, or any part of it, in the pre-
fence of another perfon, always retiring for that pur-
pofe to fome dark corner where no one could fee
him,—The motion of the veffel at firft made him
very fea-fick, and obliged him frequently to lie
down; this ficknefs abating, he had one of the ap-
ples given him which had heen hrought from Pelew ;
he exprefled a douht about eating it; hut, being told
it was the Captain's defire, and that .4bba Thulle had
feat them for him, he obferved to Boyam, that he
was much indulged, none but a few great people
having his father’s permiffion to eat of this fruit *.
This young man was remarkably clean in bis
perfon, wathing himfelf feveral times a day; and as
foon as he was perfeétly recovered from his fea-fick-
nefs appeared 10 be eafy and contented, The lati-

* This remark of Lez Boo's agreen with the King’s teBing
Captain Wilfun, when he gave him thofe apples, that they were
» great rarily,

tude,
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tude, on the fourteenth at noon, was g° 38’ north
by obfervation.—The day following was cloudy but ¢
. good weather, with a fwell from the N. E.—They
faw 2 few fea-birds and flying-fith; and, having an
obfervation at noon, found they were in latitude
10" 43’ north; the weather continued moderate,
though cloudy, and their little veffel (excepting a
fmall leak} was found in every refpedt equal to their
bopes ~—They had this forenoon prayers read upon
deck, all our people having, in this happy delive-
Tance, too ftrong a recolletion of the mercies of
Providence not to offer them publicly, with hearts
full of gratitude. The latitude at noon was 12" 1/
north.—Lee Boo was now fo well recovered as to eat
a flying-fith that was caught upon deck, and fome
yam, having till this time eat very little.—~I1e this
afternoon told Bayam, that be was fenfible bis Jather
and family had been very unbappy from knowing that
ke bad been fick.

The weather contipuing fair, with the wind from
the N. E, and eaft, they endeavoured this morning
to make more room, by re-ﬁow;ng their provifion
and ftores; in doing which they difcovered that
the leak was under the end of one of the floor-tim.
bers: it was propofed to cut it away, in order to
come at and flop it from within, but on more ma.
ture confideration this was thought to be too dange-
rous an attempt, as it might occafion the flarting of
a plank, which would expofe the veflel 1o the almoft

‘ certainty
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1783. certainty of finking ; the idea was therefore imme-
Noreb. diateiy piven up, as the water made was eafily clear.
cd by two men at the pump.~—~The latitude at noon, hy
obfervation, was 13" 19" nortb.—~In the night they bad

ftrong fqualls, variable to the northward, with rain,

and at times had very hot puffs of wind, as if from

land; they kept under an ealy {ail and a good look-

From Out until day-light, but faw no appearance of land;
Tucfday the weather being very unfettled, with fqualls and
Yoas Tain, and the wind varying at times to the eaftward,
2% fouthward, and S. W, with lighrning and dark clopds.
~-On the twenty-firft they found, by oblervation,
Saturdey their latitude to he 17° 47° north, and the next day
22 werein 18" 29 north: the weather continuing very
unfettled, with frequent {qualls, the wind remaining

Surdey in the E. and S. E. quarters yntil the twenty-third,
#3-  when it veered round to the N. E. with rain, till the
Monday. Dext morning, the weather becoming then moderate
*  and fair; the latitude at noon was 20° 43’ north, by
obfervation ; in the night they bad fome light fqualls,

Tuelday and kept 4 good look-out for the land.—In the
*5*  morning,about three o’clock, having great ripplings
in the water, they hauled up to the northward ll
_day-light, when they faw the Bafbee iflands bearing

W. N. W. diftant about three leagues. This cir-
cumftance much’ pleafed Lee Boo. e was eager to

‘learn their names, which being told him repeatedly,

until he could pronounce them ; he took a piece of

line, which he had brought wish him for the purpole

of



THE PELEW ISLANDS: a1

of making remarks, and tied a knot thereon, as a 1783
remembrance of the circumftance.—At feven o’clock. Novesb.
the wind changing to the northward, they bore away
through a paffage between the iflands, and at noon

were in the China fea, their latitude 21° 5 north, by
obfervation ; they had now fair weather with fmooth

water, and by four o’clock in the afternoon had loft

fight of the Bafbee iflands,

The next morning about nine o’clock they faw Wedaet.
land upon their quarter, bearing from N. E.§ N, to 92y 26-
E. N.E. being part of the ifland of Formafiz ; at noon
their latitude was 21° 49' north. The fair weather Thurfday
continued next day, but with a fwell from the north. 27
ward, which wetthema little ; their latitude at noon
being 22° 17’ north, The wind increafing in the
afternoon to a frefh gale, they now felt 2 material
change to cold, of which they were the more fenfible
from the hot weather they had before experienced.

The next morning they faw feveral Chine/z fithing- Friday
boats, and a fmall China junk®. Ateight o’clock 2%
they faw land, beinga fmall hill, bearing N.by W. ;

at noon they were in latitude 22° 20" north.  The garurday
wind blowing britkly, at one o’clock in the morn. 2%
ing ‘they got foundings at twenty-five fathom, foft
ground ; they kept founding during the nigbt, and

at feven o'clock in tbe morning they faw the land,

* Junk is the name given by Europeans to the Chingfebuilt
veflels employed in their home or coafling trade; fome of them

are very large, and trade to Laluwiz and Malacca,

bearing



272

1783.
ovemh,

Bunday

AN ACCOUNT OF

bearing from N. by E. to W.S. W.: they flood is
amongft the iflands, as the wind would permit, and
at noon were in latitude 22" 8' north, the highland
called the Afes Ears then hearing §.5. W. They
fteered to the weftward amonglt the iflands until fix
o’clock in the evening, when they anchored in ten
fathom water, a foft clay hottom, amongfl fome fmall
Chingfe veflels,—Lee Boo appeared quite delightedat
the fight of land, and the number of boats on the
water. i .
The next morning Captain Wilfan procured a pilot
to condudt their veflel between the iflands to Maces;
and when they came in fight of it, an Englib jack
was hoifted at the maft-head, which being feen by
the officers of the Portuguefe fhips at anchor in the
Typa, they immediately fent their boats to meet our
people, bringing with them fruic and provifions, a
alfo men to aflift them, judging, from the fize of their
little veflel, that they muft be part of fome Englib
fhip’s crew that Lad heén wrecked ; and one of the
officers was fo obliging as to wait with his hoat to
take the Captain on fhore to the Governor; who,
heing at that time engaged on particular hufinefs,
defired to be excufed from feeing the Captain, but
acquainted him, by the officer on duty, that they
were welcome to the port of Macoa. This gentle-
man informed Captain Wilfon, that the Honourable
Company’s fupracargees were all up at Canton, and
that there was no Lnglifb gentleman then at Macw,
but
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but Mr. M’Intyre, to whom Captain Wilfén imme- I\;','83.

diately went on taking leave of thie officer, having,
when before at Macoa, in the Antelope, received
many teftimonies of this gentleman’s friendfhip ;
who, when he heard of Captain Wilfen’s misfortunes,
with his wonted humanity and attention ordered pro-
vifions to be fent on board the veffel ‘to the officers
and people, and fuch other neceffaries as they might
ftand in need of; whilft the Captain wrote to the
" Company’s fupracargoes, to acquaint them with the
fate of the Antelope, as alfo of his arrival and fitua-
tion; which letters Mr. MIntyre immediately for-
warded to Canfon.—-They now learnt that Peace was
eftablifhed in Europe, and that there were a number
of Englifband other fhips at Whampoa ; that fome of
the Company’s fhips were loaded and ready to fail,
which was moft welcome intelligence.—Before Cap-
tain Wilfon went on fhore, Lee Boo, on feeing the
large Portuguefe thips at anchor in the Typa, appeared
to he greatly aftonithed, exclaiming, as he looked at
them, Clow, ¢low, muc clow! that is, Large, large,
wvery large ! He gave our people an early opportunity
of feeing the natural benevolence of his mind ; for

fome of the Uhingfe boats, that are rowed hy poor

Tartar women, with their little children tied to their
backs (and who live in families on the water) fur-
rounded the veflel, to petition for fragments of
viftualg-~the young Prince, on neticing their fup-
plications, gave them oranges, and fuch other

things
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1783. things as he had, being partieularly attentive to
Nownb. \Fer them thofe things wbich he liked beft him-
felf. :
I:;g“ngg The next morning Mr. M‘fmyrr, with 2 Porte
L. guefe gentleman of Alacoa, accompanied the Captain
on board the Oroslong, taking with them all kinds o
tefrefhments and provifions ready drefied. In the
evening they took Lee Boo and 2l the officerson
fhore, except the Chief Mate, wlo temained with
the people to take care of the velldl, till they fhould

receive orders from the Company’s fipracargoes
The Portuguefz gentleman, who paid Captain B¥-
Jfon this vifir, exprefiod much pleafure in feeing the
Pelew Prince, and on poing on fhore, requefted that
the New Man “as he called J.ce Bog ) might be per
mitted to vifit his family.—This beiny the firft houle
our young traveller had ever feen, he was apparently
loft in filent admiration; what firock moft his ima-
gination at firft, was, the upright walls and the flat
ceilings of the rooms; he feemed as if puzzling
himfelf to comprchend how they could be formed;
and the decorations of the rooms were alfo no
fmall fubjedt of aftoriment. When he was in-
troduced to the ladies of the family, his deport
ment was fo eafy and polite, that it was exceed
ed only by his abundunt good-nature; fo far from
being embarratied, he permitted the company to exz
mine his hands, which were tatooed, and appearcd
plealed with the miremion fivwa bim.  When ke
‘ retired
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retired with Captain Wilfon, his behaviour left onthe _1783.

mind of every one prefent the impreffion, that how.
ever great the furprize might be, which the fcenes of
a new world had awakened in him, it could bardly
be exceeded hy that which his own amiable manners

and native polith would excite in others. _
Macea being the firflt land our people bad fet foot
on fince they left the Pelew iflands, they congratu.
lated one another very cordially, Lee Boo feeming to
join in the congratulation as warmly as any one.
Mr. M¢Intyre condulied them to his own houfe,
where they were introduced into a large hall lighted
up, with a tahle in the middle covered for fupper,
and 2 fideboard handfomely decorated.—Herea new
fcene burft at once on Lee Boo’s mind, he was all eye,
all admiration. The veffels of glafs appeared to be
tbe objelts which riveted moft his attention..Mr.
M¢Intyre thewed him whatever he conceived would
amufe him; but every thing that furrounded him
was attrafting.—his eye was like his mind, loft and
bewildered.—It was in truth to him a fcene of magic,
a fairy tale.—Amongft the things that folicited his
notice, was a large nirror at the upper end of the
hall, which refle¢ted almoft his whole perfon.. Here
Lee Boo ftood in perfett amazement at feeing him.
felf ;~-he laughed-—he drew hack, and returned to
look again, quite ablorbed in wonder.—~He made an
effort 10 look behind, as if conceiving fomebody was
there, but found the glafs fixed clofe to the wall.
U Mr,

mb.

i
|
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1783 Mr. M¢Iniyre, ohferving the idea that had croffed
Decemb,

him, ordered a fmall glals to be brought into the
room, wherein having viewed his face, he looked be-
hind, to difcover the perfon who locked at him; to-
tally unable to make out how all this was produced.

Nor did Lee Boo’s furprize at fecing himfeif in the
mirror, much exceed that of each of our own peo.
ple, though the caule was different, not one of them
having ever got a glimpfe of their own face from the

. time of the wreck, each having only noticed the hol.

low-eyed and lank look of his companions; but
when they now ftood before the mirror, every one
individually perceived that hard labour, hard living,
fpare diet, and anxiety of mind, had wroughta change
in every countenance far greater than they could have

* imagined.

After paffing an evening, which had been render-
ed pleafant.and chearful from the hofpitality of their
hoft, and the fimplicity of Lez Boo, our people re.
tired for the night : whether Lee Boo paffed it in fleep,
or in refleting on the occurrences of the day, is un
certain ; but it is more than probable they werein
the morning recolle&ted by him i the confufed man.
ner in which we recall the traces of a dream,

The next day he had more leifure to examine
the houfe in which they had flept ; the upright walls
and flat cielings fiill continued to be the objeds of
his furprize; he was perpetually feeling the firfl, 2
if he thought he could thereby gain an idea of their

(ol
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conftrudtion; hut the latter feeming felf-fupported, D:ggs:
was beyond what his mind could at that time com- Tu,fd,,.
prehend.

As our people were too numerous to remain with
Mr. M¢Iniyre, without trefpaffing on him, Captain
Wilfon requefted his afliftance to form an eftahlih-
ment of their own; in which he complied, hy ac-
commodating .them with a houfe belonging to an:
Englifb gentieman then at Canon ; and having pro-
vided them with fervants and neceffaries for their
tahle, they fent for the crew of the Oreolong on fhore,
leaving one officer and a few men on board, whe
were alternately relieved.

Soon after our people came on fhore, fome of
them went to purchafe things they were in want of,
in doing which they did not forget Lee Boy, who
was a favourite with them all; they bought him
fome little trinkets, fuch as they thought would from
their novelty pleafe him.—Amongft them, wasa firing
of large glafs beads, the firft fight of which almoft
threw him into an ecftafy; he hugged them with
a tranfport that could not he exceeded hy the inte-
refted pofleflor of a firing of pearls of equal magni-
tude.—His imagination told him he had in his hands
all the wealth the world could afford him.-He ran
with eagernefs to Captain Wilfen, to fhew him his
riches, and, enraptured with the idea that his fami.
ly fhould fhare them with him, he, in the utmoft
agitation, intreated Captain Wilon would immedi.

U2 ately
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1783. ately get him 2 Chingfz veflel, to carry his treafures
e 2o Pelew, and deliver them to the King, that he

might diftribute them as he thought beft, and there.
by fee what a country the Eng/i/b had conveyed him
to; adding, that the people who carried them thould
tell the King, that Lee Beo would foon fend him
other prefents. He alfo told Captain Wilfen, that if
the people faithfuily executed their charge, he would
(independent of what Abba Thulle would give them)
prefent them at their return with one or two beads,
as a reward for their fidelity.~Happy ftate of fim-
plicity and innocence, whofe pleafures can be pur-

. chafed on fuch eafy terms, and whofe felicity arifes

from an ignorance of thofe ohjells which difquiet
the human race, and agitate their paffions! But one
grieves to think this fentiment cannot be indulged,
without reflefting how foon a knowledge of the
world deftroys the illufion of this enviahle enchant.
ment !

In a few days Captain Wilfin received letters from
the fupra-cargoer, exprefling their concern for his
misfortunes, and the fatisfattion they received in his
fafe return, with his fhip’s company, after fo many
perils; accompanying the letters with a variety of

- neceffaries, and warm clothes, and advifing the dif.

pofal of the veffel and ftores, as the Chingfe govern.
ment would not admit of her coming up to Whan.

poa, without paying duty and port charges to a con

-{iderable amount.

M’g
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Mr. MtIntyre alfo received letters, defiring hlmD:geﬂs

to furnifh them with money, and‘every thing elfe they
migbt be in want of ~They alfo received eongratu-
latory letters from their particular friends, on their
arrival at Macoa, after the hardfhips they had ful-
tained ; and thefe were accompanied by other letters
from the commanders of feveral of the Company’s
thips, kindly offering to accommodate them with a
paffage to England.~And it would be an injuftice
to the gratitude and feelings of Captain Wilfen and
bis officers, fhould the vecorder of thefe events omit
fo mention tbe kind treatment they experienced from
the Company's fupra-cargoes; from feveral Portu-
guefe gentlemen, inhebitants of Macea; and alfo from

the Commodore of their fhips, who being almoft

ready to fail for Europe, offered Captain Wilfon, with
many kind expreffions, a paffage in his thip, for him.
felf, and fuch other perfons as ke might with to
take with him.

Whiift Les Boo vemained at Macoa, he had fre-
quent opportunities of feeing people of different na.
tions; and alfo was fhewn three Englih women,
who having loft their hufbands in India, had been
fent from Madras thither, and were waiting tbere
to return to Europe, to whom the new man, as be was
called, gave the preference to any otber of the fair

fex he had feen.—This early decifion made in favour

of gur.country-women, and made by one who could
feel
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D:ggi.. feel no prejudices, hut judged hy his eye—had this

amiable youth lived to have heen much known in
England, muft have infured him the countenance
and favour of all the ladies,

Having no quadrupeds at Pelew, the two dogs
left there were the only kind he had feen; there-
fore the theep, goats, and other cattle which he met
with whiift at Macea, were viewed with wonder. The
Newfoundland dog, which had been given to his
uncle Arra Kooker, heing called Sailer, he applied
the word Sailor to every animal that had four legs.
~SBecing fome horfes in a ftahle, he called them’

.Clow Sailor, that is, Great Saifor ; hut the next day

feeing a man pafs the houfe on horfeback, he was
himfelf fo wonderfully allonithed, that he wanted
every one to go and fee the firange fight. He went
afterwards to the {tahles where the horfes were; he
felt, he firoaked them, and was inquifitive to know
what their food was, having found, hy offering them
fome oranges he had in his pocket, that they would
pot cat them. He was eafily perfuaded to get on
one of their hacks; and when he was informed
what a pohle, docile, and vfeful animal it was, he

" with much earneftnefs hefought the Captain to get

one {ent to his uncle Raaz Kook, to whom he faid
he was fure it would be of great fervice,

They were now waiting for a permit and boats to
take them to Canton, when Captain Churchill of the

Walpole,
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Walpole, having made his paflage to Chinaagainit the 1783.

. Monfoon, arriving at Macoa at this time, was fo
obliging as to accommodate them with a paflage to
Whampaa ; only Mr. Benger, with five or fix of the
men, remaining at Macoa with the Oroolong, till the
fhould be difpofed of.

During the time Lee Boo was in the Walpole, he

had fufficient matter to keep all his faculties awake ; -

the furniture, tahles, chairs, lamps, and the upright
bulk-heads, with the deck over head, were all fur~
prifing; after his eye had in filence run over thefe
objets, he whifpered to Captain Wilfon, that Clow
Ship was Houfe. It is more than probable that no-
thing on board the Walpole efcaped his notice, as it
was evident nothing on fhore did.—At Canton, the
number of houlfes, the variety of thops, and the mul-
titude of artificers, induced him to fay, there was a
Tackalby for every thing.—Being at the Company’s
tahle, at the faltory, the veflels of glafs, of various
fhapes and fizes, particularly the glafs chandeliers,
attraéted his notice.~~When, on looking round, he
furveyed the number of attendants ftanding behind
the gentlemen’s chairs, he vbierved to Captain Wil
Jen, that the King, his father, lived in a manner very
different, having only a little fith, a yam, or a cocoa.
nut, which he eat from off a leaf, and drank out of
the fhell of the nut ; and when his meal was finifhed,
wiped his mouth and his fingers with a hit of cocoa-
st huk; whereas the company prefent cat a hit of

ORG
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1783. one thing, and then a hit of another, the fervants
e always fupplying them with a different plate, and

different forts of veflels to drink out of.—He fecmed
from the firft to relith tea ; coffee he difliked the fmell
of, and therefore refufed it, at the fame time telling
Captain Wilfon be would drink it if be ordered bime—
On their arrival at Macea, one of the feamen heing
much intoxicated, Lee Boo expreffed great concern,
thinking him very ill, and applied to Mr. Sharp, the

" furgeon, to go and fee him ; being told nothing ma.

terial ailed him, that it was only the effet of liquor,
that common people were apt to indulge in, and that
he would foon be well, he appeared fatisfied ; but
would never after even tafle fpirits, if any. were of.
fered him, faying, it was not drink fit for gentlemen.
~~As to his eating and drinking, he was in both tem-
perate to a degree.

After they had been about five or {ix days at Can-
ton, Mr. Benger, and the men who remained with

- him at Macoa, accomipanied hy Mr. M¢Infyre, came

up in one of the country-boats to Canton.—The win-
dow where Lee Boo was then at hreakfaft locked to-
wards the water ; the moment he got a diftant view
of them, without faying a word to the Captain, or
other perfon, he {prang from his feat, and was at the
edge of the river before the hoat reached the fhore ;
he received them with fuch joy and eagernefs, and
fhook their hands with fuch expreflions of affec-

tion,
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tion, as won thei ft be feemed i -18
n, as won their warmeft regard; be feemed impa- _1783.

tient till be could get them into the houfe, fearmg
that by flaying behind they had not fared fo well a3
himfelf.

Whben our people went on board the Wa{pa!e, Mr,
M¢Intyre had kindly undertaken to manage the bu~
finefs of difpofing of the Oroolong ; fhe was accor-
dingly put up to auétion, and fold for feven hundred
Spanife dollars.—It having been judged that the two
time-pieces wonld fetchb more money at Canton, they
were brougbt up there for fale, as were alfo the fur.
geon's inflruments, they being intended as a prefent
to Mr. Sharp ; but tbe carpenter’s mate objetting to
relinquifh his fhare in them, in confequence of his
tools having been difpofed of, Mr, Sharpy declined
the offer; they were therefore put up to fale at Can-
ton, with tbe tirne-piece, and bought by Captaixi Wil-
Jon, who prefented tbem to Mr. Sharp, as an acknow-
ledgment for his attention to, and care of, the thip’s
company, of wbom not a fingle man had died,
or been unable to do duty for any lengtb of time,
fince their leaving England.

'Whilit at Camton, feveral gentlemen, who had been
at Madagafear, and other places, whbere the tbrowing
of the fpear is prattifed, and who themfelves were in
fome degree fkillled in tbe art, having exprefled a
with to fee Lee Bov perform this exercife; they af-
fembled at the hall of the faltory for that purpofe.c—

Lee
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I; :123;5. Lee Boo did not at firfk point -his {pear to any parti.

cular objedt, but only fhook and poifed it, as is uf.
ally done before the weapon is thrown from the
band ; this they were alfo able to do: but propofing
to aim at fome particular point, they fixed this point
to be a gauze cage which hung up in the hali, and
had 2 bird painted in the middle ; Lee Boo tock up -
his fpear with great apparent indifference, and, level
ling at the little bird, ftruck it through the head,
aftonifhing all his competitors, who, at the great 4it
tance from whence they flung, with much difficulty
even hit the cage.

He was greatly pleafed with the ftone building
and fpacious rooms in the houfes at Canton; but the
flat ceilings flill continued to excite his wonder; he
oftenl compared them with the floping thatched roofs
at Pelew, and faid, by the time he went back he
fhould have learnt how it wasdone, and would then
tell the people there in what manner they oughtto
build.——The benefiting his country by whatever he
faw, feemed to be the point to which all his obferva.
tions were direted.

Being at the boufe of Mr. Freeman, one of the
Jupracargees, amonglt the things brought in for ta
was a fugar-dith of blue glafs, which much ftruck
Lee Boo's fancy. The jay with which he viewed it,
induced tbat gentleman, after tea, to carry him into
another room, whbere there were two barrels of the

fame
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fame kind of hiue glafs (which held about two qnarts 1783
Decomb,

each) placed on hrackets: his eye was again caught
by the fame alluring colour, he looked at them ea-
gerly, then went away, and returned to them with
new delight: the’ gentleman ohferving the pleafure
they gave him, told him he would make him 3 pre-
fent of them, and that he fhould carry them to Pe-
lew ; this threw him into fuch a tranfport of joy he
could hardly contain himfelf; he declared them to
be a great treafure, and that when he returned, his
father, Abba Thulle, thould have them; he wifhed
bis relations at Pelew could hut fee them, as he wag
fure they would he loft in aftonithment,

As there were fome of the Company’s fhips that
were foon to fail for England, Captain Wilfon de-
clined two advantageous offers of the command of
country fhips, thinking it his duty to emhrace
the earlielt opportunity of acquainting, in perfon,
-the India Company, with the fate of the Antelops,
and the particular circumftances attending it.

1t ftill remained for him to lay before the compa-
nions of his adverfe fortune, a ftatement of the dif.
-ferent fales, and give to every map an equal fhare
~of what they had produced; which being fettled,
Captain Wilfon acquainted his officers and men, that
they were now at liberty te provide far themfelves
as opportunity fhould offer, at the fame time recome
mendmg to them all, but particularly his officers, to

return
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return to England, where, he had no doubt, hut
that the Honourahle Company would recompenfe,
in fome meafure, every individual for the bardfhips
they had fultained ; declaring that he feit himfelf in
the higheft degree obliged to them for the good
order, the unanimity, and the excellent condul
they had fo cheerfully perfevered in, during the try.

~ ing fcenes they had experienced together, and which

bad afforded them an opportunity of teftifying their
zeal for the general fervice ; which it thould be his
bufinefs to reprefent in fuch terms ay their whole
behaviour truly merited, '

Mr, Sharp, who, from the time of leaving the

" Pelew flands, bad taken Lee Boo under his imme.

diate care, now refigned his charge to Captain

" Wilfen, and came home in the Lafiells, Captain

Wakefield ; the other officers and people engaged in
differént thips, as vacancies offered, but moft of
the men embarked in the York, Captain Blanchard ;
nor did any of them feparate without fome emo-
tions of concern in quitting thofe companions with
whom they had fhared fo many difficulties.

Lee Boo emharked with Captain Wilfen in tix
Morfe, Captain Fofeph Elfiott, who, in the moft
friendly manner, accommodated them to England.
And, as we have now difpofed of, and difperfed sl
thofe who formerly compofed the complement of
the Antelpe, 1 fhall, for the prefent, leave their

refpetted
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relpected Commander purfuing, with our young 2788
Prince, his voyage to England ~Being inclided to
hope that the charafer and conduét of thefe hither.
to unknown people, whom I have introduced in
the foregoing narrative, have interefted the reader,
I fhall now give fome account of the Government,
Cuftoms, Manners, and Arts, of the Natives of
Pelew, as far ag 1 have been able to colle& them,
from the different reports of the Captain, and fuch
of his officers who have favoured me with theis
communications.

Tt

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XX

General ldea of the Ylands—Of the King—0f the
GeneralOf the Chief Minifter.~0Of the Ru-
packs.—Of 1he Nature of Property at Pelew.

THE Palss or Pelew iftands are a chain of fmall
iflands, fituated between the sth and gth degree of
north latitude, and between 130° and 136° degress
of eaft longitude from Gr2enwich, and lie in a N. E.
and S, W, dire&tion : they are long hut narrow, of
a moderate height, well covered with wood, at leaft
fuch of the iflands as our people had an opportunity
of fecing. They are circled on the weft fide bya
reef of coral, of which no &nd could be feen from
any eminences they were on ; this reef in fome places
extends five or fix leagues from the fhore, and in no
parts that were vifited lefs than two or three.

The reader will bear in mind that the Antelspe
was not a fhip particularly fent out to explore undil-
covered regions, or prepared to inveftigate the man.
ners of mankind; it had not on hoard philofophers,
botanifts, draughtfmen, or gentlemen experienced
in fuch fcientific purfuits as might enahie them to
examine with judgment objelts which prefented
themfelves, of trace nature through all her laby-
rinths.~Diftrels threw them on thefe iflands, and

when
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ihen there, every thought was folely occupied on
he means of getting away, and liberating them-
sives from a fituation of all otbers the moft borri-
de to the imagination, that of being cut off for ever
tom the fociety of the reft of the world.

Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at firlt ap-
eared, the gloom it caft over them was foon dil-
elled, hy finding tbemfelves amongft an humane
ke of men, who were fuperior to the wilh of

king any advantage of their diftrefs; who had’

earts to feel for what our peopled fuffered ; bene-
vlence to relieve their immediate wants ; and gene-
ofity to co-operate with them in every effort to work
ut their deliverance.—The Englifb pofiefled what
s in their eftimation of the bigheft value—iron
nd arms. The Malay wreck had, for tbe firft time,
hrown in their way a few pieces of the former;
he ufe and power of the latter had only been dif-
overed to tbem by the ill fortune of our country-
sen~~Thefe objetts, fo defirable to them, they
night unqueftionably have poffeffed themfelves of,
ke number of our people, capable of bearing arms,
ring only twenty-feven, the Captain and Surgeon
bcluded ; hut their notions of moral re&itude lay
8 a barrier again{t tbe intrufion of fuch a thought;
~renouncing every advantage of power, they ap-
roached them only witb the fmiles of benevolence.
All the varied courtefies offered to the Englifh by
he natives, from whom a very different line of
condu

-
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- condu®t had been apprehended, operated forcibly

on their minds ; and their misfortune happening at
a moment when their affiltance was very material

. for Abba Thulle's fervice againft his enemies, this

circomitance foon formed a comneion, and pro-
duced an unreferved intercousfe and {leady friend.
fhip hetween the natives and our countrymen,
which, during the thirteen weeks they remained
there, afforded them opportunity of ohferving -the
manners and difpofiions of the inhahitants, and
thereby to form fome notion of their government
and cuftoms.~If they were not enabled to trace the
current of power through all its various channels,
their ohfervations could purfue it to the fountain-
head, from whence the whole feemed to take its
rife; and it appeared beyond a doubt that the chief

- authority was lodged in the perfon of

ABBA THULLE, THE KING.

At Pelew the King was the firlt perfon in the
government. He appeared to be confidered as the
father of his people; and, though divefled of all
external decorations of royalty, had every mark of
diftinétion paid to his perfon.~—His Rupacks or
Chiefs approached him with the greatelt refped;
and his common fubjelts, whenever they paffed near
him, or had occafion to addrefs him, put their hands
hehind them, and crouched towards the ground;
~-even if they were paffing any houfe or place

. : where
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where the King was fuppofed to be, they humiliated
tbemfelves in tbe fame manner, till they had got
beyond his probable prefence, when they refume
ed their ufual mode of walking. On all oceafions
the behaviour of Abba Thulle appeared gentle and
gracious, yet always full of dignity; be heard what.
ever his fubjefls had to fay to him, and, by his
affability and condefcenfion, never fuflered them to
go away diffatisfied.—This perlonage, however great
he was held at Pelew, was not underftood by our
people to poflels a fovereignty over all the iffands
wbich came within tbeir knowledge.—The Rupacks
of Emungs, Emillegue, and Artingall, and the Rupack
Maath, were independent in their own territories.—
Yet Abba Thulle had feveral iflands over which he
ruled; and all the obfervations that follow are folely
confined to his government, though it is not impro-
bable that the other iflands might have much fimili.
tude in their fyftem.

Upon all occurrences of moment, he convened
the Rupacks and officers of ftate ; their councils were
always held in the open air, upon tbe fquare pave.
ments wbich have fo frequently been ‘mentioned in
the foregoing narrative, where the King firft fated
the bufinefs upon which he had aflembled them, and
fubmitted it to their confideration; each Rupack
prefent delivered his opinion, but without rifing
from his feat : when the matter before them was fet-
tled, the King, ftanding up, put an end to the coun-

)¢ , ¢l
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cil.—After which they often entered into familiar
gonverfation, and fometimes chatted together for
an hour after their bufinefs was difpatched.

When any méﬁ'age was brought to the King,
whether in council or eifewhere, if it came hy one
of the common people, it was delivered at fome
diftance, in 2 low voice, to one of the inferior Ru-
packs ; who, hending in an humble manner, atthe
King’s fide, delivered the meflage in a low tone of
voice, with his face turned afide.~His commands
appeared to be abfolute; though he ated in no
important bufinefs without the advice of his Chiefs:
In council there was a particular ftone on which the
King fat; the other Rupacks did not always take the
fame place, feating themfelves fometimes on his
right band and fometimes on his left.

Every day in the afternoon the King, whether
he was at Pelew, or with the Englifh at Oroslong,
went to fit in public, for the purpole of hearing any
requefts, or of adjufting any difference or difpute
which might have arifen among his fubjeéts,

. As thefe people had but little property to create
diffenfion,; and no lawyers to foment animofity, it
is prohable that the immutahle houndaries of nght
and wrong were perfeltly underftood, and not often
violated ; whenever they were, the offending party
received the King's cenfure, which expofed them to
general fhame; a lentence, to uncorrupted minds,
far more fevere than any penal inflitution.—They

could
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could not recur to the dubious conftrution of five
hundred laws, vaguely conceived, and worfe un-
derftood ; under the obfeurity of which, in civis
lized ‘countries, the artful villain too often takes
fhelter, and the injured fit down more oppreffed.
—Fappy for them, they were ighorant of that
cafuiftry and refinement which can argue vice

into virtue! nor were acquainted with the lau.

danum of rhetoric; whofe property will occafionally
benumb and lay dormant the power of common
underftandings ! —They had no conception that
there exifted polithed nations, where it was infis
nitely more expenfive to fue for juftice than to
fubmit to fraud and oppreflion {—-nations where
men’s saths only, not men's words, were credited !
and where there were found wretches who dared
attack the properties and lives of their fellow.
citizens, by affertions of falfbood, whillt they fo-
lemnly and impioufly invoked the God of Heaven
to atteft their truth /»—Born the children of Na.
ture, and fecluded from the corruption of the
world, her laws were their general guide.—Their
real wants were few, and they faw nothing to ex
cite artificial ones.~«Every one feemed to be oc.
cupied with their own humble purfuits; and, as
far as our people, in a ftay of three months with
'the natives, could decide, appeared to condu&
themfcives toward each other with great civility
and benevolence; for they never obferved any

X 2 wrangling

%93



194

AN ACCOUNT OF

wrangling or open paffion.—Even when children
were difputing or fighting, they ftrongly marked
their difpleafure, hy flifling with rehuke their little
impetuofities.

THE GENLERAL.

"The next is power was the King’s brother, Ras
Kook, officially General of all his forces.—It washid
duty to fummon the Rupacks to attend the King,
on whatever expedition or purpofe they were called;
hut though Ras Kook alted as Commander in Chief,
yet all the executive orders came from the King,
whenever he attended in perfon, as fully appeared
when they went on the fecond expedition to Artin-
gall, where the canoes attendant on the King convey-
ed to the General all the refolutions which he thonght
advifeahle to adopt.—The General, as the King’s
next hrother, was his prefumptive heir; the fuccef-
fion of Pelew not going to the King’s children, tili
it had pafled through the King’s hrothers ; fo that
after the demife of 4bba Thulle, the fovereignty
would have defcended to Ras Kook, on his demife
to Arra Kooker, and, on the death of this laft bro.
ther, it would have reverted to the eldeft fon of
Abba Thulle ; on which contingency, Lui Bill being
the prefumptive heir, would, during the reign of
his laft furviving uncle, have become of courfe the
hereditary General; as Lee Boo would when the
fovereignty had fallea to his elder brother.

. THE
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THE MINISTER.

The king was always attended by a particular

Chief, or Rupack, wbo did not appear to poflefs.

any bereditary office, but only a delegated au
thority.~He was always near the Xing’s perfon,
and the Chief who was firlt confulted: but whe-
ther his office was religious or civil, or botb, our
people could not learn with any certainty.~He
was not confidered as a warrior, nor ever bore

arms; and had only one wife, whereas the other

Rupacks had two.—The Englift were never in-
vited to his boufe, or introduced into it, although
they were condufted to almoft all tbofe of the
other Chiefs. .

THE RUPACKS.

"This clafs, though confiderable in number, could
only be regarded as Chiefs, or, to defcribe them
by Eurgpean notions, might be denominated the
nobles: tbey were not all of the fame degree, as
was diftinguifhable by a difference in tbe Bore
they wore; fome were created whillt our peo-
ple were there, after the fecond enmgagement at
Artingall~Thefe marks of honour were conferred
folely by the King, in the manner already deferib-
ed, when Captain Wilon was invefled with the

bigheft
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higheft Order of the Bone *.—~The principal Rupacks

generally attended the King, and were always ready
at his command, to accompany him on any expedi~
tion, with a number of canoes, properly manned,
and armed with darts and fpears, who were to re-
main with him till they had his permiffion to return
home with their dependants.—Though in this part
of their government we trace an outline of the
feudal fyftem, yet, from the very few opportnnities
our people could have of inveftigating points of
internal government, it appeared to them that the
titles of Rupacks were perfonal hadges of rank and
diftinGion, nor did they apprebend they were here-
ditary honours, unlefs in the reigning family, who
muft of neceflity he of this clals; therefore, as to
the extent of the power or privileges of the Ruparks,
1 conceive it far hettem to leave thefe matters to fu-
ture difcoveries (fhovld any hereafier be made) than
to obtrude opinions on a fuhject that might turn out
to he fallacious.—Thus much feemed certain, that
all thofe of the firft order were fummoned to Abba
Thulle’s councils, paid him on every occafion a vifi.
ble obedience, and were themfelves much refpefed
hy the reft of the people,

#* "The form of the Bone of the bighef Order is Bigured in phte
IV. fig. 3. Qur people never knew what animal this was 3 bone

of ; but, by fubmitting the infpetion of it to the beR authonty
in ths country, it is fuppofed to be part of the bone of a whale,

or fom> animal of that chcies.
PROPERTY.
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PROPERTY,

Confidering that dnring the time our people re.
sained on thefe iflands, their minds were principally
engaged by their. own concerns, it will bardly be fup.
poled they had much leifure to inveftigate a fubjed
of this nature..As far as they could obtain intelli-
gence.on this point, they underflood that the natives
only poffefled, a property in their work and Iabour,
but no abfolute one in the foil, of which the King
appeared to be general preprietor.~-A man’s houfe,
furniture, or canoe, was confidered as his private
property 3 as was alfo the land allotted him, as long

2s he occupied and cultivated it; but whenever he

temoved with his family to another place, the ground
he held reverted to the King, who gave it to whom
he pleai'ed, or to thofe who folicited to cultiyate it.
Every family occupied fome land for their mainte.
nance, neceflity impofed this labous on them; and
the portion of time which they could fpare from
providing for tbeir natural wants, paffed in the
exercife of fuch little arts, as, while they kept them
induftrious and allive, adminifiered to their conves
pignce and comfort.

CHAPTER

o+
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Of the Produce of Pelew, and of the Way of Life of
the Natives.

PRODUCE

EVERY part of the ifland called Céorooraa, of
which Pelew was the Capital (_:;s far as our people
had opportunities of making obfervations) feemed to
bear the marks of induftry and good cultivation,e
All the iflands which our people faw were well cover-
ed with trees of various kinds and fize, fome of
them being very large, as may eafily be conceived
by their canoes made out of trunks, which, when
of the largeft dimenfions, were capable of carrying
twenty-eight or thirty men.—They had & great va-
riety of timber-trees, among which was noticed the
Ebony, and 4 tree, that, being pierced or wounded
by a gimblet, there ran from it a thick wbite liquid,
of the confiftence of cream.—They had alfo a fpe-
cies of the Manchineel tree, in cutting down of
which our people ufed to get bliftered and fivelled;
the inhabitants pointed out the caufe, faying, that
it was owing to their being fprinkled by the fap of
this tree.~This they reckoned among tbe unlucky

trees,
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trees, and advifed our people againft the ufe of it.
. —Bat the moft fingular tree noticed at Pelew, was
one, in fize and in its manner of branching, not
unlike*our Cherry-tree, but in its leaves refembling
the Myrtle. Its peculiarity was, that it had no
bark, having only an outward coat of about the
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, though
equally clofe in texture ; the colour of the interior
part being nearly that of mahogany, and fo extreme-
ly bard, tbat few of the tools which the Engli/b had
could work it, the wood breaking their edges almoft
every moment ; a circumftance which, very early
in the conftruftion of tbeir 'veflel, determined our
people againft tbe ufe of it.—They bad alfe the
Cabbage-tree ; and a tree whole fruit nearly refem-
bled an almond ®; the Carambola; and the wild
Bread fruit, called by the matives Riamall~Yams ¢
and cocoa-nuts being the chicf article of fuftenance;
were attended to with the utmoft care; the former
were of the grey mottled kind; the latter were in
large plantations, affording botb food and thade.—
The beetle-nut they bad in abundance, and made
great ufe of it, though only when green ; contrary
to the praftice of the people of India, who never
ufe it but when dry.~~They pofleffed Plantains and
Bananas, Seville oranges and lemons; neither of
thefe were in any confiderable quantity ; therefore

* Terminalia catappa of Linxxus,
4 dArum feulentum of Livnxvs,

only
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only produced on vifits, or occafions of more thag
common cefemony.~1o thefe may be added, the
jamboo-apple, mentioned in page 257, as hrought
when Lee Boo firft appeared.—This country pro-
duced fome fugar-cane, and great ahundance of the
bamhoo; likewife the Turmeric, whick the natives
ufed as a dye, and with which the women flained
their &ins.~-They have ochre, both red and yellow,

" with which they paint their houfes and canoes.

None of the iflands the Englih vifited had any
kind of grain; nor any quadsuped whatever, ex,
cept fome brownith grey rats, which ran wild in
the woods, and three or four meagre cats, which
were feen in fome houfes at Pelew, probahly hrought
on fome drift or part of a canoe of other iflands,
wrecked on the reef—This might excite them to
admire fo much the two dogs our people left with
them, which unlyckily were hoth males.

As to birds, they had plenty of common cocks
and bens, which, though fhcy were not domefti.
cated, hut ran ahout the woods, yet loved to get
near their houles and plantations; and, what will
appear fingular (confidering their little variety of
food) they had never made any ule of them, till our
people faw them, and told the natives they were
excellent to eat.—"The Englifh, at the defire of dbba
Thulle, killed fome, and boiled them ; the King was
the firlt who tafted them; he thought them good,
and frequently partook of them afierwards, fo that

oury
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our people put them in pofleflion of a new dith; the
men appeared pleafed at feeing them killed, and
would go out on purpofe to drive them in their way.
Though the natives had not till now made thefe
birds an article of food, yet, when they went into
the woods, they frequently eat their eggs; but they
did not admire them for being newly laid ; the lux-
ury to them was, when they could fwallow an im-
perfed chicken in the bargain.—Pigeons they had
allo in the woods.~—At the time of breeding, they
took the young from the neft, and brought them up
near their houles, keeping them on a perch tied by
one leg, and feeding them on yams; this bird was
accounted a great dainty, as we have had occafion
to fee, by its being fo fparingly ufed, and none, but
thole of a certain dignity, permitted to eat thereof.
~-The people of Pelew were wonderfully adtive and
expert in climbing up trees in queft of thele nefts,
or any thing elfe that was an object of their purfuit.
Thefe which I have mentioned, were the only birds
they ufed to eat.—Our people left them two geefe,
the only remains of their live ftock.

Several birds were feen flying about, whofe plu.
mage appeared to be extremely beautiful, but they
probably might be of the fame kinds as are found in
different countries between the tropics.~—~The iflands
had alfo feveral fmall birds, wbofe notes were very
melodious, particularly one which ufed to fing every
morning and evening, and had a pipe {weet as 2 fla-

' gelet ;

3ot



307

AN ACCOUNT OF

gelet ; our people often tbought they were under
the very tree whence the notes of this little bird
came, yet none of them. were ever certain they had
feen it.

They had a variety of fith, befide the fort I have
already defcribed (page 123); and feveral fmaller
kinds, of very beantiful colours and a variety of
fhapes, particularly one to which the Eng/ih gavetbe
name of the Unicorn, from a2 horn growing out of its
forehead ; its fkin was rough, like a fmall fhark or
dog-fifh, which it alfo refembled in fhape and colour,
Tbey had tbe grey mullet, which they crimped, and
frequently eat raw., They kill the fhark, when they
chance to come within tbe coral reef; this tbey do
by fpearing them, and afterwards getting ropes round
them, then dragging them on fhore; the fleth of the

- fhark was efteemed by them as very delicate. They

had alfo feveral kinds of fhell-fith; fuch as the fea
cray-fith, of the fame fort as in the Mediterranean
and other European coafts :—-and turtle, which the
natives boiled, and feemed to admire. They had
befide oyfters, mulcles, and a variety of cockles, par<
ticulerly the Kima cockle ® 5 this they frequently got
by diving, at which tbe natives were amazingly ex.
pert; they would fometimes dive dqwn in fix or
feven fathom water, and if the fhell was very large,
two of them would contrive to bring it up between
them. This fith they commeonly eat raw.

* Chama Gigar of Lisnivys.
The
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The iflands of Peleaw, when viewed from the fea,
exhibited high rugged land, well covered with wood.
The interior part was in many places mountainous,
but the vallies were extenfive and beautiful, fpread-
ing before the eye many delicious profpe@s. The
foil was in general rich; they had a great deal of
grafs, which, having no cattle whatever to eat down,
grew high, and was fcorched and humnt up hy the
heat of the fun. QOur people faw no river at Pelew;
their fupplies of frefh water being from fmall fireams
and ponds, of which there were many. The chief
fource at Oroolong, was the well-at the back of the
ifland, which afforded the Engli/h fuficient for theis
ufe whilft they remained there, and enough to wa.
ter their veflel for their voyage, by collefling it daily
in catks till they had ohtained as much as they ftood
in need of.

OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING.

From the ahove account of the fcanty produce
of thefe iflands, it muft he evident that no luxury
reigned in them. To their ufual mode of living,
on particular occafions they added fome {weetmeats,
which they ohtained by the aid of a fyrup extratted
either from the palm-tree, or the fugar.cane (which
grows fpontaneous) and with which alfo they made
their fweet-drink. Their fweetmeats were of three
forts ;—the firlt, and the one that was moft plenti-
ful, was made of the kernels of old cocoa nuts,

: feraped
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foraped into a coarfe kind of flour, then mixed with
the fyrup, and {immered over a flow fire till it he.
came of a proper confiftence, and whilft warm was
put up in leaves ; it acquired fuch hardnefs by keep-
ing, that a knife would hardly cut it; the natives
called it Waolell, and was the fame our failors deno-
minated Choak Dsg—~The fecond fort was made of
the fruit alteady mentioned as refembling the almond,
not bruifed, hut whole, boiled in the fame manner,
and put in leaves.—The third was a wet fweetmeat,
clear and tranfparent ; - this was uncommon, hut was
made at Captain Pi/jon's comning away, and prefent.
ed to him in the fame large tureen of wood which
was brought out on his firflt vifit to the King. A&
ba Thulle, when he prefented it, faid, that he gave
him the tureen*, hut that his wives had pre-
pared the {weetmeat on purpofe for him. On the
Captain’s noticing that it appeared different from
any of the forts he had feen before, and withing to
know of what it was made, Raa Kook difpatched
a man, who in an hour returned with two freth-
gathered plants; from the root of them this fweet-
meat was made, which in fhape, fize, and colour,
refemhled a2 common turnip; its leaves were three
feet and upwards in length, but narrow and green ;

* Qur peaple could never learn the name by which the natives
called this velll, of which one only was feen, and thercfore bave
turmed it a tureen, as refembiing it io form,

4 Tt was probably the Tacca pinnwtifida of Linnxvus,
Captain
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Captain Wijfor was going to tafte a hit of the root
raw, hut they would not fuffer him, fignifying that
it was mot good, hy fpitting, as if they had fome.
thing unpleafant in their mouth. This fwectmeat
did not keep fo well as the other two forts, grow-
ing foort four.~They had alfo 2 method of fcraping
the kernel of the cocoa.nut into a pulp, whicht
when mixed with fome of their fweet drink, and
the juice of the four orange, had the appearance
of curds and whey.

Their mode of preferving fith, when there was
plenty, fo that it would keep a day or two, has
been fully explained in page 1go. Some of the
other forts of fith they boiled in flt-water, and
eat without any kind of fauce; they alo boiled
the fea cray-fith; hut the fmaller fort of thell-fith,
and the Kima Cockle, they ufually eat raw, fqueez-
ing only a little orange or lemonjuice over itj
and the grey mullet (though they fometimes boiled
it) yet was more commonly eaten raw : as foon as
caught, they cleaned and crimped it, then laid it

about an hour in the fun to harden, by which time '

it was fully dreil to their tafte.

They had no falt, nor did they mzke ufe of fauce
or feafoning in any thing they eat. Their drink
was as fimple as their diet: at their meals, the milk
of the cocoa-put was their ufual heverage; they
very feldom drank water, and indeed fo very little
of any thing, that it was a matter of furprize to

our
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our people, who conftantly ohferved it; yet on vifits,
or occafional rejoicings, they appeared to relifh their
fweet drink, and fherhet, which latter had only the
addition of fome juice of orange.

They rofe in general at day-light, and asfoonas
they were up, both men and women went to bathein
frefh water : they had feparate hathing.places; and
every man whofe hufinefs led him near thofe appro-
priated to the women, was obliged to make fome
particular halloo, which, if anfwered hy a female
voice, he could not go om, but either turned anc-
ther way, or waited till the women who were bath-
ing had left the water.

About eight o'clock was their hour of hreakfa.
ing; after wbhich, if there was any council to be
held, the King -met his Chiefs, and the common
people went to their different occupations ; at noon
they dined; and fupped foon after fnnfet, ufually
retiring to reft two hours after, Though this was
their common way of living, yet on occafions of
public rejoicing or feftivity, they would dance the
greateft part of the night.

They had no method, that was ohferved, of
meafuring time but by the height of the fun.—Their
feafons were divided into the wet and dry, as it
other tropical countries. They had fome knowledge
of the ftars, having names for feveral of them,
which they pointed out to our people.

Evay
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Every part of the Pelew iflands, that the Englih
vifited, appeared populous, though to what extent
of population they could never afcertain; but pro-
bable conjeéture migbt be formed, from Abba Thuls -
k& and his allies baving fent out, in the latt expedi-
tion againft Pelelew, near four thoufand men; nor
bad our people reafon to fuppofe but that there were
many more left hehind equally fit for fervice: even
had the occafion required it, perhaps their number
of canoes might not have been adequate to carry
to battle near their full firength.

Y - CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XXv.

Of their Houfes.—~Their domeftic Implements ~Their
Weapons of Ware—T heir Canoes.

THEIR HOUSES.

THEIR houfes were raifed about three feet from.
tbe ground, placed on large flones, whicly appeared
45 if cut from the quarry, being thick and oblong;
on thefe pedeftals the fonndation beams were lhid,
ftom whenee fprang the uptight fupports of their
fides, which were croffed by other timbers grooved
together, and faftened by wooden pins; the inter-

. mediate fpaces clofely filled up with bamboos and

palm-leaves, which they platted fo clofely and artifi-
cially as to keep their habitations warm and ex-
¢lude all wet; and their being raifed from the ground
preferved them from any humidity. The floors
were in general made of very thick plank, a fpace
of an inch or two being left between maay of them.
But in fome of the houfes they were compofed of
large bamboos fplit, which being perpetually trod-
den over, rendered them very flippery.—The interior
part of the houfe was without any divifion, the whole
forming onc great room.—kn general, the fire-place

: ftood
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ftood ahout the middle of it, funk lower than thé
floor, with no timber helow it, the whole fpace bes
ing filled up with hard rubhifh. Their fires were
" in common hut fmall, being moftly nfed to boil
their yams; and to keep up a little flame at night to
tlear away the dews, and fmoke the mofquitoes.—
Their windows came to the level of the floor, and
ferved both for doors and windows, having ftepping-
ftones at all of them to enter hy; to prevent any
inconvenience from wind or rain, which fo many
apertures might occafion, each of them had a ham-
boo frame or fhutter, interwoven as the fides of the
houfes werey; which fliding on hamboo rods, were
eafily flipt on one fide when any hody wanted to go
i ot out~On the top of the upright fides heams
were laid acrofs, from whence fprang the roof|
which was. pointed like out harns, the whole infide
being clear; this made their houfes within very

lofty and airy; the outfide of the roof was thatched .

very thick and clofe with bamhoos or palm-eaves,
—This was the general form of their houfes; fome
of which were from fixty t0 eighty feet in length,
hut thefe were appropriated to pubBc ufes, fuch as
meetings of hufinefs, or feftivity; at other times
they ferved the natives to aflemble and chat toge-
ther, when the women ufually hrought their work,
and joined in the converfation. Thofe which were
more properly domeftic hahitations, were the fame

Y3 hoth
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both in fhape and texture, though lefs in dimenfon.
~-ft was remarked, that the family kept on one fide
of the central fire-place, and tbe fervants on the
other.

OF THEIR DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS,

IN 2 country wbete no aid could be obtained-
from the affitance of iron tools, and where every
tbing which was convenient and ufeful could only
be produced by much time, labour, and patience,
and at laft fathioned by fuch poor means as necef-
fity, ftimulating invention, by flow degrees brought
about, it will not be expefted tbat their domeftic
implements would be numerous.

Among the things moft eflential to their idea of
comfort, were little bafkets, which they always car-
ried about with them ; they had different forts, fome
of them were of very mice texture, woven from
flips of the plantain leaf. In thefe they ufually car-
ried their beetle-nut, their comb, and their knife;
nor did they omit having a little twine in it, totie
up any thing they might want to keep together.
They had allo wooden bafkets with covers, very
nicely carved, and inlaid with fhells. Thefe they
hung up in their houfes, for ufe and decoration.

Their beft knives were formed of a piece of the
large mother of pearl oyfter-fhell, ground narrow,
and the outward fide a litle polifhedm=The fort

more
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THE PELEW ISLANDS. 31t

mote common was made of a piece of fome mufcle-
fhell, or of a fplit bamboo, which they fharpen to an
edge, and render exceedingly ferviceahle.

Their comhs were formed of the orange-tree ; the Sf; J);Iafr
handle and teeth fathioned from the folid wood, and €4
not in feparate pieces clofely connefted together
like thofe hrought from molt of tbe late- dxfcovered
iflands.

No man ftirred ahroad without his bafket of bee-
tle-nut.—The common order of people had a fhort
piece of hamhoo, in which they carried the powder-
ed chinam, to firew over the heetle-nut hefore they
put it in their mouths. The Rupacks or great people
had their chinam in a long flender hamhoo, nicely
polithed, and inlaid with pieces of fhells at each
end; and thefe were often not inelegantly fancied.

Their fithing-hooks were of tortoife-thell. Their g pine
twines, their cords, and all their fithing-nets, were /- /&4
well manufatured, and made from the hufks of
the cocoa-nut. The mats on which they flept, and
threw over them when at reflt, were formed of the
plantain-leaf.

At their meals they generally ufed a plantain-leaf
inftead of a plate; the fhell of the cocoa-nut ferving
as a cup to drink out of, which they fometimes
polithed very nicely. They made alfo veflels of a
kind of earthen-ware, of a reddith brown colour,
and moltly of an oval fhape. In thefe they heated

theiy
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their water, and boiled their fith, yams, &c.—Our
people obferved the natives were particularly care.
ful of this pottery, never permitting any of it to ap-
proach the fire unlefs gradually, and always moving
it with great caution; from which circumftances i
is probable they have not yet been able to difcover 2
method of burning it fufficiently.

" A bundle of cocoa-nut hutks, tied together, form.
ed a broom, to duft or fweep their habitations.—
The only conveniency they had of keeping water
in their boufes, or bringing it from their fprings,
was in thick bamhoos, that had a bore of five or fix
incbes diameter; thefe they placed upright, and
ftooped them when they wanted to pour any out,
being at tbe upper end lipped fo as to form a kind of
fpout.

" Their hatchets were not unlike thofe of the South
Sea iflands, of wbicb fo many have been feen in Eng.
land; tbe blade part being made of the ftrongeft
part of the large Kima Cockle, ground to a fharp
edge.—But they were happy to adopt iron, whenit
had been given to them.

They had alfo another kind of hatchet, whzch was
formed in 2 manner to move round in a groove, that
the edge might a&t langitudinally or tranfverfely,
by wbich it would ferve as a hatchet or an adze, a3
occafion required. -—-Uncouth as tbeir hatchets might
appear to our people, it was 2 matter of furprize, to
obferve in bow little 2 ump the natives were able to
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THE PELEW ISL.&NDS.

fell 2 tree with them, though not thhout hreakmg
feveral,

The things which I have ahove mentioned were
fuch as their natural wants required ; when thefe had
been provided againit, ingenuity thereto fuperadded
a few articles, which might in thefe iflands be deem.-
ed luxuries, " The fhell of the tortoife was there re-
“markahly beautiful, and the natives of Peleze had

difcovered the art of moylding it into little trays or

313

".difhes, and into fpoons, with which, on particalar g, plate
. -oceafions, they eat their fith and yams.~Some of 17, 'fg' L.

-the great ladies had alo hracelets of the fainevmanu-
‘faure, and ear-rings inlaid with thells,
- How they conceived this art of ‘working the tor-

See plate
T VLfgz.
AND
Plate 111,

toife-thell, or the idea of improving on a natural ad- fi 3-

vantage, or what proeefs they made ufe of to effeét

it, our people had no opportunity of difcovering. *

On days of public feftivity, there was ufually

brought out the veflel mentioned in page 101, and
there figured as reprefenting a hird, the top of which

lifted off, forming its hack. It contained about

thirty-fix Englifb quarts ; and was filled with fweet
drink for the King and his Rupacks. This ‘was
Abba Thulle's property ; and when one confiders it
as the work of fo much time and patience (and the
‘more eftimable, as.being the only veffel of the kind
in'thelr country) the King’s giving it to Captain
Wilfen at his departure, as already mentioned, was

an
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an additional proof of the liberality of thefe peaple,
who were ready to divelt themlfelves even of what
they molt valued, to give to their friends.

THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR

The principal weapons ufed in their battles were
fpears; they were commonly about twelve feet long,
formed of the hamboo, with the pointed end made
of fome wood exceedingly hard; they were harbed
tranfverfely, fo that, having once entered the body,
it was difficult to draw them out without lacerat.
ing the flefh, and widening to a great degrce the
wound,

Another war-weapon was the dart and ﬂmg.--
The fling was a piece of wood about two feet in
length, with a notch made in it, wherein the head
of the dart was fixed.~The dart was of bamboo,
pointed with an extreme hard and heavy kind of
wood, like the fpear, which they compreffed with
their hand, till the elafticity "of the hamboo had
formed fuch a curve as experience told them would
reach the objett aimed at ; then letting it flip from
the notch, it flew forth, and fell by its gravitation
with the point downward, fo asto effeét the porpofe
of being deltrutive if it fell upon the enemy.~-ltis
hardly to he conceived with what addrefs they di-

" vected this weapon, or the diftance at which jt would

prove mortal. Their fpears were only calenlated
: ; . e
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for a certain diftance, not being in general miffible
beyond fifty or fixty feet—They had other Ipears

315

about eighteen feet long, which were only ufed .

when they came to clofe quarters with the enemy.

When they went to hattle, fome of the Rupacks
carried in their canoes a kind of fword, made of
very hard wood, and inlaid with parts of fhells;
this they only made ufe of in perfonal engagement;
they were of fufficient-weight to cleave a man’s tkull,

QOur people faw a very few daggers, made of the
fting of the Ray./fb, which is jagged all upwards
from the point; they fheathed them in a hamboo,
and their handles were of wood, Yormed into fome
grotefque fhape; the whole length of the weapon
not exceeding thirteen inches.

THEIR CANOES.

As their battles were generally fought in canoes,
thefe may with propriety follow the account of their
warlike implements.

They were, like moft other canoes, made from
the trunk of atree dubbed out; hut our people,
. who had often feen veflels of this fort in many other

countries, thought thofe of Pefew furpafled in neat.

nefs and heauty any they bad ever met with elfe-
where ; the tree out of which they were formed grew
to a very confiderahle height, and refembled much
the Engli/b Afh.—They were painted red, both within

and

See plasa
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and without*, and inlaid with fhells in different
forms.—~When they went out in ftate, the heads and
‘flerns were adorned with a variety of fhells ftrung
on a cord, and hung in feftoons.—The fmallelt
veflel that they built could hold four or five people,
the largeft were able to contain from twenty-five to
thirty.~~They carried an outrigger, butonly on one
fide; and ufed latine fails made of matting.~—As
they were not calculated to refift a very rough fea,
they rarely went without the coral reef, and feldom,
within it, had any violent fea to encounter, whea-
ever it blew hard the natives always kept clofe un-
der fhore.—In vifits of ceremony, when the Kingor
the great Rupacks approached the place where they
intended to land, the rowers flourifhed their'paddles
with wonderful addrefs, and the canoés advanced
with a {tately movement ; at other times they got on
with an amazing velocity.—-When they went againft
Artingall, the little canoes, which our people term.

* As their mode of applying their paint was nncommon, it
may merit being particularly deferibed :wThe colours are crum.
‘bled with the hand inte water, whilk it is warming over a genthe
fire in earthen pots; they cascfully fkim from the furface what
¢ver dry leaves or dirt may float on the top; when they find it
fufficiently thick, they apply it warm, and let it dry upou the
wood : the next day they rub it well over with cocoa-nut oil;
and, with the dry hufk of the cocoz-nut, give it, by repested
rybbing, a polifh and Rability that the waves cannot wafh off.

ed
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ed frigates, as carrying orders from the King to his
officers, flew about like arrows, and fearcely feem-
ed to touch the water.—In the grand expedition to
Pelelew, where a ficet of upwards of three hundred
canoes, of different fizes, were collefted together,
they formed 2 mioft hegutiful and fplendid appears
ance,

” LHAPTER



318 AN ACCOUNT OF

CHAPTER XXVL

Of the Pegple and their Cuftoms~Of their Marria.
ges~=Of their Funerals~Qf their Religion—Ge.
neral Charaller of the Natives.

THE natives of thefe iflands are a flout, well-
made people, rather above the middle flature ; their
complexions are of a far deeper colour than what is
underflood by the Indian copper, but not black.—
Their hair is long and flowing, rather difpofed to
curl, which they moftly form into one large loofe
curl round their heads; fome of the women, whe
have remarkably long hair, let it fall loofe down
their backs.~It has already been obferved, that the
men were entirely naked; the women wore only
two little aprons, or rather thick fringes, one before
and one behind, about ten inches deep and feven
wide; thefe were made of the huiks of the cocoa-
nut fripped into narrow flips, which they dyed with
See Pl SiETEDt fhades of yellow: this, theiz: only drefs,
V. fg. 4. they tied round their waifts, commonly with a piece
of line, though fuch as were of higher rank ufeda
firing of fome kind of beads; the one figured in
plate VI fig. 1, was of a coarfe fort of cornelian,
and was worn by Erre Befs ; who underftanding
that Captain Wilfon bad a daughter, gave it to Mw
H. Wilfen,
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H. Wilfon, before his departure, as'a prefent for hie
filter,

Both men and women were tatooed, or, as they
call it, melgothed ; this operation took place, as our
people conceived, at a certain period of youth, they
having never feen any children of either fex marked
by it~—The men had their left ear bored, and the
women both; 2 few of the firft wore beads in the
perforated ear, ‘the latter put either fome leaf
through, or an ear-ring of tortoife-fheil inlaid. The
cartilage between tbe noftrils was alfo bored, in
both fexes, throngh which they frequently put a
little fprig or bloffom of fome plant or fhrub that
accidentally caught their fancy *.

When the men and women grew up, their teeth
were blacked ; this was done by the means of fome
dye; our people, whilft they remained at Pelew,
had no opportunity of feeing how the effeét was pro-
duced, underftanding only it was an operation that
was both tedious and painful; but it was after-
wards fully explained by Lee Boo to Captain Wilfon,
on his paffage to England—At Saint Helena, Lee
Boo appeared much delighted at finding fome ground-

% Perhaps it 1s owing to the defire of having the feent of
flowers, without the inconvenience of holding them, that the
Eaflern people bore the cartilage between the noftsils, The com-
mon people in Jealy alfo wear fweet-fmelling flowers fluck behind
the ear, in fuch a manner as to fall on the face, that they may
enjoy their fragrance when working or walking, '

fel,
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fel, and chewing it, rubbed his teeth With itwm
Captain Wilfon telling him it was not good to eat,
be gave him to underftand that they had it at Pelew,
and ufed it, with four otber herbs, bruifed together
and mixed with a lirtle cbinam into a pafte, which
was applied to the teeth every morning, in orderto
dye them black ; tbe patients lying witb their beads
upon the floor, and letting the faliva run out of their
mouths.~-At night, he faid, the pafte was taken
away, and they were permitted to eat a listle.—The
fame procefs was repeated the day following, and
five days were neceflary to complete the operation.
~Lee Boo delcribed it as a thing wbich gave them
a great deal of trouble, and made them extremely
fick.

Both fexes wére very expert at {wimming, and
appeared to be as perfeétly at eafe in the water as on
fand.—The men were admirable divers ; if they faw
any thing at the bottom of the fea whicbh attraled
their notice, they would jump overboard inftantly
and bring it up.

THEIR MARRIAGES

Thele were probably no more than a civil con-
tradt, but at the fame time tbat kind of contral
whicb was regarded as inviolable.—They aliowed 2
plurality of wives, but in general had not moretha
two; Ras Kook had tbree; tbe King five, though

not



THE PELEW ISLANDS.

not living together.-:n—'l'}ley did not appear to be in
any degree jealous of them, permitting them to par+
take of all their diverfions.

. When a woman was pregnant, altbough fhe ac-
companied her hufband, yet fhe never flept with him,
but always feparated at night ; and this was uniform-
ly pralifed by all the fex, even among the loweft
clafs of the inhabitants ; and it was remarked, tbat
during that period the utmoft attention was obferved
to women in that fituation.—When any Cbief ap.
peared with his two wives, they ufually fat on either
fide of the hufband, and the people feemed to pay
them no other attention, but what is ufual in an in-
tercourfe of the fexes, where tbe greateft good man«
fiers prevail.—~One of vur people, endeavouring to
make himfelf agreeable to a lady belonging to one of
tbe Rupacks, by what we fhould term a marked affi-
duity, Arra Kooker, with tbe greateft civility, gave
him te underftand it was not right to do fo.

They name the children very foon after they are
born ; this is moft probably done without any cere.
mony,——One of Abba Thulle’s wives lay-in of a fon,
at Pelew, during the time our people were at Oroo-
long ; the King, out of his regard for Captain Hil-
fin, named tbe little boy Captain, and afterwards in«
formed Captain Wilfin of the circumftance,

THEIR
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THEIR FUNERALS:

In the foregoing narrative an account hath been
given of the ceremony cbferved by Mr. Sharp, at
the interment of Raa Kook’s fon, in the iland of
Pethoulle.  Mr. M. Wilfon, at that time at Pelew, was
prefent at another funeral, of 2 young man who had
died of the wounds he had received in the fame bat-
tle in which the King’s nephew bad loft bis hfe.—
The account he gave me'of it was as follows :—That
accidentally noticing a number of the natives going
towards a fmall village, about two miles from the
capital, an& hearing that the King was gone thither,
curiofity induced him to join the throng. Whenhe
got to the place, he found a great crowd, furround-
ing a pavement on which Abba Thulle was feated,
The dead body was brought from a houfe not far
diftant. The proceflion flopped as it pafled before
the King, who, without rifing from his feat, fpoke
very audibly, for a fhort time, and then the procel-
fion went on.~Whether what he faid was an eulo-
gium on the departed youth, who had fallen in his
country’s fervice, neither of the linguifts being pre.
fent, could not be afcertained ; but from the folemn
manner in which the King delivered his fpeech, and
the refpectful filence with which the people liftened
to him, it is by no means improbable but that this
was the purport of it.

Mr.
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Mr. M. Wilfon followed the body to the place of

interment ; he obferved an elderly woman getting
out of the new-made grave, whom he conceived
might be the mother, or fome near relation, whom
affection bad drawn to the melancholy {cene, to be
fatisfied that every thing was duly prepared —~When
the corpfe was laid in the earth, the Jamentation of
the women attending was very great—It appeared,
on this occafion, as well as at the funeral of Raa
Kook’s fon, that no men, but thofe who conveyed
the body, were prefent ; thefe laft fad offices were
left to the tendernefs of the weaker fex: the men
only aflembled round the body, before it was car-
ried to the grave, where they preferved a folemn
filence ; their minds, from principles of fortitude
or pbilofophy, being armed to meet the events of
mortality with manly fubmiflion, diveted from the
external teftimony of human weaknels.

They had places appropriated to fepulture,  Their
graves were made as ours are in country church.
yards ; having the mould raifed up in a ridge, over
where the body was depofited. —~Some had flones
raifed above them, with a flat one laid horizontally
over, and furrounded by a kind of hurdle-work, to
prevent any one from treading over them.

Z THEIR
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THEIR RELIGION.

There are few people, I believe, among the race
of men, whom mnavigation hath brought to our
knowledge, who have not fhewn, in fome inftance
or other, a {enfe of fomething like religion, however
it might be mixed with idolatry or fuperftition; and
vet our people, during their continuance with the
natives of Pelew, never faw any particular ceremo
nics, or obferved any thing that had the appearance
of public worfhip.—Indeed, circumftanced as the
Englifhb were, they had not enough of the language
to enter on topics of this nature; and it might alfo
have been indifereet to have done it, as fuch enqui-
rics might have been mifconceived or milconftrued
by the natives. Added to this, their thoughts were
naturally 2all bent on getting away, and prelerving,
whilft they remained there, the happy intercourfe
that fubfifted between them,

Though therc was not found, on any of the iflands
they vifited, any pluce appropriated for religious rites,
it would perhaps be going too far to declare, that
the people of Pelew had ablolutely no idea of reli
gion.—Indcpendant of external ceremony, there
may be fuch a thing as the religion of the heart, by
which the mind may, in awful {ilence, be turned to
contemplate the God ¢f Narure; and though un
blefled by thofe lights which have pointed to the
Chriftian world an unerring path to happinefs and

peacs
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peace, yet they might, from the light of reafon only,
have difcovered the efficacy of virtue, and the tem-
poral advantages arifing from moral re&itude.~The
reader will, by this time, have met with fufficient
occurrences to convince him, that the inhabitants
of thefe new.difcovered regions had a fixed and
rooted fenfe of the great moral duties; this appears
ed to govern their condud®, glow in all their adtions,
and grace their lives.— Arifing from fuch principles,
we {ee them laborious, induftrious, benevolent. In
moments of danger firm, and prodigal of life ; under
misfortunes patient; in death refigned—And if,
under all thefe circumftances, he can conceive that
the natives of Pelere pafled their exiflence away,
without fome degree of Confidence, fome degree of
Hape, 1 have only to'fay, his idea of mankind muft
widely differ from my own.

Superflition is a word of great latitude, and
vaguely defined; though it hath, in enlightened

ages, been called the offspring of ignorance, yet in.

no times hath it exifted without having fome con~
ne&tion with religion.—Now the people of Pelew
had, beyond all doubt, fome portion of it, as ap«
peared in the with expreffed by the King, when he
faw the fhip building, that the Eng/i% would take
out of it fome particular wood, which he perceived
they had made ufe of, and which hic obferved to
them was deemed to be of ill-omen, or unpropiticus.
Z 2 ‘ They
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They had alfo an idea of an evil fpinit, that often
counterafted human affairs; a very particular in-
ftance of this was feen when Mr. Barker (a moft va-
luable member in the Englifh fociety) fell backward
from the fide of the veflcl, then on the flocks;
Raa Rk, who happened to be preient, obferved
thercupon, that it was owing to the waiucky wed
our people had fuffered to remain in the veflel, that
the evil fpirit had gccafioned this mifchief to Mr
Buarker. _

In the paflage from Pelew to China, foniewhat
was difcovered in Prince I.ee Boo, pretty fimilar to
what is commonly called fecond fight ;—at the time
when be was (as before mentioned} very fea-fick, he
faid how much he was concerned at the diftrefs s
father and fricnds were fecling, who knegw what he
was then fuffering~-The fame anxiety operated on
him, on their account, when he perceived his dil-
folution drawing near, as we fhall have occafion o
mention hereafter.

Tbey certainly entertained fo flirong an idea of
Divination, that whenever any matter of moment
was going to be undertaken, they conceived they
could, by fplitung the lcaves of a particylar plant
that was rot unlike our bull rufth, and meafuring the
firips of this long narrow leaf on the back of their
middle finger, form 2 judgment whether it would or
would not turn out profperous: this was obferved
by dr. M. Hilfon, in his firft vifit to the King 2t

FPelew;
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Pelew ; and on enquiry was afterwards explained to
the Englifb, by the linguift, as being done to difco-
ver if their arrival foreboded good or ill fortune.—
It was noticed by feveral of our people, that the King
recurred to this fuppofed oracle on different occafi-
ons, particularly at the time they went on the fecond
expedition againft Artingall, when be appeared to
be very unwilling to go on board his canoe, and kept
all his attendants waiting, till he had tumbled and
twifted his leaves into a form that fatisfied his mind,
and predited fuccefs,—Our people never obferved
any perfon but the King apply to this Divination,

It is hardly probable but the fond anxiety of a
parent, on giving up a {on into the hands of ftrangers,
who were to convey him to remote regions, of which
. be could form to himfelf but very imperfet notions,
would, on fo interefting a point, induce him to
examine hig oracle with uncommon attention; and
it is as little to be doubted but that every thing wore,
to his imagination, a profperous appearance.—Yet,
to evince the fallacy of his prophetic leaves, fh-ey cer-
tainly argued not tbe truth, nor prefented to the fa-
ther’s mind even a fufpicion, that the fon-he parted
with he fhould fee no more!

On this fubjedt, I would further with to bring back
to the reader’s recolletion a few occurrences already
noticed rem~—As Raz Kook, and others of the na-
tives, were two or three times prefent when Captain
Wilfen, on a Sunday evening, aflembled his people to

read
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read prayers to them, they exprefled no furprize at
what was doing, but appeared clearly to underftand
that it was the mode in which the Englifb addrefled
that invifible God, whom they looked up to for pro.
teftion ; and, however different their own notions
might be, they attended the Engli/h on thefe occafi.
ons with groat refpect, feeming defirous to joininit,
and conftantly preferving the moft profound filence
~—the General never allowing the natives to {peak 2
fingle word, and refufing even to receive a meflage
from the King, which arrived at the tents during
divine fervice.

The ceremony ufed hy Raa Kook, after the fune-
ral of hls fon, when be repeated fomething to him.
felf whillt he was marking the cocoa-nuts, and the
bundle of bectle-leaves, which the old woman was
to place on the young man’s grave, had every ap-
pearance of a pious office ;~~and when he planted
the cocoa.nuts, and fome otber fruit-trees, on the
ifland of Oros/ong, what he uttered in a low voice,
as each feed was depofited in the earth, jmpreffed
thole prefent as the giving a benediction to tbe future
tree that was to {pring from it.—The King allo,
when he took leave of his fon, faid a few words,
which, by the folemnity they were delivered with,
and the refpe@ful manner in which Lee Boo received
them, induced all our countrymen to conceive it was
a kind of bleffing,

1 muft
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I muft, in this place, add a circumitance that paffed
in converfation witb Captain #%//en and Lee Boo, after
he had been fome time in England ; the former telling
him, that faying prayers at church was to make men
good, that when they died, and were buried, they
might live again above (pointing to the fky); Lee
Boo, with great earneftnels, replied—A/l fame Pelow
—Bad men flay in carth— good nien go into fhy-—becorme
wery beautiful, holding his hand in the air, and giv-
ing a fluttering motion to his fingers.—This f{urely
conveyed a flrong idea, tbat they belieyed the fpirit
exifted wben tbe body was no more.

After combining all thefe faéts, and uniting them
with the moral charaélers of the people, the reader
is left in a fituation to judge for himfelf (indepen-
dent of Les Bod’s declaration) whether it is proba-
ble that their lives could be conducted with that de-
cency we have feen, and their minds trained to fo
ftrong a fenfe of juftice, propriety, and delicacy,
without having fome guiding principle of religion.—
Thus much, at leaft, I think we may be authorized
to affert—If all this was effefted without it, it proves
that the natives of Pelew bad been happy enough
not only to difcover, but to be perfeétly convinced,
that Virtue was its own reward.

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES.

I fhall clofe this account of the Pelew iflands with
a few general remarks on tbe difpofitign and charac.

ter of the natives.
The
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"The conduét of thefe people towards the Englip
was, from the firft to the laft, uniformly courtecus
and attentive, accompanied with a politenefs that
furprized thoie on whom it was beftowed. At all
dmes they fec .cd 1o cautious of intruding, that on
many occalions they facrificed their natural curiofity

- to that redp.<t, which natural good manners appears

ed to them 10 exalt.  Their liberality to the Englifh
at their departure, when individuals poured inall
the Leit th., had to give, and that of articles to
of which they had far from plenty themfelves, firong-
ly demonitrated that thefe teftimonies of friendfhip
were the effufion of hearts that glowed with the fame
of philanthropy; and when our countrymen, from
want of {t ‘wage, were compelled to refufe the fur-
ther marks of kindnels which were offered them,
the intreating eyes and fupplicating geftures with
which they jvlicited their acceptance of what they
had brought, moil forcibly exprefied how much their
minds were sounded, to think they had not arrived

- early enough to bave their little tributes of affetion

received. ;
Nor was this condu@ of theirs an oftentatious
civility exercifed towards tirangers.—Separated 2

they were {rom the reft of the world, the charafter

- of a firanger had never emered their imagination.

~~They felt our people were diftrefled, and in con-
fequence withed they fhould fhare whatever they
had 10 give. It was not that worldly munificence,

' . - that
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that heftows and fpreads its favours with a diftant
eye to retribution-—Their bofoms had never har-
boured fo contaminating a thought—No; it was
the pure emotions of native benevolence—It was
the love of man to man.—It was a fcene that pic-

tured human nature in triumphant colouring-—And,

whilt their liberatity gratified” the fenfe, their virtue
ftruck the heart!

Our people had alfo many occafions to chferve,
that this fpirit of urbanity operated in all the intera
courfe the natives had among themfelves. Theatten-
tion and tendernefs fhewn to the women was remark.
ahle, and the deportment of the men to each other
mild and affahle; infomuch that, in various fcenes
of which they were {peCtators, during their {tay on
thele iflands, the Englifh, never faw any thing that
had the appearance of conteft, or paffion: every
one feemed to attend to his own concerns, without
interfering with the bufinels of their neighbour.—
‘fhe men were occupied in their plantations, or in
cutting wood, making hatchets, line, or fmall cords :
fome in huilding houfes or canoes : others in mak.
ing nets and fithing-tackle. The forming of darts,
fpears, and other warlike weapons, engroffed the at-
tention of many more; as alfo the making of pad-

dles for their boats, the fathioning of domeftic uten~

fils, and the preparing and hurning the chinam.e
Such as had ghilities to condudt any ufeful employ-
ment were called by the natives Twckellys; of this

clafs
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clafs were reckoned the people who built, or inlaid
the canoes ; fuch alfo were thofe who manufa@iured
the tortoife-fhell, or made the pottery.

Asinduftry, however zealous, mufl he flow in pro-
ducing its purpofe, unaided by proper implements,
and labour rendered extremely tedious from this’
deficiency, yet, in regions where fuch advantages
are denied, we do not find that the ardour of attempt-
ing is abated. A fteady perfeverance, to a cerfain
degree, accomplifhes the end atmed at; and Exrop
hath not, without reafon, been aftenifhed at the
many fingular produtions imported from the
fouthen difcoveries, fo neatly and curionfly wrought
by artlefs hands, unaflifted hut by fuch fimple tools as
ferve only to increafe pur furprize, when we fee how
much they have effeted.—FEvery man, by his daily
labour, gained his daily fuftenance: neceffity impof-
ing this exertion, ne idle or indolent people were
feen, not even among thofe whom fuperior rank
might have exempted ; on the contrary, thefe excit-
ed their ‘inferiors to toil and allivity by their own
examples. The King himfelf was the beft maker of
hatchets in the ifland, and was sfually at work when-
ever difengaged from matters of importance.—Even
the women fhared in the common toil ; they labour-
ed in the plantations of yams, and it was their pro-
vince to pluck out all the weeds that fhot up from
between the ftones of the paved caufeways. They
manufaCured the mats and batkets, as well as at

tended
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tended to their domeftic concerns. The hufinefs of
tatooing was alfo carried on hy tbem; thole who
entered on this employment were denominated
Tackelbys artheil, or female artifts, «—Their map-
ners were courteous, though they were far from be-
ing of looft or vicious difpofitions j-—they in gene-
1al reje@ed connedtions with our people, and relent.
edany indelicate or nnbecoming freedom with a pro-
per fenfe of modefty.

In fuch fcenes of patient induftry, the years of
fleeting life paffed on; and the cheerful difpofition
of the natives fully authorized our people to fuppofe,
that there were few hours of it either irkfome or op-
preflive.  They were ftrangers to thofe paffions which
ambition excites—to thofe cares which affluence
awakens.—Their exiftence appeared to glide along
like 2 fmooth undifturhed fiream; and when the
natural occurrences of life ruffled the furface, they
poflefled a {ufficient portion of fortitude to recover
foon its wonted calm.—Their happinefs feemed to
he fecared to them on the firmeft hafis; for the little
which Nature and Providence fpread hefore them,
they enjoyed with a contented cheerfulnels; nor
were their bofoms hahituated to cherith wifhes which
they had not the power of gratifying. And it will
not furely be denied, that in civilized nations the
error of a contrary condudt exhihits, among the
inaltive, many melancholy repining countenances;

whilft it prompts more daring and uncontrouled fpi-’

v Tits
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rits to aim at compafling their views by injuftice, or
rapine, and to break down the facred barrier of fo.
ciety.

From the general charater of thefe people, the
reader, I fhould conceive, will be difpofed to allow,
that their lives do credit to human nature; andthat,
however untutored, however uninformed, their
manners prefent an interefting pidture to mankind.
—We {ee a defpotic government without one fhade
of tyranny, and power only exercifed for general
happinefs, the fubjelts looking up with filial reve-
rence to their King.—And, whilft a mild govern-
ment, and an affe@ionate confidence, linked their
little ftate in bonds of harmony, gentlenefs of man-
ners was the natural refult, and fixed a brotherly and
difinterefted intercourfe among one another,

I am well aware, that in the expedition againft
Pelelewo, the deftroying the houfes and plantations of
the little ifland belonging to it, which the natives,
through fear, had abandoned, as well as the killing
thofe whom they captured in battle, are both of them
circumitances which will appear to militate againft
that humanity wbich, throughout tbis work, I have
attributed to the people of Pelrw.~Refpetting the
firft, though the landing in an enemy’s country, and
fpreading devaftation and diftrefs, is by no means 2
pradtice new in the annals of hiftory, pelitical neceffity
qualifying the meafure ; yetin thefe regions itfeem-
ed alfo to militate fo much againft their accuftomed

 maxim,
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maxim, never to take an enemy by furprize, but to give
previous notice of a meditated attack, that [ am ftrong-
ly inclined to think that this might have been a new
art of war fuggefted to the King by the Malsy favou-
rite, as it totally contradied that open generofity
with which tbey at all times conduéted hoftilities.
As to their putting their prifoners to death, Raa
Kook, on being cenfured for it by Captain Wilfen,
faid, it hadnot been always fo ; and, in afigning rea«
fons for being compelled to do it, feemed to thelter
the proceeding under the plea of political neceffity.
The number captured in any of their battles muft,
from their mode of engaging, be at all times very
triffing. In the moft confiderable engagement our
people witnefled at Artingall, no more than nine were
made prifoners, which the natives accounted a great
many ; nor were thefe put to death in cold ’t.ylood,
it rather might be called the clofe of the battle, It
was generally the effeft of unfubfided paffion or re-
venge, the terminating blow being, in moft cafes,
given by fome one wbo had loft a near relation, or
friend, in the battle, or was himfelf fuffering under
the pain of a wound. Situated, befide, fo nearly as
thefe iflands were to each other, it was next to im-
poflible to detain their captives ; they had no prifons
to confine them; no cartel canoes to negotiate an
_exchange ; and, going about the ifland freely, the
lives of the Sovcrcig;a, or his Chiefs, were at all times
affailable by any vindictive fpirit. They had, as the
General
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General told Captain Wilfon, ineffeftually firove to
detain them as menial fervants. Therefore, revolt.
ing as the iduva is, if they have, in this refpet, adopt-
ed a maxim which prevails among the Indian tribes
in Ancrica, and in the numeroas ftates of Africa,
(thojigh the number of Lives facrificed can never
Lzre be many) one hath only to lament that pairical
neeefity hath (in common with a multitude of other
uncivilized countries) thrown a fhade over thefe new-
difcovered iflands.

It fhould be the caution of every writer, to ehdea-
vour to difarin eriticifim, by mecting objeCtions that
may be made—After the good difpofitions which the
people of Prlewrhave been feen to pofiefs, it may pof-

fibly be fuid, they were addiGted to pilfering when

opportunity offered ; a cenfure which many, I believe,
have thonght has been too feverely pafied on the poor
inhabitants of the fouthern ocean.—But in the Peleve

_ ifiands, it was never done but by thofe of the loweit

clafs ; and whenever complaint was made of any thing
being taken clandeflinely away, the King, as well as
his Chiefs, confidered it as a breach of hofpitality, nor
could their indignant fpirits reft till the article par-
loined was fearched for, and if found, reftored.—

. 8hould fome Zagffern Trince, magnificently decorat.

ed, accidentally, as he pafled along, drop a diamond
from his robe, and were a poor peafant (who kaew
how great an acquifition it was) purfuing the fame
trad, to fee it fourkling in the dull, where is that re-

' fiftance,
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fiftance, that felf-denial, which would go on and leave
it untouched P~—A nailw~a tool--or a bit of old 110on,
was to them the alluring-diamond.~~They had no pe-
nal (tatute againft petty larceny. They fought only
the means of rendering eafier the daily toils of life,
and compaffing with facility that, which they imper-
feltly accomplifhed by unwearied perfeverance! And,
1 am confident, the voice of reafon will unite with me
in aflerting, that they muft have been more than men,
had they afted lefs like men. Virtuous in the ex.
treme would be deemed that country, where the con-
fcience of no individual, in the cool moments of re-
fleftion, could upbraid him with a heavier tranfgref-
fion, than applying to his own ufe a bit of iron that
lay before him!

In the name of humanity, then, let us judge with
lefs rigour our fellow-creatures ; and, fhould any one
be difpofed, for fuch trivial failings, to cenfure the be-
nevolent inhabitants of Pelew, that cenfure, I truf,
for the fake of juftice, will never be paffed on them
by thofe who live in civilized and enlightened nations
—for Such muft be too well convinced of the inefli-
cacy of the beft-digefted laws, and the inability of
their own internal police to reftrain the vices of man-
kind, by obferving, that all which prudence can re-
volve, wifdom plan, or power enforce, is frequently
unable to protect their Property by night, or their Per-
Jfons, at all tiines, even under meridian funs.—They
will refledt, that every bolt and bar is a fatire on fo.

ciety 3
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ciety ; and painfully recolled, that it is not the daring
planderer alone they have to guard againft; they are
aflailable under the finile of difembled friendfhip, hy
which the Generous and the Confiding are too often
betrayed into a fituation Jeyond the fhelter of any pro.
#eiting law 3 a wound which, perhaps, more than any
other, hath tortured the feclings of fenfibility!
‘Waiting, therefore, that Iong.expe@ed xra, when
chvilization, fcience, and philofophy, fhall bring usto
a more confirmed pratice of real virtue, it becomes
us to view with charity thofe ertors in others, which
we have not as yet been able to corred in ourfelves.
If the enlightened fons of Eurepe, enjoying the full
blaze of advantages unknown in lefs favoured regi-
ons, have hitherto made fo flow an advance toward
moral perfection, they are furely pafling the fevereft
cenfure on themfclves, if they expet to find it in
a happier manner approached by the dark and une
friended children of the Sewthern World!

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XXIVIL

Hnecdotes of Lee Boo, fecond Saf: of Atba Thulle,
from the Time of leaving Canton to bis Death.

HAVING given a faithfol narrative of all the
material occurrences which Happened to our people
during tbe time they remained in the Pelew flands,
a5 well as fuch information concerning their pro-
duce, manners, difpofition, way of life, and cha-
ralter of the natives, as could be colleGted in t at
fpace of time, from the intercourfe our countrymen
had with them; I fhall clofe this work with fuch
anecdotes of Prince Lee Boo, as I have received from
fome of my particular friends who often faw him,
added to thofe 1 have myfelf been witnefs of ;(—infig-
nificant as the amount of the whole may be, yet I
think them worth recording ;—from a triflinng fketch,
or a mere outline, enough may be gained of cha-
radter, to convey to the mind no fallacious idea
of the objeft simed at.—In the prefeit cafe, no more
than an outline can be delineated—Had not this
youth, who came here almoft a {tranger to our lan.
guage, and wbo lived more than five months with
us,been fnatched away fo foon to fill an early grave,
T might have been enabled to offer the public a more
finifhed picture of him. | . '
Aa In
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In the flight acquaintance made with him at Ma-
¢oa and Canton, he hath, 1 truft, interefted the reader
hy that ingennous opennefs, which was the refult of
native fimplicity; he is there feen in the charalter
of a new-horn creature, juft entering a world he was
quite a ftranger to, darting his bewildered eyes on
every fide, and folicited hy fuch a variety of novelty,
that be knew not where to fix his attention. However
heautiful, however ftupendous the objelts may be
which furround us, when they have been within our
view through all the progreflive advance of early
vears, they infenfihly -ceafe to engage our notice.—
The peafant, bred at the foot of Lina or the Andes,
{ves, with indifference, thofe wonderful operations of
Nature, which feduce fo frequently from diftant
countries the inquifitive traveller.—The cafe of Lee
Boo was diredtly otherwife ; if I may be allowed the
expreflion, he was born at the flate of manhood, with
his mind in full vigour, and iuﬁantiy found himfelf
enconipafled by fecenes not only totally new, but to-
tally hevond his conceptions-—fcenes which to him
were fo bordering on enchantment, they were fuffici-
ent to have half overfet the inexperienced faculties
of our young traveller, had he not conftantly had his
Mentor at his elbow to clear up all his difficulties,
point his judgment properly, and give him a juft ex-
planation of whatever became an objet of his nggice
and furprize,

We
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‘We left them together, as the reader will recollet,

on board the Mor/e Indiaman, purluing their paffage

to Eurgpe ; he was treated with much kindnefs and

attention hy the Commander, Captain Eliof, and’

Lee Boo was fo courteous and pleafant during the

whole voyage, that every one was ready io render

him every fervice in their power,
He was extremely defirous of knowing the name
and country of every fhip he met at fea, and would

r.peat what he was told over and over tiil he had

fixed it well in his memory ; and, as each inquiry was
gratified, he made a knot on his Line; but thefe
Knots now having greatly multiplied, he was obliged
to repeat them over every day to refrefh his memory,
and often to recur to Captain Wilfen, or others,
when he had forgot what any particular knot referr-
ed to. The officers in the Morfe, with whom only
he affociated, when they faw him thus hufied with
his Line, ufed to fay he was reading his journal. He
frequently afked after all the people of the Oroolong,
who had gone aboard different thips at Ching, par-
ticularly after the Captain’s {on, and Mr., Sharp.

He had not been iong on the voyage hefore he fo-
licited Captain Wilfon to get him a book, and poing
out to him the letters, that he mighr, when he knew
them, be inftruted in reading; all convenient Op-
portunities were allotted to gratify this with of his
young pupil, who difcovered great readinefs in com-
prehending every information given him. .

Aa sz On
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On arriving at Szint Helena, he was much Rruck
with the foldiers and cannon on the fortifications ; and
the coming in foon after of four Eng/ifb men of war,
afforded him a fight highly delighting, particularly
thofe which had two tier of guns. It was explained
to hini that thefe kind of fhips were intended only for
fighting, and that the other veflels which he then faw

. in the Bay were deftined for commerce, to tranf-

port and e change from one country to another its
produce and manufaftures. — Cuptain Buller, the
Commander of his Majefty’s fhip The Chafer, had
the goodnefs to take him on board his own, and ano-
ther flip, to let him fce the men exercifed atf the

~great guns and fimall arms, which exceedingly im.
' prefled his imagination.

On being carried to {ec a fehool, he exprefled a
wifh that he could learn as the boys did, feeling his
own dcficiency in knowledge.

He defired to nide on horfeback into the country,
which he was peimitted to do; he fat well, and gal-
Toped, thewed no fear of falling, and appeared highly
picafd botlr with the novelty und pleafure of the
exareife.

Vifiting the company’s garden, he noticed fome
fady walks formed with bambeos arching overhead
on lattice-work, He was ftruck with the refrefhing
coolnels they afforded, and obferved, that his own
countrynten were ignorant cf the advantages they
mizht enjoy, faying, that on this ifland they had

but
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but little wood, yer applied it to a good purpole;
that at Pelew they had great abundance, and knew
not how to ple it,—Adding, that when he went back,
he would [peak to the King, tell him how defeitive
they were, and have men employed to make fuch
bowers as he had fecn.

Such were the dawnings of a mind that felt its
own darkpefs——and had the good-fenfe to caich ar
every ray of light thar might lead him forward to
information and improvement!

Before the Mor/e quitted Saint Helena, the Lq/}c!-
les arrived, by whicb occurrence Lee Beo had an in.
terview with his firlt friend, Mr. Sharp ; he had 3
fight of bim from a window, and ran out with the
~ utmoft impatience to take him by the hand; happy,
after fo long a feparation, to meet him again, and
" evincing by his ardour the grateful fentiments he re-
tained of the attention that gentleman had thewn lim,

As he drew near the Britifb cbannel, the number
of veflels that he - obferved purfuing their different
courles, increafing lo much, he was obliged to give
up the keeping of his journal; but was {till very in-
quifitive to know, whither they were failing.—When
tbe Morfe got to the e of Wight, Captain Wilfon, his
brother, the Prince, with feveral other paffengers,

quitted her,and coming ina boat between theNeedles, |

arrived fafe at Portfmouth the fourteenils of Fuly 1784,

~-On landing, the number and fize of the men of -

war then in barbour, the variety of houfes, and the
ramparts,
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ramparts, were all objells of attraltion ; he feemed
fo totally abforbed in filent furprize, that he had no
leifure to afk any queftions.——The officer of the Mor/e
charged with the difpatches fetting off immediately
for London, Captain W7//on, impaticnt to fee his family,
accompanied him, leaving his young traveller in the
care of his brother, to follow him by a coach, which
was to fet off in the evening. As foon as he reached
town, he was conveyed to the Captain’s houfe at Ro-
therbithe, where be was not a little happy to rejoin his
adopted father, and in befng introduced to his family,
Though part of his journey had paffed during the
night, yet, with returning day, his eyes had full em.
ployment on every fide; and when he was got to
what was now to be, for fome time, bis deftined
home, he arrived in all the natural glow of his youth.
ful fpirits. Whatever be had obferved in filence,
was now eagerly difclofed.  He deferibed all the cir-
cumflances of his journey; faid it was very pleafant
-~that he had been put into a little houfe, which
was ran away with by horfes—that he flept, but ftili
was going on; and, whillt he went one way, the
ﬁeids, houfvs, and trees, all went another~cvery
thing, from the quicknefs of travelling, appearing

to him to he in motion. '
At the hour of reft he was thewn by Mr. M. Wil
Jfen up to his chamber, where, for the firft time, he
faw a four-polt bed; he could fcarce conceive what
jt meant-whc jumped in, 2nd jumped out again ; felt
' and
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and pulled afide the curtains; got into bed, and thea
got our a fecond time, to admire its exterior form.
At length, having hecome acquainted with its ufe
and convenience, he laid himfelf down to fleep, fay-
ing, thatin England there was a howfe for every thing.

It was net, | believe, more than a week after his
arrival, when 1 was invited, hy my late valued friend
Robert Rafbleigh, Elg; to dinner, where Captain Vil

Jon, and his young charge, were expelted.~Lez Boo
then poflefled hut very little Englifb, yet, between
words and altion, made himfelf tolerahly underftood,
and feemed to comprehend the greater part of what
was faid to him, efpecially, having the Captain hy
him to explain whatever he did not clearly compre-
hend.~—He was dreft as an Englifoman, excepting
that he wore his hair in the fathion of his country ;
appeared to he between nineteen and twenty years of
age, was of g middling ftature, and had a counte-
nance fo ftrongly marked with fenfibility and good-
humour, that it inftantly prejudiced every onc in his
favour; and this countenance was enlivened by eyes
fo quick and intelligent, that they might ‘really be
faid to announce his thoughts and conceptions with-
out the aid of language, '

Though the accounte Thad previoufly received of
this new man (as he was called at Macoa) had gready
raifed my expe@ations, yet when I had been a litte
time in his company, I was perfe@ly aftonithed at the
eale and gentlenefs of his manners; he was lively

and
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and pleafant, and had a politenefls without form or
reftraint, which appeared to he the refult of natural
good-breeding.— As I chanced to fit near him at ta-
ble, I paid him a great deal of attention, which he
feemed to he very fenfible of.—~Many queftions were
of courfe put to Captain I7/fin by the company,
concerning this perfonage, and the country he had
brought him from, which no Eurgpean had ever
vifited before; he ohligingly entered on many parti.
cular circumftances which were highly interefting,
fpoke of the pattles in which his people had affifted
the King of Prlewy, and of the peculiar manner the
natives had of tying up their hair when going to war;
Lee Boo, who fully underfiood what bis friend was
explaining, very ohligingly, and unafked, untied his
own, and threw it into the form Captain Hilfen had
been deferibing.—1 might tire the reader were I to
enumcrate the trivial occurrences of a few hours,
rendcred only of confequence from the fingularity of
this young man’s fituation ; fuflice it 1o fay, there
was in all his deportment fuch affahility and proprie-
ty of behaviour, that when he took leave of the com-
pany, there was hard]y any one prefent who did not

~ feela fatisfaltion in having had an interview with him,

I went to Ratherbithe, a few days afier, to {ee Cap-
tain [Vilfon ; Lee Boo was reading 3t 2 window, he
recolle(ted me inflantly, and flew with eagernels to
the door to meet me, looked on me as a friend, and
ever after attached himfelf to me, appearing to be

happy
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tappy whenever we met togetber.~1In this vifit L had
a good deal of converfation with him, and we mu-

tually managed to be pretty well underflood by each |

otbers he feemed t0 be pleafed with every thing
about him, faid, A4 fine country, fue fireet, fine
coach, and boufe upon boufe up to fhy, putting alter-
pately one band above another, by which I found
(their own habitations being ali on the ground) that
every feparate ftory of our buildings be at that fime
confidered as a diftin& houfe.

He was introduced to feveral of the Direftors of
the India Company, taken to vifit many of the Cap-
tain’s friends, and gradually thewn moft of the pub-
lic buildings in the different quarters of the town;
but hig prudent condutor had the caution to avoid
taking him to any places of public entertainment,
feit he might accidentally, in thofe heated reforts,
catch the fmall-pox, a difeafe which he purpofed to
inoculate the young Prince with, as foon as he had
acquired engugh of our language to be reafoned into
the neceflity of {ubmitting to the operation ; judg-
ing, and furely not without good reafon, that by
giving him fo offenfive and troublefome a diftemper,
without firlt explaining its nature, and preparing his
mind to yield to i, it might weair.er_a that unbound-
ed confidence which this youth placed in his adopt-
ed father, '

After he had been awhile fettled, and a little ha-
bituated to the manners of this country, he was fent

every
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every day to an Academy at Rotherbithe, to be in-
ftrufted in reading and writing, which he was him-
fclf eager to attain, and moft afliduons in learning ;
his whole deportment, whilft there, was fo engag.
ing, that it not only gained him the efteem of the
gentleman under whofe tuition he was placed, hut
alfo the affeCtion of his young companions ;—in the
hours of recels, when he returned to the Captain’s
houfe, he amufed the whole family hy his vivacity,
noticing every particularity he faw in any of his
fchool-fellows, with great good-humowr mimicking
their different manners, fometimes faying he would
have a fchoo] of his own when he returned to Pelew,
and fhould be thought very wife when he taught the
great people their letters,

" :He always addreffed Mr. Wilfon hy the appellation

of Captain; hut never would call Mrs. Wilfon (to

‘whom he hehaved with the warmeft affe&tion) by any

other name than that of Motber, locking on that a8
a mark of the greateft refpe&t.—Being often told he
fhould fay Mrs. W3/jen, his conftant reply was, No,
no—Muther, Mother.

Captain Wilfon, when invited to dine with his
fricnds, was genera'ﬂsr accompanied by Lee Boo; on
which ocealions, there was fo much eafe and polite-
nefs in his behaviour, as if he had heen always hahi.
tuated to good company; he adapted himfelf very
readily to whatever he faw were the cuftoms of the
country, and fully confirmed me in an opinion which

I have
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T'have ever entertained, that natural good manners
is the natural refolt of natural good fenfe.
Wherever this young man went, nothing efcaped
his obfervation ; he had an ardent defire of informa.
tion, and thankfully received it, always exprefling a
with to know by what means effets which he noticed,
were produced. I was one day in company with
him, when a young lady fat down to the harpficord,
to fee how he was affe@ed with mufic ; he appeared
greatly furprized that the inftrument could throw out
fo much found ; it was opened, to let him fee its in-
terior conftru&tion, he pored over it with great atten.
tion, watching how the jacks were moved, and feem-
ed far more difpofed to puzzle out the means which
produced the founds, than to attend to the mufic that
was playing., e was afterwards requefted to give
us a- Pedew fong; he did not wait for thofe repeated
intreaties which fingers ufually require, but obliging-
ly began one as foon as aftked; the tones, however,
were fo harfh and difcordant, and his brealt feemed
to labour with fo much exertion, that his whole coun.
tenance was changed by it, and every one’s ears {tun.
ned with the horrid notes. From this fample of
Peleas finging, i is not to be wondered, that a cho-
rus of fuch performers had the effe¢t {as fiath been
related) of making our countrymen at Oreolong fly
to their arms ;—-it might, in truth, have alarmed a
whole garrifon.—~Though when he had been fome
time here, he readily caught two or three Englib

fongs,
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fongs, in which his voice appeared by no means in.
harmonious. '

Lee Boo’s temper was very mild and compaffionate,
difcovering, in various inftances, that he had brought
from his father’s territories that ipirit of philanthro.
py, which we have feen reigned there ; yet he atall
times governed it by difcretion and judgment.If he
faw the young afking relief, be would rebuke them
with what little Englifb he was matter of, telling them,
it was a fhame to beg when they were able to work;
but the intreatics of o/d age he could never withitand,
faying, mufl give poor old man—old man net able to
work,

1 am perfedtly convinced, that Captain Iilfen, from
the confidénce which the King had repofed in him,
would have held bimfelf inviolably bound to protedt
and ferve this young creature to the utimoft extent of
his abilities ; but, independant of what he felt was
duc to the noble chara&er of Abba Thulle, there was
fo much gentlenefs, and fo much gratitude lodged at
Lee Bod's heart, that not only the Captain, but every
part of his family, viewed him with the warmeft fen.
1inents of difinterefted affe&tion.—Mr, H, Wilfon,
the Captain’s fon, being a youth of 2 very amiable
charadler, and a few years younger than Lee Boo, they
had, during their voyege to, and ftay in China, be-
come mutually attached to each other, and meeting
aain under the father’s Toof, their friendfhip was fiill
morc cemented ; the young Prince fooked on him as

abro.
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a brother, and, in his leifure hours from the Acade-
my, was happy to find in him a companion to con.
verfe with, to exercife the throwing of the {pear, or
partake in any innocent recreation,

Boyam, the Malay, whom the King had fent to at«
tend on his fon, proving an unprincipled, dithoneft
fellow, Lee Boo was fo difgufted at his condudt, that
he intreated Captain 177//ex to fend him back to Suma-
tra (which he had learned was the Malay's own coun-
try) s and Tom Rofe who had picked up a great deal
of the Pelew language, having got to England, he was
engaged (from his tried fidelity) to fupply his place;
an exchange which gave great fatisfaltion to all
parties. '

Captain Wilfan being now and then incommoded
with fevere bead-achs, which were fometimes relieved
by lying down on the bed; on thele occafions the
feelings of Les Boo were ever alarmed.  He appeared
always unhappy, would creep up foftly to his protec.
tor’s chamber, and (it filent by his bedfide fora long
time together, without moving, peeping gently from
time to time between the curtains, to fee if he flept,
or lay eafy.

As the anecdotes of this fingular youth are but
fcanty, being all unfortunately limited toa very fhort
period, I would unwillingly, in this place, withhold
one, where his own heart defcribed itfel!, The Cap.
tain having been all the morning in London, after din-

ner afked his fon if he had been at fome place, he had,

before
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before be went to town, direfted him to call af,
with a panticular meflage? The fad was, the two
young friends bad been amufing tbemfelves with
throwing the {pear, and the bufinefs had been totally
forgotten.~~Captain Wilfon was hurt at the negled,
and told his fon it was very idle and carelefs ; this
being fpoken in an impatient tone of voice, which
Lec Boo conceiving was a mark of anger in the fa.
ther, flipt unohferved out of the parlowr. The mat-
ter was inflantly forgotten, and fometbing elle talked

_ of, when Lee Buo being mifled, Harry Wiifon was fent
to look aficr him, who finding bim in a back room
quite deje@ed, defired him. to return to the family;
Lee Boo took his young friefrd by the band, and oa
entering the parlour went up to the father, and lay-

» ing hold of his hand joinzd it with that of his fon, and
prefiing them together, dropped over both thofe tears
of fenfibility, which his afeCtionate beart could not
on the occafion fupprefs.

Captain Wiljan and the young Prince dining with
me early after his arrival, I was afking how he was
alfelted by painting ; on mentioning the fubje&, Dr.
Carmichas] Smyth, whom 1 had requefted to meet this
{tranger, withed me to bring a miniature of myfelf,
that we might all thereby obferve if it ftruck him;
hz took it in his hand, and infltantly darting his eyes
toward me, called out, Mifir Keate-—uvery nice, very
good ~="Th : Captain then alking him, if he underflox
what it g 250 ? he replizd, Lee Bop undcr” andwil

bt
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—ithat Mifler Keste die—this Miffer Keate live.—~5
treatife on the utility and intent of portrait-painting
could not have better defined tbe art than this little
fentence.

Mrs, Wilfon defiring Lee Boo, who was on the op-
pofite fide of the table, to fend her fome cherries, per-
ceiving that he was going to take them up with his
fingers, jocofely noticed it to him, he inftantly refort-
ed to a fpoon ; but, fenfible that he had difcovered a
little unpolitenefs, bis countenance was in a moment
fuffufed with abluth, that vifibly forced itfelf through
bis dark complexion.

A lady, who was of the party, being incommoded
by the violent heat of the day, was nearly fainting,
and obliged to leave the room; this amiable youth
feemed much diftreffled-at the acccident, and feeing
her appear again wben we were fummoned to tea, his
enquiriies and particular attention to her, az ftrongly
marked his tendernefs, as it did his good-breeding.

He was fond of riding in a coach beyond any other
conveyance, becaufe, he faid, people could be carried
wbere they wanted to go, and at the fame time fitand
converfe together. He feemed particularly pleafed
at going to church, and, though he could not com.
prehend the fervice, yet he perfedtly underftood the
intent of it, and always behaved there with remarka-
ble propriety and attention.

Captain Wilfin kept bim from going abroad, except
to vifit friends, for the reafon already afligned, as alfo

from
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from another prudential confideration, that his mind
might be tranquil, nor too much drawn off from the
great objed in view, the attaining the language, which
would enahle him to comprehend fully every purpol.
ed information, and to enjoy better whatever he
fhould then he fhewn. The river, thethipping, and
the bridges he was forcibly ftruck with ; and hewas
feveral times taken to fee the guards exercifed and
march in St. Fames’s park, a fight which gratified him
much, every thing that was military greatly engaging
khis attention. To a young creature, fituated as he
was, and whofe eye and mind were ever in queft of
information, eircum{tances perpetually eccurred, that
at the time interefted thofe who were about him, but
whick af prefent wounld he trefpafimg too much on the
reader to mention. \

I wentto fee him tlie morning after Lunard?’s firfl
afcent in the balloon, not douhting but that { fhould
have found him to the greatelt degree aftonifhed at
an exhibition which had excited fo much curiofity
even amongft ourfelves ; but tomy great furprize, it
did not appear to have engaged him in the leall. He
faid, be thought it a very foolifb thing to ride in the air
like a bird, when a man conld iravel fo mueh more plea-
Sfantly on horfeback or in @ coach--Yle was either not
aware of the difliculty or hazard of the enterprize,
or it is not improbable that a man flying vp through
the clouds fufpended at a balloon, might have heen
ranked by him s a common occurrence, in a coun-

uy
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try which was perpetually fpreading before bim fo
many obje&s of furprize.
‘Whenever he had opportunities of feeing gardens,

he was an attentive obferver of the plants and fruit-.

trees, would alk many queftions about them, and
fay, when he returned home, be would take feeds of
fuch as would live and flourithin Pelew ; talked fres
quently of the things he fhould then perfuade the
King to alter or adopt; and appeared in viewing
moft objetls to confider bow far they, might be ren.
dered ufeful to his own country.

He was now proceeding witbhaftyfttides in gaining
the Englifb language, and advancing fo rapidly with
his pen, that he would probably in a thort time bave
written a very fine hand, when he was overtaken by
that very difeafe, which with fo much caution had
been guarded againft, On the 16th of Decomber
he felr bimfelf much indifpofed, and in a day or two
after an eruption appeared all over him.—Captain
Wilfore called to inform me of his uneafinefs, and was
then going to Dr, Carmichael Smyth, to requelt he
would fee him, apprehending that it might be the
fmall.pox, .

Dr. Smyth, with whofe profeflional abilities are
united every accomplifhment of the fcholar and the
gentleman, and whofk friendthip Ifeel a pride in ac-
knowledging myfelf long poffefied of defired me to
go with him to Rutherbithe. When he defcended
from Les B17's chamber (where he rather withed me

Bb not
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pot to go} he told the family that there was not 2
doubt with refpect to the difeale, and was forry to
add {what be thought it right to prepare them for)
that the appearances were fuch as almeft totally pre-
cluded the hope of a favourable termination; hut
that he had ordered whatever the prefent moment
required. Captain Hilfon earneftly folicited the con-
tinuance, if poffible, of his vifits, and was affured
that however inconvenient the diftance, he would
daily attend the iffue of the diftemper.

When I went the fecond day, I found Mr. Sharp
there, a gentleman fo ofren mentioned in the fore-
going narrative, who, hearing of his young friend's
ilinefs, had come to affift Captain Wilfon, nor ever
ftirred from the houfe, till poor Les Boo had yielded
to his fate.

The Captain having never had the finall-pox him-
felf, was now precluded going into Lee Boo’s rooms
who, informed of the caufe, acquiefced in being de-
prived of feeing him, ftill continuing to be full of
enquirics after his health, fearing he might catchthe
difeafe; but though Captain Wilfan complied with
the requeft of his family in not going into the cham-
ber, yet he never abfented himfelf from the houfe;
and Mr. Sharp conflantly teok care that every direc-
tion was duly attended to, and from him I received the
account of our unfortunate young ftranger during his
iline%, which he Bore with great firmnefs of mind,
never refufing to take any thing that was ordered for

him,
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him, wben told that Dr. Smyth, to whofe opinion he
paid the greateft deference, defired it.——Mrs. Wilfon
happening to have fome indifpofition at this” time,
which confined her to her bed, Lee Boo, on hearing of
it, became impatient, faying, What, Mother ili! Lee
Boo get up to fee ber ; which he did, and would go
to her apartment, to be fatisfied how the really was,
On tbe Thurfday before his death, walking acrofs
the room, he looked at himfelf in the glafs (his face
heing then much fwelled and disfigured); he thook
his hedd, and turned -away, as if difgufted at his
own appearance, and told Mr. Sharp that b father
and mother much grfwe, Jor they knew be war wery
Jick 3 this be repeated feveral times.— At night, grow-
ing worfe, he appeared to think himfelf in danger;
he took Mr. Sharp by the band, and, fixing his
eyes ftedfaltly on him" with earnefinefs faid, Good
Sriend, when you go #° Pelew, tell Abba Thulle that
Lee Boo take much drink to make finall-pox go away,
but be die ;=—that the Capiain and Mother (meaning
Miftrels Wilfon) wery kind-~ail Englith wery good
men y—awas much forry be could rict [peak to the King
the number of fine things the Englith bad got-—Then
he reckoned what had been given him as prefents,
which he withed Mr. Sharp would diftribute, when
he went back, among the Chiefs ; and requefted that
very particular care might he taken of the blue glafs
harrels on pedeftals, which he dire&ed fhould be
given to the King. i
Bb 2 Poor

357



358

AN ACCOUNT OF

Poor Tom Rofe, who food at the foot of his young
mafter’s bed, was thedding tears at hearing-all this,
which Lee Bos obferving, rebuked him for his weak-
nefs, afking, Why fbould be be crying fo becanfe Le
Boo die?

Whatever he felt, his fpirit was above complaining;
and Mrs. Wilfon’s chamber being adjoining to-his own,
he often called out to inquire- if the was better, al-
ways adding, left the might fuffer any difquietude on
his account, Lee Boe do well, Mother. The {mall-pox,
which had been cut eight or nine days, not rifing,
he began to feel himfelf fink, and told Mr. Sharp
be was going away. His mind, however, remained
perfeltly clear and calm to the laft, though whathe
fuffered in the jatter part of his exiftence was fevere
indeed; the ftrength of his. conftitution ftruggled
long and hard againit the venom of his diftemper,
till exhaufted nature yiclded im the conteft.

Dr. Smyth had the goodnefs, every day on his re-
turn from Rotherbithe, to inform me of the ftate
of his patient, but never gave me any hope of his
recovety. Being under an engagement, with my
family, to pals a week at the houfe of my friend,
Mr. Brook Watfon, at Sheen, (who was equally anxi-
ous and alarmed as ourfelves for this amiable young
man) I requefted the Do&or -would have the good-
nefs to continue to me his information.~—The fecond
day after I left town, I received the intelligence of his
death, which deeply affeCted us all.—1I cannot give

an
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an aceount of this melancholy event fo well as by
tranicribing Dr. Smyt#'s letter, by which it was con-
veyed to me, '

Monday, Dec. 27, 1734.
My Dear Sir,

It is an unpleafant tafk for me to be the herald of
bad news, yet, according to my promife, I muft in.
form you of the fate of poor Lee Boo, who died this
morning without a groan, the vigour of his mind
and body refifting to the very laft.—VYefterday, the
fecondary fever coming on, he was feized with a
thivering fit, fucceeded by head-ach, violent palpita-
tion of the heart, anxiety, and difficult breathing ;
he again ufed tbe warm bath, wbicb, as formerly,
afforded him a temporary relief; he had a blifter
put on bis back, which was as ineffettual as thofe
applied to bis legs. He exprefled all bis feelings to

me, in the moft forcible and pathetic manner, put

my hand ‘upon his heart, leant his head on my ars,
and explained his uneafinefs in breathing ; but when
I was gone he complained no more, thewing that he
complained with a view to be relieved, not to be
pitied.—In fhort, living or dying he has given me
a leffon which I fhall never forget; and furely, for
patience and fortitude, be was an example worthy
the imitation of a Steic /-1 did not fee Captain Wilfon
when 1 calied this morning, but the maid-fervant
was in tears, and every perfon in the family wore

the face of grief; poor Leg Bud’s affeltionate tem. -

per
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per made every one look upon him as a brother or
a child.—Compliments to the ladies, and to Mr.
Watfon; who, 1 make no doubt, will all join in re-
gretting the untimely end of our poor Prince.~~From
vou, my friend, fomething more will be expetted;
and, though you cannot bring him back to life, you
are called upon (particularly confidering his great at.
tachment to you) not to let the memory of fo much
virtue pafs away unrecordedi~—But I am interrupted
in thefe melancholy, refleftions, and have only time
to affure you of (what will never pafs away but with
myfcif) the fincere friendfhip of your affettionate, &c,
' JAs CARMICHAFL SMYTH,

Captain ITil/en notified to the India Houfe the un.
fortunate death of this young man; and received
orders to conduél every thing with proper decency
refpecting his funcral. He was interred in Rotber.
bithe church.yard, the Captain and his brother at.
tending. All the young people of the Academy
joined in this teftimony of regard ; and the concourfe
of people at the church was fo great, that it appesr-
ed as if the whole parifh had affembled to join in
fecing the laft ceremonies paid to one who was fo
much beloved by all who had known him in it.

The india Company, foon after, ordered a tomb to
be erelted over his grave, with the following inferip-
tion, which I have tranferibed from it:

To
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To the Memory
of Prince Lze IBoo,

A native of the Perew, or P,;Los ilands;
and Son to Apsa Taurrr, Rupack or King
of the Ifland Coorooraaj
who departed this Life on the 2yth of Decgmher 1784,

| ~ aged 20 Years;
This Btone is infcribed
by the Honourable United East Inpra Company,
2s a Teftimony of Efteem for the humane and kind
Tréatment afforded by mis FATHER to the
Crew of their Ship the ANTELOPE,
Captain  WiLson, which was
wrecked off that Hland in
the Night of the gth of Auguft 1783.

Btop, Reader, ftop I—let NATURE claim 2 Tear—
A Prince of Mine, LEE Boo, lies bury’d here.
Among
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Among the little property which he left hehind,
hefide what he had particularly requefted Mr. Sharp
to convey to his father and friends, there were
found, after his death, the fiones or feeds of moft
of the fruits he had tafted in England, carefully and
feparately put up.—And when one ‘confiders that
his ftay with us was hut five months apd twelve
days, we find, that in the midft of thé wild field of
novelty that encompaﬁ'&d him, he had not been e
gle@ful of that which, before his departure from
Peleww, had becn prohably pointed out to him asa
principal matter of attention.

From thefe trifling anecdotes of this amiahle youth,
cut off in the moment that his charafter hegan to
hioffom, what hopes might not have been entertain-
ed of the future fruit fuch a plant would have pro-
duced i"l-'rHé had both ardour and talents for im.
provement, and every gentle quality of the heart to
make himfelf beloved; fo that, .as far as the dim
fight of mortals is permitted to penetrate, he might,
had his days heen lengthened, have carried back to
his own country—not the vices of a new world—but
thofe fulid advantages whicb his own good fenfe
would have fuggefted, as likely ta become moft ufe-
fal to it.

But—how carry back 2~-That event depended not
on himfelf ;—a naked, confiding ftranger—he trufted
implicitly to others, and left the proteGing arms of
# father without apprehenfion——witbout ftipulation. -

o ThE
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—The evening before the Oroolong failed, the King
alked Captain Hilfon, how long it might be before
his return to Peleww ? and being told, that it would
probably be about thirty moons, or might chance to
extend to fix more, Abba Thulle drew from bis
bafket a piece of Line, and, after making thirty knots
on it, a little diftance from each other, left a long
fpace, and then adding fix others, carefully put it by.

As the flow but fure fleps of Time bave been

moving onward, the Reader’s .imagination-will figure |

the anxious parent reforting to this cherithed re-
membrancer, and with joy uatying.the earlier re«
cords of each elapfing. period ;-—as be fees him ad.
vancing on his Line, he will conceive tbat joy re-
doubled ;~—and,” when nearly approaching to the
thirtieth knot, almoft accufing the planet of the
pight for pafling fo tardily away,

When verging towards the termination of his
Jatc/? reckoning, he will then pi&tare bis mind glow-
ing with paternal affeltion, occafionaily alarmed by
doubt—yet {till buoyed up by hope ;-~he will fancy
hiwn pacing inquifitively the fea-hore, and often com.
manding his peeple to afcend every rocky height,
and glance their cyes along thc level line of the hori.
zon whicb bounds the furrounding ocean, to fee if
haply it might not in fome part be broken by the
diftant appearance of a returning fail.

Laftly, he will view the good 4bba Thulic, wearied
put by tbat expeflation, which fo many rcturning

Meons,
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moons, fince his reckoning ceafed, have by this time
taught him he had nourithed in vain.~~But the Rea.
der will bring him back to his remembrance, as
armed with tbat unfhaken fortitude that was equal
to the trials of varying life.¥He will not in Aim, a3
in lefs manly fpirits, fee the pafhons ruthing into op-
pofite extiemes—FHope turned to Defpair-—Affection
converted to Hatred—No-—After fome allowance
for their matural fermentation, he will fuppofe them
all placidly fubfiding into the Calm of Refignation

Should this not be abfolutely the cafe of our
friendly King.as the human mind is far more pain.
ed by ancertainty than a knowledge of the worff—
every reader will lament, he {hould to this moment
remain ignorant, that his Jong-looked for Son can
Teturn no more.

At Rome, the life of one citizen faved, gave s
claim to the cfvic wreath—At Pelew, fo many of
our countrymen refcued from diftrefs, and by Abbe
Thulle's proteition and benevolence, not only faved
from inevitable deftruftion, but enabled to re-

-turn in fafety to their families and friends, hatb fure

a ftronger claim to a wreath from Britifh Gratitude!

A VOCABU.
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PELEW, ENGLISH.

Arracat - « A man,

Artherl - - A womin.

Nalakell - - A child.

Rupack - « A Chief, or title of rank.
Cattam - - A father.

Catheil « - A mother, -

Morwakell - A wife,

Talacy - - A male infant,

Sucalic - . A friend.

Takelly -~  « A workman, or artlﬁcer.
Botheluth - The head.

Ungelell - - The teeth.

Kimath . The arms,
Kalgkalath - The body,
Arraffack - - Blood,

Qrosfock
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PELEW. © ENGLISH
Orasfock -  Bones.
T oot + A woman's breafts.

Cokeeth . "The thighs.

Playe - . A dwelling-boufe.

Pye -« A publichall, or large boufe,
Morabalow « A town. o
Poderay - » - Home, a man’s dwelling,
Trir -~ A fpoon.

Oylefs -+ A knife,

Pewell . A cup.
.Q'{Jﬂ” " A bafon.

Tawr - . Plates, or difhes,
Koluck - - Ol

Aleuifs v ~ Cocoa-nuts,

Cocow v Yams.
Cofall . - Turmeric,
Pook - « Beetle-nut,

Curra Curra - Lemon,
Too - Plantains or bananas. :
Cabos = » Cabbage; 4 e. tbe head of the
cabbage-tree,
"Eluth  » . Moloffes.
Owh . - A torch®,
Katt
® As the torches at Psew have been frequently mentioned,
and by accident omitted in their proper place, I muft notice then

here to deferibe them.—On being analyfed, they appear to be 2
Relin mixed with fmall pieces of wood.—This Refin is prabably

. the
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PELEW, ENGLISH.
Katt - ~ Smoke. - -
Karr - - Fire,"
Caf’m - A cﬁt‘
Pyaap - -~ A rat

Cokall ~ -, Anifland.

Paathe - - A rock,

Calocol - - A fand, or fhoal, in the fea:
Costoomn »  Earth or land fit for cultivation
Arral - « Frefh water.

Garagar -~ - Woodj; i.e. trees.

A:bage)f ~ - Bamboo.

Meyrooke - Rattans.

Lils - - Spears or darts.

Alleli - - A leaf of a tree, bufh, or plant.
Mallaege - A canoe, or boat.

Coybattle - - A maft.

Yarfe., - - A fails

Peeforfe - A paddie, or oar.

Difoma . The bottom piece of the out.

‘ rigger.

Beefakell - The thell ornaments of the ca-
ROES.

the exudation of fome tree; but it is uncertain, whether the wood
is {mall hits of bark, which inevitably, in foraping it off, mix with
the Refin, or whether they are purpofely joined with it to fupply
* the place of a wick, and reader it Jefs liable to run and diffolve
haftily hike a Rick of wax. They have long leaves twined and
tied round them, to prevent their ficking to the hand,—When
lighted, they afford an agreeable fmell, _
Gill
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Gill - - A rope.
Cray - - Small line, or cord.
Ouguth - A fifhlng-net.

Pap -« Fifhing-pots, or batkets, made of
Iplit bamboo. -
Thowp - - The fea.
Neekell . Fifh.
Cumatbuck Neekell Fith-lcales.
Arool - Skaite, or large flat-fith,
Coffacurra The common cockle.
Ditto; the flutings of this
Kerthough - cockle-fhell arecircular, not
. ~ radiated.
Kim -~ - Kima.cockle. -
Kiffuruck - . - The mother of pearl thell,
Aawell - - Turtle.
Craabrutell - Crayifh, or lobfter.
Cockiyoou - ‘Birds.
Cyep- = » Pigeons.
Malk - - A fowl
Doothuck «  The tropic-bird. -
Oleck -~ Large bat, or flying-fox.
Niefe: - . - Eggs. |
Bufbook - Feathers, or quills.
Sweebuc -. To fly.
Mungeegy -~ To fwim. -

Copgfs
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PELEW. ENGLISH

Coyofs - = The fun.
Cills - ~ Yo be fun-burnt, or bliftered.

Pogyer - - 'The moom.
Abbtbduk - Btars,
Meefixs - Seven ftars, or Pleiades.

Yangle - - S8ky.

Yabbath - Clouds.

Koyyoou - Wind.

Katt akatt - Fog,hazy or thick weather; i. e
literally fmoky.

Kull . - «  Rain.,

Kull akayyoou -  Wind and rain, a fGuall.

Myoofook - Little wind, or a ce/m.

Coreowe - Lightning.

Thdrum - Thunder.

Paffapaffoe -  Repeated claps of thunder,

Efgng - - Rainbow.

Cacook - - Day.

Ofm{!beffaa - Mid day, or noon.

Cotharaa tricook - Afternoon, or evening.

Cappafay - Nigh. ‘

Olongkalla allakath Day-light, or dawn.

Melgull - Darknefs,

Peclegiurattle . - Morning, or fun.rife.

Costegokell acoysfs - Sunlet,

Culiln
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Coltho coyof « Yefterday.

Mogall - - Burning hot,

Macraffem - Cold.

Mathrabith - Hunger.

Munga -~ Toeat

PMlelim »  To drink.

Meethinggifs ~ To be fatisfied with eating.
Thomor acocook - Breakfaft,

Weetacallell acoyefs” Dinner.

Comofoy - Supper.

Miffeeawe - To-cook, to drefe viftuals.

Moringough - 'To broil vituals,

Mecake . A fweetmeat made of almonds
and molofles.

Sopoffip - A fweetmeat made-of a fimall reot
like a turnip.

Kalpatt . A fweet pudding made of boiled
: yams and moloffes.
Weolell . Afweetmeat made of feraped co-

coa-nuts and molofles.
Mathingas - Mouldy.

Mokoot - « Rotten.’
Riamall . The wild bread-fruit.

Kuthull - The Jamboo apple.
Othough . Beads.

Clootle  » - To cough.
) Ognift
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PELE W. ENGLISH

Og”ly} » To Ineeze,
Suam pepak - To be pleafed, or glad.
Gurragur - 'l'o laugh.

Malill . - To play, to toy.

Puckafoogel - To deceive, to fpeak or a& in
joke, or doubtfuily. |

Coothung » Wife, or cunning-—as Costhung
arracat, awife man.

Thingaringer - Foolith, or a foolw—as Thinga-
ringer artheil, a foolith wo.
man,

Motur -  To be angry.

Merengell - To be'in pain,

Ellmangle « Toecry:

Adapat - . To lay down to ficep, i.e. to go
to reft.

Parr - » A mat to fleep on.

Mopat - To fleep.

Peckeeifs » To awake from fleep,

Moraile  » To walk.

Arramoorest - To run, or make hafte.

Mooboo - To fall down.

Cockamew - To take care, i. e, not to flip or

‘ fall in walking.

Bomthocar - To arife from where you are fit.
ting, to move out of that
place.

Cc Amuno
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PELEW,

HAmuno

Bomgeeaye

Porcowe

Koomacarr.

Lolocoy

”~

Moracamawe

Arrab

Mora mey
Mathack

Ongeelatrecoy

Mungou

Kiboteleck
Kibotelem

Annabackeeth

Ackmethack

Atalell
Adygaa
Kitra
Swallew
Calas

-

-

-

ENGLISH

Come in, i. £. come into a houfe,
{an invitation or requeit,}

Sit down.

To ftoop down.

To exchange, to barter, to givg

one thing for another.

To talk,

To cheer, to huzza.

To call to 2 perfon at 2 diftance,
as halloo !

Come to0 me.

Don’t be afraid,

Means that 2 thing or bufinefs it
well done,

To fewch, to bring fomething
wanted.

The right fide.

The left fide.

To give any thing, to maked
_prefent.

Thank you.

‘What is the name ?

This thing, or that thing,

What is it called ?

A mat bafket.

A {mall ditto,
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PELEW.
Kiffeem .
Sous - -
Carute -
Mulakow -
Malapall .
Mooreolleww -
Mooticetur -
Meeleemath -
Morofoock -

. Mafaketh -
Mathecthy .
Maragfam -

Bomgeetee -
Meeleekotuck -

Aclalso - -
Mokamat -
Cocuath -
Unkarr -

ENGLISH.

An adze or hatchet, made of
thell.

Signifies a fils made of fifhe
tkin.

The drefz worn by the .woe
men.

To wath any thing, or them.

felves.

To wath or wipe the hand after
eating.

To clean, to fweep a room.

To work, or labour.

To throw water out of a hoat or
veflel, '

To beat, as with a hammer, or
to pound, as in a mortar.

To reduce, to make lefs.

To enlarge, to make bigger.

To repair, to mend any thing.

To throw any thing away.

To frike, to give a hlow.

To pilfer, to take any thing
flily.

War, 1o fight.

Fighting as children.

Wounded.
Ccz Umkarra
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PELEW.

Umkarra lills
Mathee -
Maathey .
Moraick -
Thoo .
Moringell -

Macekathe .

+

Melgoth

Prothothuck -

Clozve -
Owwmuckeil -

. Kickaray .

Koomangle -
Cathsp -

Merow - -

Croyecth -
Temathe -
Pecpack .
Saola, Sola -

Mo -

Too much of any thing.

ENGLISH

- A wound made by a fpear.
- Killed.

Dead.

Sick.

A bile or blotch.

To be in pain from a bile or

. blotch.

To itch.

To tattoo or mark the body and
limbs.

Their wooden fword. See Plate
IL fg. 1.

Large.

A thing of 2 middling fize.

Small.

Long.

Sbort.

A meafure, anfwering to our
fathom.

A great diftance.

A fhort diftance.

A great many, abundance.

Enough, plenty, generally fpoke
twice ; as Solz, Sola, enough,
enough.

Maff
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PELEW. ENGLISH

Moofefs akoyyow « Too higha wind.

Aaa - « Yes.

Desk - ~ No.

Naak - - Me, myfelf,

Kow - ~ You. :

Arrabeeta »  The other fide of any thing.

Olecakeck - High, or above.

Oleeakem - Low, or downwards.

Moungess = Not good.

Weel - - Good.

Weel atrecoy - Verygood.

Mogull - - Bad, or difpleafing.

Omacarew - 'To turn or tack, as a fhip ot
boat.

Foomgtheotooatly « To caulk, or fiop aleak.

Foomgth »  Their oakum, made of cocoa-
nut hufks.

Debufs - = To defert or forfake a place or
perfon.

© Morakeils » Means for a perfon to go before
to fome place.

Maouth «  Means that you will follow and
join them.

Agomey » - Means go away, or out of my
bight, heing difplealed with

the
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PELEW. ENGLISH.

the perfon to whom it is
fpoke.

Deakatick ~ A diflike of what is ‘offered you,
or declaration that you will
not accept it.

Ongeel. - - Itwill do, itis verywell.
QOuimey - - Give me thatthing near you, or
in your hand.

Desgaa - lhave not what is afked for.

Morakattow - Go away, fland afide, keepata
diftance.

Mey - = Come.

Pemray - - To go away.

Calakza - - Prefently.

Mayfackarangath  Give me that.

Ley mey ~ = Bring me that.

- Meemathiffa - Letme look atit.

Mifak - 'Tolcok out, to efpy.
Mercacrick » To fearch, to look for a thing
) loft.
Myyufs -« « To paddie a canoe.
Lageoruih - To paddle faft,
Arree, Arree - Signifies to the men in the ca~
. noes to exert themfelves,
Morrz - - To hinder work, to impede it.
Calem »  To give a portion of provifion to
eachi Chiefor family at a feaft,
Arrack
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PELEW, ENGLISH,

Arrack v - To flop.

Meefoos » ¢ To make obeifance, to ftoop to
a Chief.

Meethlp -~ + Broke like a ftick or piece of

wood, purpofely.

Moorgokem  »  Broke like a piece of pottery or

fhell, falling to the ground,
accidentally.

Melscketh «  Broke like a rope by tenfion.

Arrafick -« A white ftone.

Coreick . - Red.

Kewfe - - White.

Kafs - = Black,

Coteetows -~ » = Blue.

Meelemnw - Green.

Koothoo +  Yellow.

Careereeack « Brown,

Theilmuck - ‘Peace,
Tong - - One.
Oroo - - Two.

Othey = » Three,
Cang  « - Four.
Aeem ~ = Five,"
Malong - » -~ Six.

Crweth - Seven,
Tﬁi R E;ghtu
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'.Etew - - N me,
Mackoth - Ten.

Ofoyatk - - Twcnty.
Ockathey -  “Thiny.
Ockawaugh ~ Forty.

Ockeem - » Fifty,
Ochgollom  + Sixty.
Ockgweeth.  » Seventy.
Qckeye »  Eighty,
Ockatuew  ~ . Ninety.
Mackoth adart « A-hundred,

I NI S

ENGLISH

-

-
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and Conjetures of forne ingenious Men. By eflablifbing the Know-
ledge of the Mind upanfixed and felf-evident Principles, frmilar to thofe
which Natural Philofophy ower its prefent amazing Progrefs, be bas
done a great and important Service to Science, which will probably
be attended with walunble Effefts ; and be has pointed out the proper
Means of oppafing the Attempts of Sceptifm.  The Operations of the
buman Underflanding avere never more diflintly explained than they
are in this Treatife: and no farther Recommendation is mr;ﬁ:uy Lo
to thofe who think that ¢ The proper Study of Munkind jx Man.

 Wr confeder thefe Effayr as forming a Syflem of eminent Merit
with Regard to the Operation of the human Underflanding ; and
we bave no doubt but that the neav Viewws which are bere laid open,
will occafion a confiderable Revolution in the Philofopby of Mind."—
Monthly Review.
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