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PHONOLOGY

to indicate that this special spelling system is being used. For
example, the words beginning with » and ending in / that we
have been using as examples so far would be spelled using this
system in the following way:

/mizl/ ‘to run’ mu:l/ “to fall’

me:l/ ‘rope on a sail’ /mo:1/ "adze handle
mé:l/ ‘rotten’ /mo:l/ “to sleep’
/mé:l/ ‘war’ 'maczl/ “type of taro’

Care must be taken in reading words with long vowels
written with digraphs. Since no words in Yapese are pronounced
with two vowels together without a consonant between them.
when you see two vowel letters together these should always
be read as a long vowel. This rule is important to remember,
because in the past the consonant that is written as ¢ in this
book, and which is called glottal stop, was often not written
at all. Someone writing the word ragean ‘its color” would some-
times write it as raen. In the orthography (writing system) used
in this book. ae is a digraph for a long vowel. and thus raen
is the spelling of the word for “fresh water”. The word meaning
“its color” would be spelled ragean. Raen should never be read
as ragean (or /ragém/ in the alternative spelling system men-
tioned) but always as /rii:n/. This question ol how to write

long vowels in Yapese will be discussed further in section 2.5.

YAPESE VOWELS: THE SHORT VOWELS

232

As mentioned above, corresponding to these eight long vowels are
eight short vowel phonemes. The following words illustrate
these eight short vowels. In some of these words. different
individuals may use a long vowel. as there is considerable
variation from one person to another in Yap as to whether a
particular word is pronounced with a short or long vowel.
Nevertheless. most of these words will be pronounced with a
short vowel by most people:

!

pil 1o shatter’ ry of i’

lih ‘Lo ripen’ {ik' ‘its root”

thib “wood chips’ rvik'  ‘to burn’

mich  ‘certain’ fil ‘to learn’

rich  ‘to go through’ hin ‘that one near you®

ig ‘gums (in mouth)’ gin ‘to be surprised’

PHONOLOGY

thig
nik
piv

"
chep
leg
chey

ey

P
gaséy
tarég
gét'
lév

d

wdidaiid

£ar
a
thab
pach
g
n'ug
dak’
Hay
Jus
put

o
woch
kof
pef
rog
wok
zol
log

I
choh
air
hiithiit
It

shg
s

‘to topple’
‘tlaboo animal
“hair’

‘parable’
‘coconut shell

In case ...
‘type of dance’
‘hard-hearted’
‘to sail’

“type of fish’
‘stick (classifier)’

type of fish’®
‘to curse’

‘to sink”

‘to hide’

‘to bounce. ricochet’
‘cooked”

‘type of fish’
‘mucus’

Talive”

“to find. come upon’

‘dawn’

‘enough for all’
to cool down”
“pierced’
“behavior”

‘canoe cross-bhars’
“unguarded space’

“to make a sound”
*dear”
‘1o jigele, like ful”

full’
“fintshed”

thir

Jfith

sy

deg
teth
rey

géch
geél

n'éy

qiin
gl
tab

tetf
thag
mak'
yal

thar
ngat

god
lof

gog
vog
hol
t'on

sor
wél

tong

clug

LEIAY
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1o knock chips off”
“section of cane’

to leave out. ignore’

‘i span in length’
‘younger brother’
‘dancing stick’

fish-trap’
thard”
‘to shampoo the hair’

“to pound”
*ghost’

‘to reach. connect’
‘tough guy’

‘Lo arrive at the top’
Tull of”

“belly. stomach’

Lo fall into’

‘to wake up’

“to get loose from shell”
‘o jump’

‘enough’

‘ree-stump’

‘to shiver, tremble’

"to be pointed’

“type of fish’

‘1o perch’

*head’
‘afrad’
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